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GST INCLUSIVE 


Power or Glory beckons 
for the League’s elite 


he 2000/2001 National Soccer 

League kicks off this Friday night 

with heavyweights Marconi and 
Parramatta Power deing battle at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

In a repeat of last season’s opener which 
ended ina 1-1 draw, the Power will be look- 
ing to get off to a flying start after firming 
with the bookies over recent weeks. 

Power coach David Mitchell has spent 
wisely over the break and the club looks to 
have filled the problem areas of last season. 

Among others the Power has recruited ex- 
Australian captain Alex Tobin (Adelaide 
City), championship winning goalkeeper 
Les Pogliacomi (Wollongong) and Hamilton 
Thorp (Perth Glory). 

Add to that the inclusion of two foreign 
players in David Lee (Chelsea) and Joe 
Miller (Celtic) and Parramatta may just 
Power to the NSL championship this season. 


Match preview page 3 
Full NSL Preview pages 9-13 


Day. 


Will Perth get their Glory 
this season? 


By John Economos 
= 


OE WATSON, 48, the 
former Australian World 
Cup wonder-winger, was 
finally laid to rest last Friday 
afternoon following a massive 
funeral service held at the St 
Jude’s Church in Randwick 
Sydney. 
An amy of former and cur- 
Jent international players, plus 


coaches and club officials, all 
tumed up in huge numbers to 
pay their final respects to the 
well beloved ‘Joey’, which can- 
cer so cruelly claimed. 

Joey Watson, one of 
Australia’s great warriors on 
international arenas, dazzled 
thousands of fans with his deft 
dribbling skills and lethal goal- 
yielding crosses. 

The former Hakoah and 


Sydney City right flanker was a 
sheer joy to watch in action as he 
fed his strike-line with numer- 
‘ous quality crosses. 

A Scottish Piper played as he 
led the funeral procession into 
the Church for the service. 
Again he led the way out. 

To symbolise peace, on the 
lawns of the Church, Joe 
Watson’s nine-year-old son 
Robbie, released two white 


doves, one at a time, as the Piper 
played on prior to the white 
hearse rolling out for the ceme- 
tery. 

Joe Watson, we'll all miss 
you. 

May you Finally Rest In 
Peace. 


(See funeral pictorial 
feature on Page 8.) 


Joey Watson: Pall-bearers including his former Sydney 
City teammates Alex Robertson and Tony Pezzano. 


CARLTON TO PLAY 
AT EPPING 


PAGE 2 


FULL NSL DRAW 
CENTRE SPREAD 


THE GOOD OIL... 


PAGES 4-5 


& ABsw 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 


S®CCER 


WEEKLY} 
ISSUE NO. 1004 
“Published every Tuesday by 
FL. PRESS 
5-13 Garners Ave., 
Marrickville NSW 2204 


TELEPHONE 
(editorial and general enquiries) 
Tel: (02) 9562 0559 


or 
Tel: (02) 9562 0565 


(advertisin; 
Tel: (02) 9744 6984 


or 
Tel: (02) 9562 0559 


E-MAIL 
(editorial, advertising and general enquiries) 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 
ABSW’s new Email: 
soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 


FACSIMILE 
(editorial, advertising and general 
enquiries) 
(02) 9550 9332 or (02) 9564 1224 


MAILING ADDRESS 
P.O. 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Sylvia Marinos 
Phone: (02) 9562 0575 
Australia: $143 (GST incl.) 
Overseas: $198 (GST incl.) 


EDITOR 
Vince Battiato 


CHIEF WRITER 


John Economos, 


STAFF WRITER 
Daniel Giorelando 


LAYOUT/SETTING 
Mary Quartly, Alamita Vea 


CORRESPONDENTS 
Bert van Bedaf (Melbourne editor), 
Allan Crisp (Adelaide) 
Glenn Davis (Brisbane), 
Otta Bader (Wollongong) 
Richard Kreider (Perth), 
Graham Cooke (Canberra), 
Joe Russo (Sydney) 
Roy Hay (Victoria) 
Greg Danvers (Newcastle) 
Mark Stavroulakis (Sydney) 
SCANNING 


Bill Hawthome, Alex Siafakos, 
FILM PLANNING 
Nick Philips 


PHOTOGRAPHY 
Allsport 


DISTRIBUTION 


NSW/ACT: 
FLP Pty Ltd. 5-13 Garners Ave, 
Marrickville NSW 2204. 
Tel: (02) 9562-0500 


VICTORIA: 
FLP Pty Ltd. 72-78 Gipps Street, 
Collingwood. 3066. 
Tel: (03) 9486-9522 
Fax: (03) 9486-9858 


QUEENSLAND: 
Queensland Newspapers 
Campbell St, Bowen Hills Qld. 4006 
Tel: (07) 3252-6011 


SOUTH AUSTRALIA: 
Advertiser Newspapers Ltd, 
Waymouth St, Adelaide SA 5000. 
Tel: (08) 8218-9329 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA: 
Pan Hellenic Emporium, 
67 James Street, Perth WA 6000. 
Tel: (08) 9328-4779 
Recommended and maximum price. 


* All material appearing in 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly is 
copyright and reproduction in any form 

whatsoever is expressly forbidden without 
the written permission of the publisher. The 
publisher accepts no responsibility for 
unsolicited manuscripts, illustrations or 
photographic material. 
Deadline for contributions, articles and 
advertising is 3 days PRIOR to 
issue date. 


JOEYS IN CAMP 
FOR QUALIFIERS 


ational Youth Coach Ange 
Nisscoe will hold an Under- 
17s camp at the AIS in Canberra 
later this month, as preparations inten- 
sify for the World Youth Championship 
Qualifiers, to be held in Samoa, in 


THE 


December. 

Australia, silver medallist at the last 
campaign, is set to meet host Samoa, 
Solomon Islands, New Caledonia, Papua 
New Guinea and American Samoa in 
Group action of the Qualifiers, which will 
tun December 2 to 11. 


SQUAD 


Postecoglou has named 21 players to participate in the LG Jocys Camp, which will run 
from October 16 to 20 inclusive, with the squad as follows: 


AEK SUPPORTERS 
BACK watson 


is the athletic union of 
Constantinople Soccer Association 
known as AEK based in Sydney, which was 
established five years ago in support of all 
athletics activities and sporting in general. 
The AEK Supporters club always support 
the soccer family in Sydney and donated the 
sum of $500 to soccer international player Joe 
Watson. 
Tn the photo provided is the vice president 
S. Kapodistrias of AEK FC Club, handing 
over the cheque of $500 to Alex Robertson, 
who is responsible for the collection of dona- 
tions towards the Joe Watson recovery fund. 
Unfortunately Joe Watson passed away 
last week. 


T: AEK Supporters Club of Sydney 


tone mi ater bran 


The opening maith is scheduled for 3pm, 
So that it will not clash with the home maich of 
the Melbourne Knights, who'll play 
Parramatta Power at pin. 

Carlton's next. two home matches are 
‘aguinst Sydney United on November 5 and 
Easiem Pride on November 19. 

"Tm fet to believe, we'll be playing our first 
two o¢ three home games at Epping stadium, 


‘until the contractual are sorted 
Oatat South Melbourne and wel be playing a 
Bob Jane stadium,” Carlton coach Stuart 
Munro told ABSW. 

He said Soccer Australia had approved the 
move to Epping 25 % shoct-term solution. “I 
think Soccer Australia has only approved two 
of three games, certainly not for fe abeat 
the season, the stadiam is not meeting 
(all off the criteria,” he said. 


Carton consultant Phil Cleary confirmed: 


AEK supporters club vice presi- 
dent S. Kapodistrias (right) hands 
a cheque over to Alex Robertson. 


Sas 


CARLTON TO PLAY AT EP 


Sunday's match. 
“We'll be finalising the details oy (Mon) 
with the Epping Council,” Cleary said, adding 


that Carlton had “an in-prineiple agreement” we 


Bob Jane stadium in round 3 on Oct 29. 

Munro expressed confidence in Carlton's. 
Jong-term future, which has been under a 
cloud for months, 

Cariton owner and director of Network 
Sports, Peter Jess has been trying to find either 
a local consortium or overseas interests to take 
amajonity stake in the ailing Melbourne club, 

“There are obviously a few problems, but 
Tm quite confidem: we'll get out there. Of 
course, it's a bit of a worry, eae 
thinking about their future and is hap- 
‘pening to the club,” Munro said. 

“But there doesn't seem to be any proof in 
the things that have been said. The club's two 
Thajor assets (Simon) Colosimo and (Archie) 
‘Thompson can be sold. Then there's alot of 

Toney coming into the club. That will sta- 
bliss the lub and pets back tothe profes: 
sional, ‘stable situation we were in before,” 
Munro said, 


ack to all things normal this week. 

The NSL kicks off for another year 
this Friday night and it seems like it has 
snuck up on us, what with the Olympics 
and so much else going on around us in 
the world game, 

As it was last season, Parramatta 
Power and Marconi will kick off the year 
at Parramatta stadium with some 
absolutely super matches scheduled for 
round 1. 

Adelaide City will tackle South 
Melbourne at Hindmarsh and the real 
cracker — the Grand Final replay, Perth 
Glory and Wollongong at WIN stadium. 

» We have a lot to look forward to in the 
coming season and I look forward to 
Soccer Australia’s season launch this 
Thursday. (NSL club by club previews 
pages 10-13). 


n a sadder note on the local front, 

Joe Watson lost his battle against 
liver cancer and his funeral was held last 
Friday. ABSW pays its respects for the 
last time to a battler, who although an ex- 
patriot Scotsman, symbolised all that is 
Australian. Joe Watson, ABSW salutes 
you. You will be sorely missed by all 
who knew you and some who didn’t. (Joe 
‘Watson’s funeral page 8) 


1's been a big week on the world scene 
well. Probably the biggest news was 

the resignation of England boss Kevin 
Keegan (page 24) after the 1-0 loss to 


REST a TLS 


MR ED 


Germany. In his own words ‘he just was- 
n’t good enough’. (Full World Cup qual- 
ifiers pages 20, 21 & 31). 


till in England, goalscoring machine 

Michael Owen is tempted to go 
abroad to improve his game (page 25). 
Wow, if we didn’t know any better, you’d 
think we were talking about another 
player in the NSL, 


lenty of Italians have been in the 

headlines this week over and above 
the mauling of Romania in the qualifiers. 
Inter coach Marcello Lippi was sacked 
(page 22), he was swiftly replaced with 
Italian under 21 and Olympic coach 
Marco Tardelli (page 24) and Paolo 
Maldini became Italy’s most capped 
player surpassing Dino Zoff's record 
(page 24), 


bad week for Romania. Not only 

were they crushed by Italy, but one 
of their intemational players died whilst 
playing on the pitch (page 27). A sad 
week indeed. 


nd finally itis nice to see that money 

isn’t everything to some. Brazilian 
Rivaldo is ready to walk away from 
Barcelona and $6 million a year tax free. 
Find out why on page 30. 


Koreans down Australia 


ustralia has lost it’s second and 

final match at the LG Four 

Nations Cup in Dubai, going 
down 4-2 to South Korea. 

Two goals from Paul Agostino in the 
first half seemingly set Australia in the box 
seat, but a strong come-back by the South 
Koreans, combined with mistakes in the 
Australian defence saw that lead whittled 
away early in the second half. 

Australia opened up the scoring in the 
30th minute, a pin-point cross from Tony 
Vidmar picking out Agostino, with the big 
striker beating his opponent and the goal- 
keeper to put Australia one-up, 

Five minutes later, Agostino was on 
hand again to finish off an Australian 
counter-attack which involved half a dozen 
players, Brett Emerton providing the final 
pass to the striker who again slotted the ball 
in for his second of the evening, 

Australia’s lead was reduced on the 
verge of half-time when a Korean free-kick 
on the edge of the box was headed in by S. 
Jae-Won, and was nullified just 3 minutes 
into the second half when a mistake in the 
defence let in N. Jung Yoon for the equalis- 
er. 


A goal-mouth scramble which caught 
goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac off-guard resulted 
in South Korea taking the lead for the first 
time in the match at the 65th minute mark, 
with the scoreline extended afler defender 
Stephen Laybutt brought down a Korean 
player in the box in injury time, L Dong- 
Gook converting the resulting penalty for a 
4-2 victory to South Korea. 


FULL-TIME 
AUSTRALIA 2 (Paul Agostino 30° 
35',) 

SOUTH KOREA 4 (S Jae-Won 44’, N 
Jung-Yoon 48’, S Ki Hyeon 65’, L Dong 
Gook pen 92+) 

YELLOW CARDS: B Emerton (Aus), 
D Tiatto (Aus), P Agostino (Aus), K Tae 
Yong (Kor), $ Laybutt (Aus) 


AUSTRALIAN LINEUP: 
Z Kalac (gk/ept); S Colosimo, H Foxe, 
S$ Laybutt, T Vidmar, B Emerton (L 
Casserly 75’), K Wehrman (S Lovell 
61’), J Skoko (C Blatsis 75’), D Tiatto 
(S Chipperfield 42’), J Aloisi (M 
Curcija 61’), P Agostino. 


UAE Clinch LG Cup 


azim Ali struck 

three minutes 

rom time as the 
United Arab Emirates 
defeated Kuwait 1-0 to match. 
win a four-nation soccer A 
tournament over the 
weekend. 

The UAE finished top 
of the table with five 
points, followed by South 
Korea (4 points), 
Australia (3 points) and 
Kuwait (none), 


Khater 


In a tense, evenly bal- 
anced contest, the UAE 
rode their luck to clinch 
the victory late in the 


defence-splitting 
through pass from Subait 
found Kazim 
unmarked and the striker 
beat the goalkeeper with a 
neat right-foot shot. 
Kuwait, who lost 1-0 to 
Australia earlier in the 
week, had their chances 


with strikers Saleh 
Akaznu and Salama Hadi 
both hitting the crossbar. 

UAE, beaten 6-1 by 
Saudi Arabia last week, 
picked up a winners’ 
cheque for $35,000 while 
South Korea received 
$15,000 for finishing run- 
ners-up. 

Earlier, the South 
Koreans came back from 
two goals down to defeat 
Australia 4-2, 


ABSW’s new email: soccer @ foreignianguage.com.au 


soccerweekly @hotmail.com still available 
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Power to clash with 


Marconi in season opener 


cc 


David Mitchell: Power coach. 


Alex Tobin: New skipper for 
Parramatta. 


By John Econ John Economos 


he curtain goes up this 

7 Friday night on the new 

and 25th NSL season when 

the Parramatta Power clashes 

with the visiting Marconi at the 
Parramatta Stadium. 

Both sides have 
heavily recruited 
during the off-sea- 
son. 

Marconi’s boss 
Eddie Krncevic 
stated last night to 
ABSW: “This is a 
big game for us on 
Friday night as it’s 
vital that we get a 
good solid start to 
the season. 

“We have many new faces and 
they must blend together quickly. 

“Our. loss in New Zealand last 
week was 


assured us. 

The Marconi coach went on to 
say: “I know their coach David 
Mitchell well and he has recruited 
very well during the off season. 

“At this stage I’m not worried 
about what the Power is going to 
do, but just how well my team is 
going to perform,” the Marconi 
boss ended, 


match will be the 
performance of 
the two captains, 
both central 
markers. 

The Power will 
be led by new 
signing, the for- 
mer Australian 
World Cup skip- 
per Alex Tobin whilst Marconi’s 
captain will be Dominic Longo who 
takes over the ‘stripes’ from the 
transferred Brad Maloney, sold to 


the Perth 
nothing Glory for 
eb $120,000 
lespite the in the off- 
scoreline |, -MARCO eae 
(3-0), to be STALLIONS The vic- 
teally con- tor in the 
cerned battle of 
about. c 5 the — mid- 
Maybe in factit could have been 214 should also see the winner of 
a good thing, 


“The actual result didn’t truly 
reflect the whole story,” Kmcevic 


this promising top game. 


PARRAMATTA 
porearan noRMOTS 


A feature of the - 


Eddie Krncevic: 
Marconi coach. _ 


Dominic Longo: Marconi’s 


new captain. 


ABSW (§} 


Canterbury Marrickville 
Olympic SC 


Cadet & Youth ( 
{ 2 


league Wrials ‘& 


Continuing. For further ‘details, 
please ring the Club Administrator 


Mr Laki Konistis 


= 04111 91815 


PRIVATE 


GOGLKEEPER 
COacH 


Ex-professional player 
Available for Open Ages 
English & Argentinian 
methods 


Carlos Garin 0409 082 171 


Parramatta 


| / Power 
ry 


Marconi Stallions 


Friday 13 October 


“The Powerhouse” 


Parramatta Stadium 


Youth League 5.00pm 
NSL Match 7.30pm 


Tickets available from all Ticketek outlets including 
Parramatta Leagues Club and at the ground - Family tickets available 


www. parrapower.com.au 
For more information call 9636 9777 


POWER 


Credit Union 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil ... 


ARCONI = STAL- 

LION tomorrow, 
(Wednesday), will hold 
their official Season 


2000/2001 Launch with a 
special luncheon for the 
sponsors plus members of 
the media at the Club’s 
splendid and lavish ‘Elettra 
Restaurant’. 


Norman Tome: New 
off-season signing. 


The Club’s NSL squad 


will be in attendance 
including all the new off- 
season signings made. 

Guests, as usual, will be 
wined, dined and then 
entertained by a special 
secret guest artist. 

eeee 

UEENSLAND SOC- 

CER FEDERATION's 
General manager, Mr Steve 
Wilson, revealed the compo- 
sition of the QSF’s new sea- 
son competition late last 
week. 

The Premier League will 
be made up of 12 teams, 
including two that have been 
promoted from last year’s 
Semi-pro divisions. 


Eastern Suburbs and Pine 
Rivers United will now join 


Brisbane City, Brisbane 
Lions, Bundaberg Waves, 
Gold Coast City, Ipswich 
Knights, Mt Gravatt, 
Rochedale Rovers, Taringa 
Rovers, Toowoomba Ratders 
and Wynnum Wolves. 

The League will consist of 
two rounds, each with 11 
matches played, followed by 
a Top Five Team Final 
Series. 

There will also be a Cup 
competition that will be con- 
tested at weekends instead of 
midweek. 

A Promotion and relega- 
tion system will be put in 
place, with the bottom team 
playing off against a top 
Semi pro side, providing the 
top Semi-pro team meets the 
Premier League’s criteria on 
all facets. 

The Semi pro division has 
been completely revamped 
with the North and South 


divisions now combined into 
one Division of 14 teams 
playing a 26 Round season. 

The Semi Pro Division 
will for the new season com- 
prise of; Acacia Ridge, 
Albany. Creek, Capalaba, 
Grange Thistle, Mitchelton, 
Newmarket, North Pine, 
North Star, Olympic United, 
Redlands United, Slacks 
Creek, South United, 
Rocklea United, and The 
Gap, 

Each Club as well will 
field a Reserve as well as a 


AST FRIDAY after- 

noon, more than 1,000 
people turned up at the 
Saint Jude’s Church at 
Randwick, Sydney, for the 
funeral service of former 
Australian World Cup 
winger, Joe Watson. 

The sand-stone con- 
structed Church was 
chock-a-block as the huge 
crowd silently crammed in 
to pay their final respects to 
one of Australia’s greatest 
ever whigers. 

Little Joe Watson, at the 
age of just 48, and despite 
his bravery, had finally 
succumbed to that dreaded 
of all diseases that struck 
him down in the liver. 

Needless to'say, the bulk 
of the crowd that had gath- 
ered on this bright and 
sunny afternoon, but for 
the saddest of all occasions, 
was an army of friends and 
former team-mates from 
the Soccer fraternity that 
respected Joe Watson. 

Most sadly, very sadly: in 
fact, ‘Good Oil is forced to 
inform, that not one single 


Soccer people, failed not to 
go unnoticed by almost all 
at the funeral service. 
Unforgivable shame. 
(For further reports on 
Joe’s funeral, see Pages 1 
and 8). 
e000 
HRIS ZORICICH, the 
New Zealand captain, 
has parted company with 
Sydney Olympic. 
The sweeper or ‘tracker’, 


icant 


City captain, is poised to 
break former Adelaide 
City’s mercurial midfielder 
or defender, Sergio Melta’s 


Joe Watson: In action for Sydney City, seen here 
hurdling over Melita Eagles Billy Griffiths’ 


sliding tackle, 

last week surprisingly signed Jongstanding record for 
with the Newcastle Breakers. most games in the NSL. 

Having lost Shane Pryce The fabulous Melta had 
during the off season to the played no less than a colos- 
Perth Glory, Newcastle's sal 445 NSL matches, an all 
coach Lee Sterrey had to time high in any form of 
move fast and pick up anoth- footballing code in 
er experienced free-back. Australia. 

When he heard that Alex right now is sitting 


Zoricich was being tumed 
Joose by Olympic, Sterrey 
quickly moved in with a.con- 
tract for the goalscoring Kiwi 
defender, 

eeee 


Chris Zoricich: Snapped up by Newcastle. 


representative from Soccer 
Australia attended. 

Even more alarmingly, 
one of Joe Watson’s high 
profiled coaches, also failed 
to make the ‘crease’. 

The President of the 
NSW Soccer Federation 
Mr Peter Gray however, 
was there, 

Maybe it was because of 
the fact that Mr Gray is 
just one rare administrator 
involved’ in Australian 
Soccer that has actually 
played the game at a high 
level. 

The absence of these key 


LEX TOBIN, the for- 

mer Australian World 
Cup captain, was last week 
named by the Parramatta 
Power’s Head coach David 
Mitchell that he would be 
skippering the Power this 
season. 

The towering Tobin 
takes over the ‘stripes’ 
from former Power captain 
and sweeper, Richard 
Plesa, who was transferred 
back to his old club Sydney 
United during the off-sea- 
son. 

The giant central mark- 
er and former Adelaide 
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and clash with the current 
*NSL Champions, 

On their way to the Final, 
Wollongong knocked off 
Sydney Olympic, Marconi 
and the Parramatta Eagles. 

The two finalists were 
coached by former 
Australian World Cup play- 
ers, Ronnie Corry 
(Wollongong) and Dougie 
Utjesenovic, (Bonnyrigg). 

This Cup toumament has 
been organised by the NSW 
Police Force in honour of 
David Carty and Peter 
Forsyth who were tragically 
killed whilst in the line of 
duty. 

Another significant match 
saw the Victorian Police run 
out 2-1 winners over the 
NSW Police, via a penalty 
shoot-out after the match 


Alex Tobin: The Power's new captain. 


on having played a mam- 
moth 436 games in the 
NSL, the lot having been 
knocked up with his old 
club, Adelaide City. 
eeoe 
fies WOLLONGONG 
WOLVES last Sunday 
at the Melita Stadium, won 
the annual NSW Police 
‘Carty and Forsyth Memorial 
Cup’ by defeating a gallant 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles in 
the Final of the Round Robin 
One Day tournament. 
Bonnyrigg reeled off vic- 
tortes against NSL sides 
Sydney Olympic, Northern 
Spirit and the Parramatta 
Power to climb into the Final 


temained scoreless at full- 
time. 

During the day compli- 
mentary coaching clinics 
were set up for all attending 
junior players. 

eo0ee 

ARCO TARDELLI, 

the former Italian 
World Cup winning and 
goalscoring midfielder, is 
expected tomorrow 
(Wednesday) tobe named 
as the successor to 
Marcello Lippi as manager 
of Inter Milan. 

Tardelli earlier this year 
coached Italy’s Under 21s 
to. win the European 
Championship, and 
brought the same squad to 


Ronnie Corry: Coach of the Wollongong Wolves. 


Marco Tardelli: To be 
named as, coach of 


Inter Milan. 
Melbourne and Adelaide 
that did battle with 
Australia in the recent 
Olympic Games. 

esee 
IR ALEX FERGUSON, 


Manchester United’s all- 
conquering manager, is to 
call it a day at the end of this 
season. 

Who will march in at Old 
Trafford to take over the 
‘electric chair’? 

Its like singing after 
Frank Sinatra, really. 

Don’t be surprised if 
‘Captain Marvel’ (Bryan 
Robson, current boss at 
Middlesbrough), is calfed in 
by United's Board of 
Directors. 


Bryan Robson: Will he 
boomerang back to 
United as manager? 


ee0ee 
HE NEWCASTLE 
BREAKERS last 
Saturday had a friendly hit 
out against the Parramatta 
Power at Parklea. 

With the scores locked in 
at 2-2, the Power surged 
forward late in the match 
to add another two goals to 
win the match 4-2. 

The Power’s goals came 
from mobile striker Joel 


Griffiths (2), newly signed 
towering striker Hamilton 
Thorp plus from another 
new signing, experienced 
tough defender Nick Orlic. 

Newcastle’s goals were 
scored by new signings, 
Daniel McBreen and 
Anthony Surjan, with 
Surjan and Peter Tsekenis 
outstanding in the midfield. 

ecco 


Joel Griffiths: Power 
Striker already 
switched on. 


PEAKING OF THE 

PARRAMATTA 
POWER, most teams this 
season will find that the 
Power should dominate-most 
aerial duels. 

David Mitchell's squad 
this season is loaded with 
‘tall timber’ almost all over 
the pitch. 

Four of the Power's new 


dl i 
Hamilton Thorp: 
Another ‘tall-timber’ for 
the Power. 


signings are all six foot plus, 

Last season’s Grand Final 
penalty-shoot-out hero with 
the Wollongong Wolves, 
goalkeeper Les Pogliacomi, 
should easily swallow all 
crosses fired into his box. 

Twin central defenders 
Alex Tobin and Nick Orlic 
will dominate everything in 
the air down the back, whilst 
up front, the Power this sea- 
son has a real targetman and 
somebody that they can real- 
ly ‘hit’, in the lofty 25-year- 
old goal-ace, Hamilton 
Thorp. 

The Power’s first game of 
the new season kicks off this 
Friday night’ at the 
Parramatta Stadium against 


neighbouring rivals, Marconi 
at 7.30pm. 
ee0ee 

ARCONI tomorrow 

night (Wednesday) 
has arranged a ‘Special 
Supporters’ Night’ that 
will be staged at the Club’s 
main auditorium. 

Kick off has been set 
down for 6.30 pm. 

This now ‘annual get-_ 
together’ will see 
Marconi’s newly formed 
squad, plus coaching staff, 
paraded to the supporters. 


Jose Luis Chilavert: 
Paraguay’s captain 
scores again. 


Chad Gibson: Marconi’s tenacious goalscoring 


midfielder. 
e000 8000 
‘OSE LUIS AVID BECKHAM, 
CHILAVERT, England and 


Paraguay’s World Cup 
captain and goalkeeper, 
racked up his 50th goal last 
Sunday in a crucial World 
Cup qualifier in Bogota, 
Colombia. 

The flamboyant, (yet 
sometimes irritating custodi- 
an), scored right on fulltime, 
bending his free-kick around 
the ‘wall’ to give his side a 
0-2 win over Colombia, 


RypeE 


SOCCER CLUB 


Invites suitable applications with minimum 
Intermediate Level Certificate for the 2001 season 
for the following coaching positions: 


Manchester United’s mag- 
nificent right midfield 
playmaker, was again tor- 
mented by a section of 
nasty England fans on the 
weekend at Wembley 
Stadium, in the 0-1 World 
Cup qualifier loss against 
arch rivals Germany. 
Beckham has copped 
abuse with monotonous 
regularity since the last 


cirY 


U/11’s and U/12’s 


Note: Assistant coaches may also apply. 
All applications should be addressed to:- 


The Secretary 
Ryde City Soccer Club 
PO Box 391, 
North Ryde NSW 1670 
Or Fax 9887 1324 
Trials for Cadet and Youth League 
to to be held on: 


Sunday 8th, 15th, 22nd October, 2000 


For further information contact 
Youth Director Warwick Andrews. 
Phone: 9899 4044 (after hours) 


World Cup finals in 
France. 

It was in France where 
the elegant playmaker was 
ridiculously sent off against 
Argentina for ‘fouling’ 
Argentine ‘cheat’ midfield- 
er, Diego Simeone. 

England lost that match 
on a penalty-shoot-out and 
ultimately crashed out of 
the France World Cup 
Finals, 


Cameroon sweeper or mid- 
fielder over the past week. 

The African, Simon Bell, 
was not part of his country's 
recent Olympic Gold medal 
winning squad. 

Kmeevic stated to 'Good 
Oil’ last night: "We have. 
signed seven new players 
during the off season. 

“Norman Tome, Angelo 
Constanzo, Paul Aftkos, 
John Maisano, Sasa 
Radulovic, Raphael Bove 
and John Gibson," ended the 
Marconi boss. 

Marconi’s first match of 
the new season is this Friday 
night, away to the Parramatta 
Power. 

eee 


David Beckham: Still hounded by the whingeing 
Pommies. 


Hysterical England fans, 
plus of course the always 
vicious, vitriolic English 
media, have ever-since 
blamed Beckham for that 
Toss, 

Total and absolute crap. 

In fact it was Simeone 
that had violently fouled 
Beckham from behind. 

The blond England, and 
victimised midfielder, 
whilst lying on the flat of 
his stomach, had meekly 
and blindly lashed out at 
Simeone, with the latter 
‘diving to the floor’ in 
‘agony’, if we all care to 
truthfully remember. 

The whinging Pommies, 
always wanting a scape- 
goat, have targetted the 
wonderful Beckham ever 
since. 

Enough is enough. 

Get off Beckham’s back. 

eee 


Mibrconts coach 
idie Krncevic has 
been trailing a 22-year-old 


Eddie Krncevic: 
Marconi coach. 


YDNEY OLYMPIC 

tomorrow night, 
(Wednesday), will stage its 
2000-2001 Season Launch 
at the panoramic seafood 
restaurant ‘Le Sands’ 
wedged on the shores of 


Ante Moric: New 
signing, midfielder 
from Sydney United. 


Botany Bay at Brighton le 
Sands. 

At the function Olympic 
will unveil its new playing 
strip plus present to the 
media all the Club’s new 
off-season signings, includ- 
ing goalkeeper Clint 
Bolton, Troy Halpin, Greg 
Owens, Elias Augerinos, 
Glenn Moore and Ante 
Moric. 

e000 

YDNEY OLYMPIC on 

the weekend played an 
exhibition match at the 
Nijong Oval in Cooma for 
the second 'Snowy Hydro 
Cup' against the Canberra 
Cosmos. 


Olympic defeated 


Canberra 3-0 with the 
goals coming from trialist 
striker Peter Buljan, 
Lindsay Wilson and from 
the Juniors, Lee Miot. 
e000 
TILL ON SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC. 

The sensational 27-year- 
old Liberian international 
striker Mass Sarr, who had 
been trailling with Olympic 
over the past two weeks, 
suddenly took off last week 
for overseas. 

The powerfully built, 
panther-like goal-ace who 
has played in the French 
League with Montpellier 
and Monaco, was 
rumoured to have received 
an incredible offer to 
return to Germany. 

The Liberian marksman 
had been loaned out to 
German side Bayer 
Leverkusen then later 
drifted across to England 
to turn out with Reading. 

Sarr had also had a spell 
in Croatia with Hajduk 
Split, but of late played in 
the USA. 

However all may not be 
lost for the shocked 
Olympic. 

"Good Oil’ believes that 
Sarr could be making an 
unexpected return to 


Olympic as early as by the 
end of this week. 

Once he's fully fit, Sarr 
will be one of the most 
attractive entertaining 
players in the entire 
League. 

e000 
AE NORTHERN 
SPIRIT has just signed 
a most promising 18-year- 
old striker from the U.K. 

Ben Burgess, formerly of 
England first division side 
Blackburn Rovers, has made 
four appearances with the 
first team at Rovers. 

The Spirit, now owned by 
majority shareholder and 
Scottish giants Glasgow 
Rangers, are starting to yield 
benefits from such an associ- 
ation, 

Blackburn's manager, and 
former Rangers’ skipper, 
Graeme Souness, on the rec- 
ommendation of Glasgow 
Rangers' Chairman David 
Murray, has sent young 
Burgess to Sydney to link up 
with coach Graham Amold. 

Amold has signed the 
young goalscorer who 
arrived in Sydney early last 
week, to a one-year contract, 

In a friendly hit out 
against. current League 
champions Wollongong 
Wolves last Friday night, 
Burgess scored on his debut 
an excellent goal in the 
Spirit's 2-1 win. 

Burgess came on after the 


break and within 15 minutes 
sent a bullet header into the 
target. 

But his goal was not the 
only aspect of his play that 
Amold liked. 

"He threw himself about 
well, made strang raids and 
has some pace,” Amold stat- 
ed. 

Amold added: "He did 
very well in his first match. 

"He scored a great goal 
plus did a lot of work off the 
ball. 

"For a big guy he showed 
some good touches and 
looked as if he had some 
mongrel in him. 

"A great attribute for a 
striker," ended Arnold, him- 
self a former international 
striker. 


Graham Arnold: Happy 
to have recruit from 
the U.K. 


MSC 


ERPOOL, 


MSC LIVERPOOL 
SOCCER CLUB 
SEASON 2001 


FEDERATION SUPER LEAGUE 


PLAYERS REQUIRED FOR U/18, U/21 
AND FIRST GRADE 


Trials commence Monday 16 October at 7.00pm for 
U/18 and U/21 
Tuesday 17 October at 7.00pm for First Grade 
Thursday 19 October at 7.00pm for all three grades. 


Youth Cadet League Trials 


Commencing 29 October for all grades. 
U/M11 at 9.00am, U/12 at 10.30am, U/13 at 12ncon 
U/4 at 1.30pm, U/15 at 3.00pm, U/16 at 4.30pm 


ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT 
HAMMONDVILLE PARK HEATHCOTE, 
HAMMONDVILLE 


STANMORE HAWKS 


SOCCER CLUB 
56-58 Stanmore Roud, Stanmore 2042 


FOR ALL GRADES — 
+ SENIORS IN NSWF SUPER LEAGUE 
* DIVISION 1 YOUTH LEAGUE AND 
CADET LEAGUE 
Oe 
SENIOR GRADES PLAYING IN 
SUPER LEAGUE (winter season) 
(First Grade, Under 21 and Under 18) 
‘Tuesdays and Thursdays from 3 October, 2000 at 
Tempe Reserve, Holbeach Avenue, Tempe — 6.30pm 
tok kk 
DIVISION 1 YOUTH LEAGUE (U13s to U16s) 
And CADET LEAGUE (U11s and U12s) 
Mondays and Wednesdays commencing from 
4th October 2000. 
Tempe Reserve, Holbeach Avenue, Tempe — 6.30pm 


Enquiries: FIRST GRADE- 
George Lazarou (coach) Tel. 0414 972 147 
UNDER 18S AND 21s: 
Peter Kittos 0407 407 014 or 9547 3399 
YOUTH LEAGUE: 

Soto Mavros 0417 653 979, 9560 3999 or 
Mr Tom Gambrellls 9588 1215 
CADET LEAGUE: 

John Sopina 0418 970 915 
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By. ‘Allan Crisp Crisp 


Festival Centre last Friday night. 


round voting supplied by the referees, 


decision in round 19. 


Brooks’ 27, 


“By Otto Bader 


‘olves Book/Video — instigated by 

Marketing Guru Greg Burgess who 
talked Mercury journalist Phil Murphy — 
the lone soccer media voice among an other- 
wise rugby league orientated paper — into 
writing a souvenir booklet compiling the 
fantastic Grand Final win of the Wolves in 
Perth against all odds, a book was launched 
this week by Lord Mayor George Harrison 
titled Wollongong Wolves — Dreams Come 
True. 

A video was created by WIN Television 
sports reporter Paul Scott, a soccer player 
himself in the past, Both are for sale at $20- 
for the Book and $30- for the Video, avail- 
able at the Wolves office Brandon Park or 
any brarfch of the Illawarra Credit Union. 

For the club and players it is a first and 
will be remembered forever in their lives, 
probably never to be repeated as quickly for 
the area, 

EERE 

ponsors Support The Wolves — at this 

‘week’s sponsors and supporters presenta- 
tion at Hoyts Theatre as Major Sponsor 
KIDZ.NET was conformed with an impor- 
tant backing, showing their satisfaction with 
the past season and relations with the club. 

Further support was won from Super 
Premier sponsors Unanderra Hardware Man 
and City Bricklaying as well as numerous 
associated sponsors, The colourful match 
day programme will be printed again by 
South Coast Graphic Printers with the assis- 
tance of Nathan Simpson as co-ordinator, 

The function was attended by 200 people 
with a new first-released movie shown after- 
wards to cap off the entertainment. 

anne 

On at WIN Stadium — Wolves coach 
Ron Corry and his players had their first 
touch and feeling of the surroundings and 
atmosphere of the new home ground. Fans 
were inyited to an open day to take the 
chance to talk to players and the coach, as 


YATES TRIUMPHS IN 
MEDAL COUNT 


ce Modbury Jets defender Mark Yates has won 
Sergio Melta Medal as the SA Soccer 
Federation's Premier League Player of The Year 
from Blue Eagles scoring hotshot Michael Brooks. 
Tn a count every bit as nail-biting as the 2000 
Smoke-Free Grand Final between Modbury and the 
Eagles, Yates edged out Brooks by five votes to win 
the acclaim of the full-house crowd at the Adelaide 


Just as the former Adelaide City Force pair battled 
it out in thrilling league jousts during the season, so 
Yates and Brooks went head to head in the round by 


Yates led Brooks by three points after round 18 PCTS. 
and increased his advantage with a best on ground 


Neither player polled in the following round to 
give big Yates an unassailable lead, but the Jets 
defender gathered a further three pointer in the final 
round to sweep over the fine with 32 votes to 


But, Brooks, a previous Melta Medal winner in 


of 25 strikes. 

Yates, who is the second player to bring medal 
glory to Modbury, following in the boot studs of 
1995 winner, Carl Whitehead, was glowing in his 
praise of Jets coach Duane Gray. 

“Duane revived my enthusiasm for the game 
because he made training more enjoyable,” Yates 
said during his impressive acceptance speech. 

“[’m just so happy that Modbury got into the 
grand final,” said Yates, who capped a great season 
by sharing the club’s Player of The Year award with 
Modbury captain Duane Dobson, who finished third 
in Friday’s count with 19 votes. 

Croydon Kings striker Joel Porter, now with 
Melbourne Knights, and White City Woodville’s 
Damian Stam were next with 17 votes each, while 
Campbelltown Red Devils midfielder Paul Beltrame 
polled 16. 

Port Pirie City striker John Christopoulos tallied 
33 votes, polling in 15 rounds to win the State 
League Bob Telfer Medal from last year’s winner 
Rick Cerrachio of Northem Demons, who amassed 
27 points. 

Phil Scardigno won the Coach of TheYear award 
for his sterling first season with Croydon Kings, an 
award he will cherish because it was judged by his 


Adelaide City Force teenager, Lucas Pantelis, 18, 
won the inaugural Mutual Community Rising Star 
award, which carries a prize purse of $1000. 

The Referee of The Year award was won by Grand 
Final whistler Sam Hasic. 


OTHER AWARDS 
harlie Caruso Trophy (Premier League Under 
23’s); Fred Agias (SAIS) 24 votes. Len Alagich 


THE CROSSBAR 


Lucas Zelka (Olympic FC) 16 votes each. John 
Francis Trophy (Premier League Under 19’s) Dario 
Barisic (Raiders) 23 votes. Rab Jones Trophy (State 
League Under 19's. Jindou Lee (Enfield Falcons) 19 
votes. 


AT LAST 
Ww” back in its August 8, 2000 edition, ABSW 
reported this — “Major coaching changes at 
both Premier League and State League level are in 
the melting pot for next season with former Adelaide 
City and Socceroo sweeper Milan Ivanovic due to be 
discarded by the Zebras as their Premier League 

That forecast was stringently denied by Adelaide 
City Force secretary Tony Antenucci, who said, “We 
have not yet discussed the Premier League coaching 
appointments for next season.” 

We begged to differ, then after a dignified period 
of prolonged silence, last week a press release from 
the club stated that coach Ivanovic HAD parted com- 
pany with the club after failing to come to terms on 
his reappointment. 

‘Then on Saturday the club announced that anoth- 
er former City champion defender, Neville 
Flounders, has been appointed to the Premier League. 
coaching post — a decision that we believe was 
made several weeks ago. 

The positive news, released last Saturday, was that 
Flounders will be joined by retired NSL player Carlo 
Talladira to work in conjunction with senior coach 
Zoran Matic and his assistant Sergio Melta. 


FORCE OFFICIALS QUIT 


that positives must be sought, but the alarming 
defection of two high profile City officials last 
Friday, looms large as a negative. 

It was then that barrister Pat Amey tendered his 
resignation as a director of the ‘club, citing work 
Pressures as his major reason for the decision. 

Coupled with that bombshell, came news that pro- 
motions manager, Angelo Picca had quit the club, 
after manfully shouldering most of the duties previ- 
ously carried out by marketing guru Ned Coten. 

Asked to comment on the departures, City presi- 
dent Bob D’ Ottavi, replied, “We have enough people 
at the club to do the job.” 

Perhaps this is the case, but it can be no coinci- 
dence that the press releases have been non-existent 
since Angelo Picca departed the scene. 


VIDDIE IN DOUBT 
fhe chances of Force captain Aurelio Vidmar tak- 
ing the field in the early stages of the new season 
are, unfortunately, extremely remote. 

Vidmar has a groin injury that could, in his own 
words, “keep me out of action for around six more 
weeks.” 

His last visit to the medicos revealed some dis- 
turbing tears which could require surgery. 

Vidmar said he would be seeking further medical 
advice on the injury that caused him to reject a 
Socceroo call-up from Frank Farina for the Dubai 
Series, 


Allan Crisp can be heard each Tuesday from 
7.300m-9am on the SRPH Breakfast Soccer 
Show (I197AM), along with former Australian 


1996, enjoyed a memorable night by winning the 
Mitre Golden Boot award as the leading net buster 
with 29 goals — a feat that eclipsed his 1996 effort 


well as a photo opportunity 
The two local television stations sent 
cameras around as well as the local media. 

The newly laid turf did not look too hot 
and needs time and hot weather to develop. 

‘The field has been widened with specta- 
tors much closer to the action. Seating on the 
west and south sides is plentiful, the hill on 
the east with the beach behind could turn out 
to be popular. 

The floodlights are very much improved 
and suitable for television, The surface 
looked a bit rough and the players hope it 
will knit-together in time. It is a new venue 
and the team has to get used to the new 
dimension of the ground after being com- 
fortable at Brandon Park for many years. 

The fans may take a while to settle down 
and pick their favourite spot. One knows old 
habits linger on and the issue of Brandon 
Park is still hotly discussed 
locally and in the 
mind of some people 
not buried yet by a 
long shot, even the 
Premier’s department 
has been contacted 
with more meetings 
and proposals to fol- 
low. 

About 100 people 
tured up for the open 
day at WIN Stadium which 
is encouraging with the first 
game to kick off on Saturday 
October 14th against Perth Glory. 

naan 

‘eweomers — at the first training ses- 

sion at WIN Stadium 21-year-old 
Richard Iwai was eager to show his talent. 
The youngster has played five internationals 
for his home country Vanuatu and scored 12 
goals, named also the ‘Player-of-the-tourna- 
ment’ recently in the Confederation Cup in 
Tahiti. 

Another interesting trialist is Filip Marzec 
2t years also, a former Sydney Olympic 
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Trophy (State League Under 23’s); James Costa 
(Enfield Falcons), Lucky Paikos (Olympic FC), 


midfielder who has been playing in the 
Polish First Division for three years. 
Obviously the Wolves coach Ron Corry will 
have a look at both together with several 
other new prospects before offering the play- 
ers a contract. 
Enna 

atest Trial-Match — against 

Sutherland, a State League side, the 
Wolves had to work a bit harder to come 
from behind to win 4-3 with all new ‘possi- 
bles’ given a run, goals coming from regular 
Sasho Petrovski after coming off the bench 
in the second half, Vanuatu striker Richard 
Iwai and sweeper Ben Blake. 

Coach Ron Corry made some changes 
from his normal starting line-up to have a 
good look at every newcomer trying to 
impress. The kid from Vanuatu looked 
impressive, scoring a gem of a goal in the 
first half and set another one 

up for Petrovski 
to score. Trialist 
Filip Marzec looked 
the part in the first half 
but is lacking in 
match fitness but 
could be an asset if 
fully fit. 
Wolves young- 
sters Beren Sullivan and 

Steve Dimitrievski both 
played well and will definitely 
be back-up players in the 
squad. It will take a couple of more 


wi) friendly matches for the coach to make 


up his mind as to who will be retained 
from the newcomers besides the 17 regulars 
from last season who are already signed. 

Ron Corry and his assistant Stuart Beedie 
are searching for the strongest formation and 
still have a couple of players to come from 
overseas. The build-up so far seems to point 
to a strong side to tackle and defend the title 
in the nevaseason, 

' Han 


A of South Australia’s soccer loving public is 
oping that Adelaide City Force will not discard 
its habit of playing finals football this season. 

On the virtual eve of this campaign it is essential 


WOLLONGONG NEWS 


arra Local Sides Prepare — even 
though the local soccer does not start 
before February/March 2001 the clubs in 
both divisions are by no means idle. Premier 
League side Port Kembla under the guidance 
of former Socceroo Adrian Alston have 
signed striker Zvonko Usljebrka, well 
known with stints at Cringila Lions, overseas 
in Europe, Sydney United lately in the 
National Soccer League. 

Alston is also looking at another former 
Parramatta Melita midfielder Brett Kinimont 
and in case one or two leaving the club sev- 
eral talented youngsters could be promoted, 
Port Kembla has been one of the more suc- 
cessful soccer clubs in Illawarra, having won 
15 trophies in the past eight seasons. Other 


local clubs are not idle either and a lot of 
contacts are being made to lure players. 

Nominations for the ICU Premier League 
and ICU First Division close on Monday 
16th October with two new clubs expected to 
be promoted in Picton Rangers and 
Balgownie Rangers, one of Australia’s old- 
est soccer clubs, founded around 1883, both 
eager to strengthen their previous First 
Division sides to compete in the higher 
grade. 

The Illawarra Soccer Association has won 
an increased financial sponsorship from the 
Illawarra Credit Union for the new season. 
The 2001 format should be known after 
nominations are received and the draw being 
completed. 


sea mpaaey 14, 1S and 


Sele A evel rater engine 


Simply the coaches at all. ‘eves in the 
state will be on the same wavelength as 
national junior cooch Postecoglon. 

Ken ‘Kaiser, eh ‘coaching and 
development in northem NSW. conducted in 
Newcasti¢ at the weekend a seminar with the 
1] essociation coaches end the youth coach- 
iain perme pi ey 
{ification programme put in 
Postecoglou at the National Identification 
‘Titles cartier this year, 

“Ange Postecoglou’s seminar demonstra 
oo : ee bese ce 
a lug in in 
Kes tai oa 
“The purpose of this seminar i to ensure 


esis Neiceal Yous tenet 
fu funded by the federation and 


‘The coaching staif for the Super Youth 
Leagne reads like a who's who of coaches 
and former piayers with an ‘ubundance: of 


experience, 

‘Brett Cowbern will coach the Youth side, 
‘Tagaroulias the Colts with the Super Youth 
headed up by Grahany Jennings, = former 
Soccerog, 1o coach the 17"s, 

Keith: Harris, coach of the KB United 
Youth side that won the premiership in 1983 
1D over Marconi and Trevor Smythe will be 
fn Charge of the 15's. Graham Swan (14's) 
and Glen Kaiser (13's) wilt control the 


Con cmbnaced the progranime as part of 
i ss 

the rescue bid and the identified talented 
players will now have a direct carces path to 
tho NSL." Ken Kaiser added 


FIGHTING FINISH TO LAURIE 
CHWAB MEMORIAL MATCH 


By Bert van Bedaf 


jhe Melbourne 
Knights came from 
behind to defeat 


stand-in team Carlton 2-1 
in a brawling finish to the 
third annual Laurie 
Schwab memorial match at 
Knights Stadium last 
Sunday. 

Eighteen-year-old substi- 
tute Anthony Pelikan struck 
the winner with a pressure 
penalty in the 82nd minute 
when Carlton defender Craig 
Deans had fouled Joel Porter 
in the box. An all-in brawl 
ensued, during which Carlton 
captain Andrew Marth and 
Knights defender Rody 
Vargas clashed heatedly. 

Carlton coach Stuart 
Munro immediately substitut- 
ed Marth, a former champion 
Knights captain, to avoid any 


more aggravation. 

The Schwab memorial 
match, in honour of the late 
soccer writer Laurie Schwab, 
is traditionally _staged 
between the Knights and 
South Melbourne, but South 
coach Michael Petersen pre- 
ferred not to play the Knights 
a third time, immediately 
after the Tynan-Eyre Cup, 
and Carlton stepped into the 
breach, 

Carlton played without 
defenders David McPherson 
and Steve Horvat (both 
slightly injured). It had John 
Markovski and Joe Tricarico 
on the bench, Mike Conroy 
was also absent, pending his 
transfer to Eastern Pride. 

For the Knights, Alex 
Kiratzoglou played his first 
full match after injury, while 
Anton Koyacic was on the 
bench. Striker Adrian 
Cervinski is yet to come into 


Andrew Marth: All-in brawl saw him substituted. 


the side. Knights latest sign- 
ing, Ivan Zelic (Adelaide City 
Force) watched from the 
stands. He should be included 
as stopper in the opening 
NSL match against Brisbane 
‘on Saturday, 

Carlton sprinted to an early 
lead after 18 minutes from a 
Dino Terminello cross. The 
Knights defence cleared 
poorly and Ange 
Motsiopoulos blasted it home 
with a low shot in the right 
comer as an unmarked Marth 
jumped over the ball to let it 
through. 

The Knights relied heavily 
on the skills of new signings 
Toto Da Costa and the grit of 


through injury. He was 
stretchered off in the 60th 
minute with a suspected bro- 
ken toc and replaced with 
Steve Martin. 

‘The Knights levelled in the 
63rd minute when substitute 
Paul Magdic, on for Zolten 
Zold at half time, drove the 
ball in the net from outside 
the area after Carlton only 
half-cleared a Da Costa cross. 

Da Costa incurred a ham- 
string strain in the 72nd 
minute and left the field. 
Anthony Pelican came on as. a 
substitute and 10 minutes 
later became the Knights’ 
hero striking the winning 


losing the Tynan-Eyre Cup 
final to South Melbourne. 

“It is good for the boys. 
They welcome it because il is 
good preparation for the sea- 
son. They know now they can 
beat a team like Carlton,” 
Vanis said. 

“When we were 1-0 down 
at half time, we tried to get 
more of the ball in the second 
half. We created more 
chances and Carlton didn’t 
have a shot on goal. People 
didn’t think we could get a 
win against Carlton, but the 
boys showed a lot of determi- 
nation,” he said. 

Munro wasn’t too disap- 
pointed losing a week before 
the start of the NSL season. 

“I thought the boys did 
teally well. It took us a while 
to get settled, because we 
played a slightly different set- 
up (Motsiopoulos as the lone 
striker). But it's a shame the: 
game finished in the way it 
did (with a penalty and a 
brawl), because for 90 per 
cent of the game I was very 
happy with the play,” Munro 
said, 

“The only thing I was con- 
cerned about was the way we 
played. I wasn’t worried 
about the result. The results 
start next week,” he said. 
Carlton travels to Canberra 
for its opening match against 


Viado Vanis: pas after winning his first trophy. 


By Bert van Bedat Bert van Bedaf 


mn the legends match, Melbourne 
Knights also came from behind to 
beat South Melbourne 3-2 in what 
truly was a match of two halves. South 
went into the break two goals up but a 
match-making performance by Mate 
Bozic bagged victory for the home side. 

The Knights included such former stars 
as Ivan Duzel and Josip Biskic, both still 
playing at Fawkner in the Victorian 
Premier League, Billy Vojtek and John 
Gardiner. 

South had Alan Davidson, who also 
played for the Knights a few seasons ago, 
and busy midfielder Peter Tsolakis, playing 
at Port Melbourne in the VPL. 

South Melbourne hit the front after 18 
minutes from what appeared an offside 
cross, ; 

Tsolakis provided the through-ball wide 
to Bobby McGuinness, who appeared to be 
in an offside position. But the flag stayed 
down and Ulysis Kokkinos sidefooted the 
ball home from McGuinness’s cross 

McGuinness accounted for South’s sec- 
ond goal with an excellent shot after 30 


LEGENDS ENTERTAIN CROW 


Joel Porter to penetrate the 
Carlton defence, while 
Motsiopoulos proved the 
major threat’ up front for 
Carlton. 
The Blues lost their only 
signing Robbie Middleby 


minutes, setting up what could have been a 
comfortable South win. 

But the Knights had other thoughts and 
struck back quickly after the break. Bozic 
was on target after 50 minutes, but South 
‘keeper Paul McCann blocked his shot. 
Bogdan Bonk, a former North Geelong and 
Bulleen coach, however, struck the rebound 
to peg a goal back Duzel put in the cross 
from which Bozic slotted home the equalis- 
er 10 minutes later. Bozic lobbed McCann 
a minute later, but the South ‘keeper man- 
aged to clear before the ball crossed the 
line, 

George Campbell had the chance to put 
South ahead again, but Knights ‘keeper 
Ivica Sliskovic saved his shot, 

Bozic hit the winner in the 75th minute 
and hit the post a minute later. 

Duzel showed his skills with 10 minutes 
left, dancing around several South defend- 
ers in the box, but when he got around to 
getting in a shot McCann got a hand to the 
ball to clear. 

Playing at a gentle pace, the legends dis- 
played all the skills that made them house- 
hold names in years past, entertaining the 
1500 crowd that had tumed up for the 
memorial match, 


penalty. Cosmos. 
Knights coach Vlado Vanis arite 
collected his first trophy after wy 


YOUTH DEMOLISH 
COUNTRY TEAM 


By Bert van Bedat 


nm the youth match, the Knights demolished 

Cobram 9-0, Senior coach Barry Horsfall, a former 

ive at the Knights and South Melbourne, 

coached the youngsters, who tasted a national league 
environment for the first time. 

Scorers for the Knights were Harry Matkovic (3), J 
Loncaric. (2), Tomislav Muretic (2), Ben Cogger (1 
Robert Carmignani (1). 

Knights youth coact Luciano Trani said the emphasis of 
Re maine He on en eee 


The rel wasn't important, It was more a case of giv- 
ing youngsters, especially from the country, an opportuni- 
ty 10 come and experience national league stats,” Trani 
said. 

‘The Knights: organised the match with the view of 
becoming more involved with soccer in the country. 
Cobram could become a feeder club to the Knights as part 
of a major push into the north-east region of Victoria, 

“The club aims to broaden its base in the country area 
and harvest a good crop of players that are out there,” 
Trani said. 

“National league clubs will need to.put in an effort, pos- 
sibly sending youth teams and hold clinics. We need to 
give young country players a chance to become part of the 
action. The relationship between NSL clubs and country 
clubs in Victoria needs to become a lot closer,” he said. 


FOREST KILLARNEY SOCCER CLUB 


Is seeking expressions of interest for the 
role of 

Senior Coach for our AL.1 Squad 
in the 2001 season. 

We are a small to average sized Club with- 

in the Manly Warringah Soccer Association 

with a strong, local community identifica- 

tion and would like to secure a Coach to 

guide our AL1 team with a view to future 
promotion into Premier League. 


All applications will be treated on the basis 
of potential benefit to the team and Club, 
and not necessarily strictly on qualifications. 
Please reply. by 1st December, 2000 to: 


The Secretary 
Forest Killarney Soccer Club 
P.O. Box 57 
Forestville. NSW. 2087. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS SC 


COME & TRIAL WITH THE BEST CLUB IN 
THE WEST, YOUTH LEAGUE & CADETS 


Mon 16th & 23nd October U/11's & U/12's 
Tues 17th & 24th October U/13's 
Wed 18th & 25th October U/14's 
Thur 197h & 26th October U/15's 
Fri 20th & 27th October U/16's 


TRIALS AT HAJDUK STADIUM | 
130 EDENSOR ROAD, ST JOHNS PARK 
Saturday 21st & 28th October 
U/11's 9am — U/12’s 11am — U/13’s Ipm 
Sundays 22nd & 29th October 
U/14's 9am — U/13's 11am — U/16's Ipm 
For Further Information Contact the 


Club’s President Charles Abdilia 
0416 171 896 or 9757 2906 


Bankstown City Cubs, a joint venture between 
Bankstown Amateur Soccer Association and 
Bankstown City Lions Soccer Club, will be 
holding trials for season 2001 as follows: 


Trial Dates 


Under 13, 14, 15 — Each Tuesday & 
Thursday during October 
Under 11 — Each Wednesday & Friday 


during October 
All trials will be held at O'Neill Park Yagoona 
commencing at 5.00pm 


ENQUIRIES: PH 9600 6261 
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AST FRIDAY affernoen at the Saint Jede’s Church in Randwick, 
Sydney, well over 1,000 fiends and relatives crammmed into the ely 
to attend the funeral service of their beloved wee internation- 

‘al Seccer legend, Joe Watson. 
‘Bom Ist Jansary 1952, little Foey ultimetely lost hha titendc battle with the 
cruel disease cancer st 4.45 am, September 30th 2000, in the St George 


Hospital 

‘The former Sydney City wonder-winger played 17 fall internationals for 
Scotland in 1985. 

Joe’s most untimely death, has left a massive void in Australian Soccer, 

‘Bédie Thomson, the former Anstraliaa World Cup coach who inew Jos 
‘Watson as 2 player extremely well when Thomeon played, captained and then 
‘coached Hakosh then named Sydocy City, the only Clab Joey played for since 
‘suigrating to Australis, stated to ABSW at the funeral: 

“Joe was a wee man with a big heart. Bverybody's friend. 

“Hie typified the wee Scottish winger-cheeky on as weil as off the patch. 


Scottish Piper leads Reverend Gregory Job followed by 
Joe Watson's pall-bearers, out from St Jude’s Church, 


“Brerybody knew Joc Watson was very skilfsi, bot mot many know how 
tough mentalty he was. 

“Toe couida’t be kicked-off the park. 

“Iga very sad day. 

“Ws like losing a brother from Syciney City,” Thomeca lamented. 

Meenwhil, former Australian World Cup captain (1981) and robust mid- 
fielder, also former Sydacy City captain, Murray Bemes, stated after the faner- 
‘al to ABSW: “He (Joe) was 2 footballer’s dream to play with as a forwani. 

“A gifted winger or midfielder. 

“He held the bail too long for my liking, but as a person and player, he was 
‘gifted and had a personality. 

“He war a ‘show’ on his own right,” Barnes sadly reflected. 

Another former Sydacy City team-mate, the granite-herd international stop- 
per Steve O’Comnoe, stated: “Joe Watson was jest an excellent and creative 


PT el end el we “4 

Seme Of The Current snd Oid Players Spotted At Wateen’s Fomeral, 
woe 

Sim Achaticy, Ala Aimafic, Moray Bames, Dave Burtt, Jokany Bradley, 
Emie Campbell, Todd Clarke, Paul Cootes, Jean Paul de Marigny, John 
‘Devaney, Mike Gibsos, Gey Gomez, Terry Greedy, Howard Hadley, Thay 


Johany Warren, Barry Welker, Keany Witsoe, Dennis Yanger and Heamy 


(Coaches and Officials, (lermer and corrent}, in atiendamre, were: 
Eddie Thome, Stove O'Connor, Dave Brows, David Mitchell, Lawrie Fonner international goalkeepers (I to r} Tony Pezzano and 


‘McKinsa and Keany Schembri, David Childs, Peier Gexy, Charice Jars, ‘Tomy Greedy, with former Sydney City Soccer Secretary, 
‘Andcow Lederer, Don O’Reagan, Peter Russell and Sasumy Vella, David Chitds. 


Sydney City Team-maies and close friends of Joe Watson 
Tasktig ations Joe's rive yew okL soa eteeses nats Bathe Try penta O'Cemor reenter 
the second of two white doves on the lawns of BE Bie Fenty ay een O. CONROE mae 
‘St Jude's Church et Randwick, 2s a sign of peace. Eddie Thomson and Alex Robertson. 
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Our Anthony ‘Signs on for Life’ 


Denise and Anthony Raineri after the Church cere- 
mony, and inside the Bridal Mercedes stretch limo. 


By John Economos 


NTHONY 

RAINERI, twice an 

Editor of the 
Australian and British 
Soccer Weekly, was mar- 
ried early last week to 
Sydney Accountant and 
sweetheart, Ms Denise 
Regan. 

Following a most moving 
and very dignified midday 
ceremony at the Joan Of Arc 
Church situated in Five 
Dock, the guests were later 
that afternoon wined and 
dined at the classy Italian 
Testaurant, Grappa, on 
Norton Street in Leichhardt. 

For the past week the 


NSL KICKS OFF 


happy couple are currently 
on their honeymoon, 
embracing the picturesque 
coastal regions of Nelson 
Bay, Port Macquarie and 
have also taken in Grafton. 

The always studious and 
meticulous Anthony, first 
tookover the editorship at 
ABSW in June of 1994. 

That period of time was 
almost at the end of the 
World Cup Finals in the 
USA, a challenge most rel- 
ished by our Anthony. 

By the end of 1996, 
Anthony took off for an orig- 
inally planned three month 
tour of Europe. 

By the time he had visited 
leading newspaper bureaus 
in England, Germany, 


France, Italy, Switzerland 
and Austria, his time in 
Europe had suddenly bal- 
Tooned out to almost nine 


months. 


Upon his retum, Anthony 
took up a journalist position 
with glossy sports mag, 
“Total Sports’. Through this 


people. 


THIS WEEKEND 


Final League Table for 
1999-2000 Season 


No. Team 

1 Perth Glory 

2 Wollongong Wolves 
3 Carlton SC 

4 Adelaide Force 

5 Sydney Olympic 

6 Marconi Stallions. 

7 Newcastle Breakers 
8 Football Kingz 

9 Brisbane Strikers 
10 South Melbourne 
11 Parramatta Power 
12 Melbourne Knights 
13 Northern Spirit 

14 Canberra Cosmos 
15 Gippsland Falcons 
16 Sydney United 


WoeouqnunrisHV8sss62© 368.9 


Friday 13th October 
| 7.30pm 
8.00pm 
Saturday 14th October 
6.00pm 
6.50pm 
7.00pm 
6.30pm 


Sunday 15th October 


3,00pm 
6.30pm 


Previous National League 
Champions of the 90s (note, 
Champion = Grand Final Winner): 


1999/2000 
1998/99 
1997/98 
1996/97 
1995/96 
1994/95 
1993/94 
1992/93 
1991/92 
1990/91 
1989/90 


IROWNID I 


Parramatta Power ¥ Marconi Stallions 
Adelaide City Force v South Melbourne 


Brisbane Strikers v Melbourne Knights 
Wollongong Wolves v Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride v Newcastle 
Canberra Cosmos v Carlton SC 


Sydney United v Northern Spirit 
Sydney Olympic v Auckland Kingz 


Wollongong Wolves 
South Melbourne 
South Melbourne 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
Melbourne Knights 
Adelaide City 
Marconi Fairfield 
Adelaide City 
South Melbourne 
Sydney Olympic 


Parramatta Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


Suncorp Metway Stadium 


WIN Stadium 
Mobil Park 
Bruce Stadium 


Sydney United Sports Centre 
Belmore Sports Ground 


position the former editor of 
ABSW was assigned to do 
numerous ‘one on ones’ with 
leading Australian sports- 


Four of these interviews 
included super sporting stars 
such as Iron Woman champ 
Karla Gilbert, Olympic 1956 


Super Gaclet ane! 
Super Youth 
League Trials 


Gold medalist Murray Rose, 
Aussie Test cricketers, Steve 
Waugh and Shane Warne. 

Last year in August, 
Anthony made a short re- 
appearance as Editor of 
ABSW till the end of that 
year. 

A highly astute and ardent 
fan of Soccer, today Anthony 
Raineri, sports journalist 
extraordinaire, is employed 
by News Interactive (the 
Internet site and wholly 
owned subsidiary of the 
giant media group, News 
Limited). 

The newly weds are due 
back in Sydney this week- 
end and will move into their 
home in the inner Wester 
Suburb of Sydney, the very 
green, Rodd Point. 

From all at ABSW, our 
sincerest congratulations 


—DULI DULI! DULI 
OI! OI! OI! 
DULI! OL! DULI! O1! 


Dulwich Hill Soccer Club requires players for 
the 2001 Super League Soccer Season. 


11 and 12 years — 
Tuesday 10th October 
13 and 14 years— 
Wednesday 11th October 
19 and 17 years — 
Thursday 12th October 


Time: 6.00pm 


Where: Tempe Reserve 

When: Tuesdays & Thursdays at 6.30pm 

From October 10th till November 16th 
Who: U/21s, U/18s. 
1st Grade Only Limited Positions available. Call the Coach: Billy 
Mobile Phone: 0402 415 496 or D. Martins 
Ifyou are 15, 16, or 17 years of age and enjoy playing 

soccer why not give it a go! 

The Club pays for all your expenses and more!! 


MARCONI STALLIONS SOCCER TRIALS 
SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE TRIAL DATES 


** ALL TRIALS WILL BE HELD AT CLUB MARCONI, 
MARCONI PLAZA, BOSSLEY PARK ** 


UNDER 13 —- UNDER 17 SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE 


Tuesday, 10 October, 2000: 
U/13 & U/14: 6.00pm start 


Thursday, 12 October, 2000: 
U/15 & U/17: 6.00pm start 


Tuesday, 17 October, 2000: 
U/A3 & U/14: 6.00pm start 
U/15 & U/17: 7.30pm start 


PLEASE BRING OWN WATER BOTTLES & SPIN PADS 


For further encuiries, please contact Danny Abboud, 
Technical Director of Couching on 9823-2222 
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By Otto Bader 


confident in his own way to face the onslaught 
starting October 14th against top of the league 
side Perth Glory at WIN Stadium in Wollongong. 

He will have by his side as assistant the vastly expe- 
rienced former Scottish Premier League professional 
Stuart Beedie, 

With last season’s 
regular keeper Les 
Pogliacomi gone 
muscle man Daniel 
Beltrame looks as 
the ready made 
replacement, how- 
ever the coach has 
secured from 
Canberra a young 
talented goalkeeper 
in Grant Barlow 
who in Ron Corry’s- 
eyes has potential. 

Also returned 
from a stint in 
England is former 

outh grade keeper 
Tynan Scone On the Matt iorsley: 8 

first look it seems Wolves skipper. 
that Ron Corry has ample talent available to pick the 
tight custodian. 

In defence the Wolves will rely once more on proven 
performers in veteran stopper David Cervinski (only 28) 
who has been around a while, sweeper Robbie Stanton 
also at 28 is a former youth international, 

+ Defenders Alvin Ceccoli and George Souris need not 
praise, both battle hardened national league players, 
They are ably supported by youngster David Hualey, a 
raw talent, captain Matt Horsley and great talent Paul 
Reid, coming of age in Perth (just tumed 20)'as well as 
great schemer Dino Mennillo, a very skilful player. Up 


S= spoken new coach Ron Corry is quietly 


By Alfan Crisp 


A delaide City Force will field a vastly dif- 


ferent team from last season, a situation 
brought about by accident, not design. 

The departure of eight players from last season 
has clouded the prospects of South Australia’s 
only NSL representative club of qualifying for its 
12th successive finals series. 

Olyroo squad defender Ivan Zelic on Friday 
became the latest player to quit the Force squad, 
joining former club captain and senior Socceroo 
skipper Alex Tobin, record breaking goalscorer, 
Damian Mori, ace defender Angelo Costanzo, 
young guns, Matthew Kemp and Michael 
Cartwright, experienced midfielder Carlo 
Talladira and flank defender Dong Ki Kim. 

Tobin will lead Daye Mitchell’s Parramatta 
Power into NSL battle this season, while his for- 
mer deputy Mori will strive to emulate his remark- 
able goal grabbing exploits with Perth Glory. 

Zelic, after being rejected by City coach Zoran 
Matic, has his sights set on joining Melbourne 
Knights, with Costanzo, who enjoyed his best sea- 
son with the Force last campaign, now saddled up 
with the Marconi Stallions. 

Cartwright believes his football future lies with 
the Auckland Kingz, after publicly declaring that 
he should have gained more starting berths with 
City than he was given during the previous season. 

Dong Ki Kim, who also was used sparingly last 
season, has thrown in his lot with Eastern Pride, 
while Talladira, who played under Matic at City 
and Collingwood, will continue his career with 
Adelaide Premier League club Metro Stars. 

Cash-strapped City was unable to match the 
lucrative contracts that lured Mori and Costanzo to 
greener pastures, but the well documented depar- 


front the fire power is expected from Stuart Young, a 
proven striker and former Arsenal junior who can point 
to his share of goals last season, Sasho Petrovski also a 
deadly finisher in front of goal as well as Socceroo 
selected Scott Chipperfield, always dangerous running 
at the opposition. 

Some new players are trying their luck with the 
Wolves at present. Vanuatu striker international Richard 
Iwai (21) looks sharp and could add force to the attack. 

Another tough looking tackler is Filip Marzec who 
Spent some years in the Polish First Division and could 
win a contract with the Wolves. 

Another prospect is Sacha Talesman, a former 
Sydney Olympic junior who has played the last three 
years in France and is eager to prove his worth to the 
Wolves coach. 

Two more experienced players are expected to join.in 
shortly. From Liberia international: midfielder Alex 
Brown who has been drafted into the national team for 
friendly matches and played in the Swiss First Division. 

From Singapore Max Nicholson, an Englishman and 
tough centre of the field tackler, observed by Assistant 
coach Stuart Beedie recently on a special trip to 
Singapore, is expected soon to join the club. 

Trying his luck with the Wolves is local talented 
striker Frank Barila (20), not yet ready to hit the head- 
lines but if he sticks it out, could be a threat to the estab- 
lished strikers, 

Gone from the club besides coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos five more players in striker Esala 
Masi, keeper Les Pogliacomi, midfielder Noel Spencer 
while tough midfielder Mark Robertson is at present in 
England hoping to secure a contract, if not he will return 
to the Wolves. Anthony Surjan has also left. 

Unknown is the fate of New Zealand international 
Neil Harlock who has not been considered by the 
Wolves. Peter Lahanas, Christian Zelvis from the previ- 
‘ous youth grade squad and occasional substitutes for 
first grade have been given clearances, 

While the Wolves have no great so-called “Star-play- 
ers”, the side consist of above average performers, able 
to win their share of games, Time will tell how the team 
has digested the euphoria of winning the NSL champi- 
onship, now having to return to normality and the daily 
grind of the competition. 


Carl Veart: City’s all-rounder will be para- 
mount to success this season, 
ture of Tobin had more to do with his sacking as 
the club’s development officer than any other fac- 
tor. 

Players retained are new captain Aurelio 
Vidmar, allrounder Carl Veart, goalkeeper Adrian 
Cagalj, defender Gianluca Lagati, midfielders, 
Brad Hassell, Nick Sabljak and Lucas Pantelis, 
strikers Claudio Pelosi, Nathan Day and Louis 
Brain. 

New signings are, Ante Koyacevic (Melbourne 
Knights), Fabrizio Bucciarelli (Palermo, Italy), 
former Joey, Aaron Goulding (Elizabeth City), 
Mario Karlovic (Raiders), Ivan Karlovic 
(Raiders), Daniel Godley (Salisbury). , 

Promoted from City’s Premier League squad 
are, Scott Tunbridge and Kristian Rees. 
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By Greg Danvers 


ewcastle United is the short priced 
Neer as a name for the new entity 

from the Hunter Valley in the upcoming 
NSL. 

Unfinished business will be the catch cry of a 
team that is basically the former Newcastle Breakers 
that will play out of Marathon Stadium at 
Broadmeadow. 

Under coach Lee Sterrey and his right hand man, 
former Socceroo and KB United striker, David Lowe 
the team went from cellar dwellers to within a 
whisker of making the semi-finals last season and are 
hell bent on making the top six this season, 

“We have built something really special in the last 
two years,” Mark Wilson told ABSW. 

“And because we have built something in those 
two years we've still got unfinished business and our 
aim is to make the semi-finals. 

“By sticking together (through the last few 
months) we have the opportunity to do that in 
Newcastle for Newcastle.” 

While the normally solid back fence has lost two 
posts in Shane Pryce and Glenn Moore the defensive 
likely back four of Travis Dodd, Todd McManus, 
Chris Zoricich and Andy Roberts will be solid and 
lay the platform for the coming season. 

Youngster James Kemp gave a good showing at 
Tight back in the pre-season challenge and will be a 
good back up for Sterrey. 

The midfield has been strengthened by the acqui- 
sition of Antony Surjan and Peter Tsekenis while the 
front line has been bolstered by the inclusion of 
Esala Masi and local striker Daniel McBreen, 

Andy Harper (toe), Glenn Sprod (knee reconstruc- 
tion) and Adam Sanderson (recovering from a bro- 
ken knee cap) are sidelined. Harper and Sprod to 
return shortly with Sanderson rehabilitating and 
unsure of a return, 

“The three Sydney boys have slotted in really 
well,” Wilson said of Surjan, Tsekenis and Masi 


By Glenn Davis 


benefit from their involvement with new 

sponsor, Italian based Parmalat, with the 
expected arrival this week of Brazilian striker 
Rech Fernando, 

The 1.84m striker, who has played for the 
Yokohama Flugels in the Japanese J League and first 
division in Brazil, is keen to trial and hopefully sign 
for the Strkers’ this season, 

“He’s currently waiting on his holiday visa in 
Brazil and we’re hoping he'll be here for our official 
launch next Thursday,” said Brisbane Strikers secre~ 
tary Ray Evans. 

“He’s coming here for a trial but if things work out 
we’re hopeful he’ll play for us this season.” 

Fernando, married with one child, is the first play- 
er recommended for the Strikers by Parmalat who 
signed up as one of the Strikers’ major sponsors this 
year. 

The news of a possible new striker followed the 
recent signing last week of young midfielder Jade 
North who returned to the club a month ago after tri- 
alling with several European clubs. 

Negotiations also are continuing with midfielder 
Wayne Srhoj, who also is back for the upcoming sea- 
son after trialling overseas. 

Should Femando sign with the club, it would help 
plug a major goal scoring deficiency the Strikers had 
last season which cost it a Top Six berth. 

Brisbane Strikers led the national league competi- 
tion after the first nine rounds last season. 

However, their season fell apart dramatically after 
striker Paul Foster broke a foot and following a num- 
ber of other injuries and suspensions, 

Coach John Kosmina has concentrated finding the 
right combination up front in pre-season games and 
experimented with a three pronged attack in their 
recent 1-0 trial win over Marconi in Caims last week. 

“Realistically on how we performed last season 
we can make the Top Six this year,” Kosmina said. 

“We relied too much on Fossie (Foster) last year 


B risbane Strikers could soon reap an early 


while Zoricich, after signing last week, will settle in 
quickly. 

“They'll all slot in well, the three we lost are a 
huge loss but we have just got to go forward. 

“We’re all keen to ea on with it and play foot- 
ball.” 

For the coaching staff the task will be to improve 
the players’ fitness for 30 rounds of tough football 
with the team expected to warm to the task as the 
Season progresses. 

Newcastle were 
beaten 4-2 on 
Saturday by 
Parramatta Power 
in a four-quarter 
tal that gave 
Sterrey —_confi- 
dence his new 
signings and the 
team’s fitness are 
on track for a 
good season. 

“Overall I was 
very happy, we 
ran out of legs in 
the last quarter but 
the overall foot- 
ball was very 


ood,” St 
John Bounavoglia: aa eH 


Newcastle striker. “Zorro (Chris 


Zoricich) was very solid at the back and has a very 
good passing game and he’ll settle in with Todd 
(McManus) OK. 

“The top six is our main goal,” Sterrey said of the 
coming season. 

“We have got unfinished business and once Con 
Constantine all the off-field things are put in place 
we'll be OK. I know Con wants to look after these 
guys and the jong term future of the club.” 


and we fell in a hole after he broke his foot and we 
got a series of injuries and suspensions. 

“We were on top of the table after nine rounds but 
we played the better football in the last nine games.” 

The Strikers have lost several key players this year 
including former skipper Glen Gwynne (knee recon- 
struction) and Socceroo keeper Clint Bolton who has 
moved to Sydney. 


Glen Gwynne: Big loss to Brisbane. 


As well midfielder Chay Hews has moved to 
Sweden after his recent marriage while fellow mid- 
fielder Brad Ditton has decided to sit out the season 
after playing in the winter season for Rochedale 
Rovers, 

Despite the losses Kosmina hasn’t delved into the 
transfer market and will rely on a talented pool of 
youngsters from the Queensland Academy including 
Jon McNain, Adam Webber, Russell Miner and 
Lawrence Drake. 


Comprehensive Guide — Club by Clu 


There’s not going to be a better antidote to the Olympic blues than a solid dose of National League. The Olyroos may have been the disappointment of the Games, but fans 
will look towards their local teams not to let them down come kick-off time next Friday. Victorian editor Bert van Bedaf preivews the four clubs in the southern state. 


lormer back-to-back champion, South 
Pitts has assembled a formidable side 
that oozes experience, 

The club has gone fully professional and has its aim 
firmly focused on top place. The club finished 10th last 
season, having exhausted itself during the world cup for 
clubs tournament in Brazil. 

Proof that the current quality is much appreciated 
came last Friday night at the club’s lavish season 
launch, when enthusiastic backers forked out nearly 
$400,000 to sponsor individual players in a Mandingo- 
like auction. 

Players that fetched highest prices were captain Paul 
Trimboli, $6,200, Andy Vlahos, $4,000, John 
Anastasiadis, $2,500, Vaughan Coveny, $2,400, and 
Mehmet Durakovic, $2,300. 

The unity and solidarity was in stark contrast with 
another bout of bitter in-fighting at the club, with a 
counter group, headed by Phil Diamataris, waming club 
president George Vasilopoulos and his board to improve 
its off-field performance or face a challenge during the 
season. 

On-field, South’s preparations have been near per- 
fect. Only Goran Lozanovski will be missing. Having 
undergone a knee operation, the winger will be side- 
lined for five to six weeks. 

With Mike Petersen as coach, following the depar- 
ture of Ange Postecoglou to national -youth duties, the 
Lakesiders will be reaching for the top in a 4-4-3 for- 
mation, abandoning the 5-3-2 positions from previous 
years. 

South has recruited well, with several former players 
teturning to the fold. Among its signings are Durakovic 
(Eastern Pride), Zeljko Susa (Melboume Knights), Con 
Boutsianis (Perth Glory) and Michael Petkovic (back 
after difficult stint overseas). 

But the club has also lost some influential players, 
such as Con Blatsis (to Derby County), Michael Curcija 
(to Partizan Belgrade) and Nick Orlic (to Parramatta). 
Anthony Magnacca and Jim Tsekenis have been 
released. 

Petersen has long ago stated a grand final berth, a 
shot at the championship, are his and the team’s aim. “If 


amously, Melbourne Knights coach Vlado 

Vanis last season declared he didn’t want 

puppies in his teain, he wanted animals. He 
might have overstated his case a touch, but the 
message has not been lost on the club, 

Having finished 12th last season, the Knights are 
out to draw blood and finish in the top six. 

There has been an exodus of players as Vanis 
cleared the stable. Such redoubtable past contribu- 
tors as Ivan Kelic, Michael Reda and Mark Silic have 
been released. Kiwi forward Paul Urlovic has 
returned to New Zealand and Toyin Abbas is also 
gone. 

What the Knights had not foreseen was the shock 
departures of captain Ante Kovacevic (Adelaide City 
Force) and Susa (South Melbourne), 

But Vanis has made up for losses by springing a 
couple of his own surprises. First he signed a visa- 
player, Toto Da Costa from Holland for two seasons, 
and last week, former Adelaide midfielder Ivan 
Zelie, brother of Ned, joined the club. 

In addition, Vanis signed Adelaide striker Joel 
Porter and several Victorian Premier League players, 
such as Sasa Ognenoyski and Joe Kozic (both 
Preston), Xhezair Sulemani (South Dandenong) as 
well as Andy Vargas (Eastern Pride), who is joining 
brother Rody at Sunshine. 

The Knights have had a minor tradition of signing 
brothers, having had Tom and Ollie Pondeljak as 
well as David and Adrian Cervinski at the club. 

The signings will combine well with the few play- 
ers Vanis has retained, such as Adrian Cervinski, 
Alex Kiratzoglou, Jason Vukadin (who will be cap- 
tain), Dragi Nastevski, Ransford Banini and Joe 
Rahjer. 

Tt looks like Martin John has won the battle to be 
first-choice ‘keeper over Lou Acevski, but no-one 
would be surprised if the Knights would be tempted 
to attract a third ‘keeper to be on the safe side. 


Goran Lozanovski: Out of action. 


‘we were not there at the end of the season, I’d be disap- 
pointed,” Petersen said. 

Susa said he was looking forward to the season as a 
full-time professional at his new club. “I can’t wait. It’s 
exciting to start at a new side. This is a very experienced 
side and I'm learning a lot at training. I’m enjoying the 
training sessions and the professionalism at the club,” 
Susa said. 

South’s biggest surprise may well be 17-year-old 
youth player Patrick Kisnorbo. The young stopper was 
backed for $1,700 and someone obviously showed great 
faith in the youngster’s abilities. 

Pre-season form has already given Kisnorbo a repu- 
tation, He’s fast, solid on the ball and he scored in the 
‘Tynan-Eyre Cup with a great header. 

Of mixed Mauritian and Italian heritage, talented 
Kisnorbo looks a natural in Petersen’s preferred style of 
total football. 

Opening match: Friday, away to Adelaide City 
Force. 

Prediction for South: A grand final spot and possi- 
bly the championship. 


Jason Vukadin: New Knights captain. 


Vanis is not putting too much pressure on players 
concerning the expectations of the fans. The ultimate 
aim is to be in the top six at the end of the home and 
away rounds, but the primary task is to be competi- 
tive and grow as a team. 

“I'm happy with the boys’ (pre-season efforts) so 
far. There is pressure. 

“Everybody (at the club) expects us to be in the 
top six, We have to be in the top six.” Vanis said on 
the eve of the new season, 

“We have no players with big names, but we have 
hard-working boys. They have started to believe in 
themselves that they can do the job. They have a 
bright future in front of them,” he said. 

Opening match: Saturday, away to Brisbane 
Sirikers. 

Prediction: Melbourne Knights to claim fifth or 
sixth place. 


ful on the field can be floundering so spectac- 
ularly off it. At every turn during its three- 
year life, Carlton has seemed to be on the fringe 
of collapsing and it is entering its fourth year 
again facing an uncertain future. 
On field, its performances have been respectable. 
A grand final and a finals berth in three seasons is a 
pretty good record, owing to talented players and 
excellent coaching staff, but off-field the Blues are 
Melbourne's biggest headache. 


if is incredible to realise that a club so success- 


Simon Colosimo: His transfer overseas 
could be the club's lifeline. 

Tn almost four years of existence, the club has suf- 
fered an ownership change, the departure of a chair- 
man, of a board member, a general manager, a mar- 
keting manager and a youth coach. It has consistent- 
ly failed to attract a supporter base and has suffered 
Jow attendances at its home matches. 


hey were the Morwell Falcons in the 

| Victorian Premier League. They became 

the Gippsland Falcons in the national 
Teague. They are now Eastern Pride. 

But unfortunately, a new marketing plan, a 
change of name and shirt colours don’t automati- 
cally translate into immediate success. 

There’s not a more hardworking and sympa- 
thetic club in Victoria battling the regional back- 
waters and deserving of recognition and respect, 
yetMorwell’s Pride continues to be a battler of the 
first order. The club finished in second-last (15th) 
place last season. It will be looking fora mid-table 
position this season but struggle to get there. 


Jeff Hopkins: Big shoes to fill. 


The club is barely coping with huge losses and 
debt. It is up for sale and is yet to decide on a ground 
fo play its matches, at Olympic Park, South’s Bob 
Jane stadium or some matches at outer-suburban 
Epping stadium. 

Tf that doesn’t look like a mess, nothing does. Yet, 
Carlton finished in third place last season and came 
within a whisker of snatching the big prize. 

‘The Blues have been conservative on the recruit- 
ing scene. They had their eyes on Curcija and Susa 
as well as Robbie Middleby and succeeded in sign- 
ing Middleby (Auckland Kingz). Brazilian striker 
Alex Moreira signed with Northern Spit 

Carlton’s popular import, David McPherson has 
been retained. The towering Scottish defender has 
settled in well in Melbourne and at the club. 

The club lost import Stuart Slater (back to 
England) and is likely to off-load its second import 
Mike Conroy to Eastem Pride, if the Gippsland club 
can come to terms with Carlton regarding Conroy’s 
contract. 

Among other losses, Carlton counts young talent 
Josh Kennedy (overseas) and the likely blows of 
Simon Colosimo and Archie Thompson, who are 
both targeted by overseas clubs. The sale of those 
two star players will net Carlton’s owner Peter Jess 
more than $1 million. The question is will it be 
enough to motivate Jess to continue his venture in 
soccer? Will it keep Carlton afloat? 

The rumour is Jess might be willing to-cut his 
losses and that Carlton might not be seeing outthe 
season. If that should happen, it would be a great loss 
to Melbourne's soccer scene, which needs the Blues 
to provide a healthy rivalry in the city and the state. 

Opening match: Saturday, away to Canberra 
Cosmos. 

Prediction: Carlton capable of again making the 
top six and vying for the title, if it can and is willing 
to stay afloat. 


Pride lost its four matches in the Tynan-Eyre 
Cup, Victoria’s pre-season tournament, and coach 
Jeff Hopkins described it as a “disappointment”. 
The Pride is working to improve in several depart- 
ments, such as general fitness, physical input, 
team organisation and leadership. 

The departure of Durakovic to South 
Melbourne has hit the club hard. “He was an expe- 
rienced defender and it is difficult to replace 
someone like him,” Hopkins said. 

Eastern has experimented with 2 bewildering 
array of trial or guest players during the off-sea- 
son, including Englishman James St Louis and 
South Melbourne youth player Mustafa Mustafa. 

It. gained defender/midfielder Dong Ki Kim 
(Adelaide Force), Neville Roach (Southend, 
England), Paul Weare (Northern Spirit) and Ante 
Deak (St Albans, ex-Melbourne Knights). The 
clubs hopes to sign English striker Mike Conroy, 
if it can come to terms with Carlton. 

Apart from Durakovic, The Pride also lost 
Andy Vargas (Knights) and released a host of 
players, including Doug Marcina, Igor Mandic 
and Peter Kakos. 

Hopkins is aware the club’s future is on the line 
this season and that it has a lot of pride to play for. 
“We've got a new start and now the board is look- 
ing for results,” Hopkins said. Few would want to 
be in his shoes, 

Opening match: Saturday, at home to 
Newcastle. 

Prediction: Pretty much where the club fin- 
ished last season, possibly a couple of places high- 
erup. 
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ate Perth Glory will need very little incentive 

for the up and coming season after their 
astonishing grand final loss to Wollongong Wolves in 
last season’s championship showdown at Subiaco 
Oval. 

To enjoy a 3-0 half-time lead and watch it evaporate 
before eventually losing the game on penalties, must 
continue to play heavily on the minds of the Glory play- 
ers, coaches and their multitude of supporters alike. 

And now, the prophetic qualities of Soccer Australia 
have brought the two teams together in the opening 
round of fixtures. 

“There should be no motivation needed when it 
comes to the first game of a new season anyway,” said 
Glory's captain courageous, Gareth Naven, last season's 
fairest and best champion for the club. “We have a good 
team spirit happening at the moment and the players 
have bonded together really well. Our first objective is 
to get into the top-six and then take it from there. 
Whether we are able to go one step further is hard to 
predict, since you always need a bit of luck and to be 
free of any injuries,” he ended. 

Glory coach Bernd Stange has been equally content- 
ed with the pre-season preparations that concluded last 
Sunday at Litis Stadium with a tough 3-2 victory over 
the WA U/23 State Team. 

“I am happy but nervous at the same time,” said 
Stange. “We have had a long pre-season training pro- 
gram and now everybody is looking forward to opening 
kick-off,” Stange said, 

The only ‘problem’ the East German coach has for 
next weekend's round one clash at WIN Stadium is who 
to leave behind, since he has the luxury of good depth 
in his immediate squad of players. Jason Petkovic will 
continue as the number one custodian, the wing-backs 
will agajn be Robert Trajkovski and Scott Miller while 


N= Soccer League followers will appreci- 


By Daniel Giorelando 


of improving on last season then Sydney 
United is a sure bet. 

In the space of a year, Sydney United had moved 
from the dog house to the out house, finishing bot- 
tom of the ladder just 12 months after making their 
way to the 1998/99 Grand Final. 

An inexperienced squad and a mid-season coach- 
ing re-shuffle led United to last year’s wooden 
spogn, the.club’s worst finish in the NSL. 

But this is'a new Sydney United, this is a club who 
has kept faith in a number of last year’s fresh and 
youthful array of stars whilst blending in a group of 
experienced, and talented season veterans. 

A sense of optimism and success has been brought 
to the club by newly appointed Head coach Alan 
Hunter, who takes over the reins at the club from 
Ivan Petkovic. 

Hunter, a former Premiership winning player with 
the Brisbane Strikers and a commentator for ABC 
TV last season, has transferred the club, bringing 
with him his undying spirit and determination from 
the field and into his charges. 

“I was a very competitive player and now I will 
see to it that my team is a very competitive one as 
well,” Hunter stated to Good Oil last month, 

Many are not doubting him following a barrage of 
signings aimed at plugging the inadequacies of the 
club last season, namely in front of goal, where the 
club managed just 19 goals in the top grade. 

Former Marsoni and Melbourne Knights striker 
Francis Awaritefe has crossed over from the Stallions 
and has been in great from for his new side in pre- 
season friendlies, 

Awaritefe has been joined by a plethora of strikers 
and attacking minded players including Zlatko 
Arambasic from Olympic, Danny Burt from 


I: there is one team in the NSL that is assured 


54 Saqdson 


the backline will be fought out between the likes of 
Jamie Hamwell, Ljubo Milicevic, Dion Valle and new 
signings Shane Pryce from Newcastle Breakers and 
Paul ‘PJ’ Roberts (Canberra Cosmos). 

In the middle-third, ex-Marconi’s player Brad 
Maloney has looked impressive alongside skipper 
Naven and Edgar Junior and up front the talent is equal- 
ly imposing, with new-recruit Damian Mori ready to 
defend his top-scorers award of last season, while the 
other strikers are Alistair Edwards and Bobby 
Despotoyski. 

Sixteen-year-old sensa- 
tion, Anthony Danze, 
who was signed from the 
Perth Soccer Club amidst 
fervent interest from 
English Premier League 
side Southampton, only 
played in the latter part of 
the pre-season program, 
but the prospective Joey 
midfielder showed 
enough quality touches 
against Sydney Olympic 
rn = in Karratha and the WA 
Damian Mort: New U3 side, to prove he 
signing. could very well play a sig- 
nificant role in Glory’s future successes, 

Another ‘signing’ by the Glory club, has been the 
fecent appointment of Football Manager Emmanuel 
Zammit who played a key role in the development of 
NSL club Northem Spirit. “Glory has led Australian 
soccer into the new millennium but we cannot stand 
still,” said their General Manager Roger Lefort. 

“What we need to do now is establish a setting in 
which Australia’s best soccer talent can flourish under 
the Glory umbrella,” he ended. This is yet another clear 
indication of Glory’s ongoing enhancement mentality 
that proves they are the benchmark of Australian soccer. 

Meanwhile, there will be no more fears about the 
oppressive conditions at Perth Oval since all the 
Saturday games are to be played in the evening under 
newly installed floodlights. 


Canberra and Mark Silic from the Melbourne 
Knights. 

Add to this list former United old boy Richard 
Plesa to tighten up a defence which conceded 58 
goals last season, Goran Talevski and Solomon 
Island international Commins Menapi, United have 
brought the best players for the amount of money 
they have. 


Francis Awaritefe: In great form for his 

new club. 

They will all join last year’s brigade including the 
brilliant Tommy Pondeljak, Nahuel Arrarte, Tom 
Maric and the old warhorses Aytec Gene and 37- 
year-old Velimir Kupresak who will play his 12 sea- 
son at Edensor Park. 

With last year’s youthful squad now having a year 
of top grade soccer under their belts watch out for the 
perennial underdogs to make some noise in the race 
for the finals, ‘ 

United open up their campaign at home to 
Northern Spirit on Sunday October 15, 
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their highly competitive and exciting style 

of play. They never looked out of their 
depth in the NSL and were in the running for a 
finals berth right up until the final weeks of the 
season. 
The performance of the Auckland based club was 
all the more impressive considering they had only six 
weeks to prepare for their inaugural campaign. 

Scoring goals was never a problem for the new 
comers, finishing equal third behind grand finalists 
Perth and Wollongong, and they will be looking to 
continue that this season. Dennis Ibrahim has joined 
the club from Germany and from all accounts he 
should be an important acquisition up front. 

Unfortunately Ibrahim has succumbed to injury 
and has yet to kick a ball in anger for his new club. 

Player/mahager Wynton Rufer is also injured and 
will be out for at least the first six games. 

One positive on the injury front for the Kingz is 
the retum of Aaron Lines. 

Last season was an extremely frustrating one for 
Lines but he has looked promising in the pre-season. 

One downside for the Kingz in 1999-2000 was 
their defence with only the Canberra Cosmos letting 
in more goals over the course of the campaign. 

Argentinean keeper Julio Cuelo has been added to 
the squad in an effort to sure up this problem area. 

The Kingz will again rely on the likes of Che 
Bunce, Ivan Vicelich and skipper Harry Ngata to 
help propel them up the table. 

Marcus Stergiopolous has left the club to try his 
luck in England and Stuart Riddle is doing the same 
in the United States. David Moya and John Lammers 
have both been released. 

If Wynton and Shane Rufer can finalise a solid 
and harmonious squad early in the season there is no 
reason the Kingz can’t be competitive again in 2000- 
Ol. 

The players will be better off for having played a 


T« Kingz surprised many last season with 


By Daniel Giorelando 


ven before a ball has been kicked this season, 

the Canberra Cosmos will commence the 

2000/2001 NSL competition with one major 
victory under their belt. 

‘The Club was given the green light to compete in this 
season's NSL just six weeks before the start of the sea- 
son after Soccer Australia accepted a financial restruc- 
turing package from the club. 

The Cosmos were in dire straits just weeks ago but 
newly appointed Chairman Danny Moulis has'given the 
Capital a team to follow at least one more year. 

On the field, the Cosmos, who have consistently 
failed to grab the imagination of the Canberra public 
and have been placed second favourites to take out this 
season's wooden spoon by Sydney bookmakers 
SportsTAB, face yet another hard battle to stay away 
from the cellar. 

Last season the Cosmos recorded the unwanted 
award of the league’s worst defence, they conceded 64 
goals and could muster just nine wins from 34 games as 
they finished 14th. 

The.club faces an uphill battle this season but that is 
something that coach Tom Sermani has endured 
throughout the off-season. 

Whilst the club has shown promising form in the off 
season, including a 0-0 draw with the US Olympic 
team, Sermani is still racing against the clock to set up 
and mould a team which will be competitive for the 
entire season. 

We are doing in three weeks what others teams have 
had three months to complete, But I don’t think we are 
going so badly, Sermani told ABSW just two weeks 
ago. 

The Cosmos will be boosted by the return of captain 
Robbie Hooker who will once again be the rock of a 
fragile Cosmos defence. 

Hooker was one of the club's most consistent players 
last season and Sermani will be looking towards him to 
once again lead from the front, however others must dig 
deep and must stand up and make a name for them- 


VW 


year in the NSL and will know what to expect. On 
the other hand, other clubs will know what to expect 
from them and will not take them lightly. 

The Kingz will have to be careful so as not to 
experience a disappointing second season such as the 
Northern Spirit did last year and Carlton did in 1998- 
99. 


Ivan Vicelich: The Kingz will rely on him. 


selves. 

Understandably with the rushed preparation and a 
lack of funds, the Cosmos have been unable to secure 
many signings. There are a glut of players who have 
been trailing with the club over recent weeks, 


Robbie Hooker: Rock solid for the Cosmos. 


Players of the calibre of Sydney Olympic defender 
Marcus Phillips, Blacktown City duo Mark Hagger and 
Naoki Ravanello, New Zealander Brad Scott and 
Englishmen Barry Guilford have represented the club 
during the off season however no agreements have been 
settled as yet. 

Canberra have managed to secure the services of for- 
mer Parramatta Power duo Striker Jon Angelucci and 
keeper Barney Smith and officials are hoping that they 
can come to terms with a number of trialists ahead of 
their season opener against Carlton SC at the newly 
refurbished Bruce Stadium this Saturday October 14. 
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Tess than perfect pre-season record and a 
Aw list of departures from the Marconi 

Stallions has left a question mark over the 
team’s title aspirations this season but rest assure, 
the Stallions, as always will be a force to reckon 
with in the NSL. 

Despite a spate of player departures from ‘The 
Palace’, most notably former captain Brad Maloney, 
Zeljko Babic and yeteran striker Francis Awaritefe, 
the Stallions have compensated with an impressive 
crop of new arrivals. 

Former Adelaide City defender Angelo Costanzo 
represents a wall of solidarity at the back. One criti- 
cism of last year’s team was their defence which con- 
ceded 49 goals, the most of last year’s top six. 

Costanzo, who performed outstandingly for City 
last year, will most certainly sweep up at the back for 
the Stallions, 

Other new arrivals at the club include the attack- 
ing-minded Norman Tome and John Maisano, 

Tome will be looking to inject some creativity up 
front to an attack which has lost Babic, Awaritefe 
and the regular injection from midfield of Maloney. 

Awaritefe, who has recently moved to neighbours 
Sydney United, finished the final weeks of the home 
and away season as one of the hottest strikers going 
around, 

His loss along with Babic and Maloney leave 
question marks about the deadliness and efficiency 
of the Stallions attack, which last year managed 53 
goals, yet again the worst record of last year’s top 
six. 

However the experience and coolness of Stallions 
mentor Eddie Kmcevic will assure a competive 
team, with Kmcevic to bring the best out of his 
charges. 


By John Economos 


into its second only season in the NSL, has 
already targetted a must hit 'Top Six 
Series' spot come the end of the competition. 

Head coach David Mitchell, in the Power's inau- 
gural season, finished with his team rattling up 14 
wins from 34 outings. 

The Power finished in, (for Mitchell), a disap- 
pointing 11th spot in the League with 47 League 
points, eight away from the desired sixth position. 

During the off season, Mitchell released eight 
from his squad of last season and signed seven new 
recruits. 

Included in his new signings, there is some real 
‘tall timber’ that should see the Power dominate most 
of the aerial battles. 

With the loss of stylish striker Mile Sterjovski to 
Lille in France, Mitchell was quick to snap up from 
the Perth Glory, 25-year-old Darwin-bom, Hamilton 
Thorp. 

In Thorp, the Power has some real ‘elevation’ 
upfront and someone they can really ‘hit! with cross- 
es, 

Last season the Power scored a total of 52 goals in 
34 outings, a statistic that Mitchell drastically wants 
to be increased. 

Since joining the Club, Thorp has rapidly got 
amongst the goals, 

He was easily the team's top goalscorer when the 
Power last August toured Vietnam and won the Ho 
Chi Min City Cup tournament, - 

In David Lee from Chelsea and Joe Miller from 
Celtic, much hardened experience has been injected 
to the Power's squad. 

‘The former Australian international Mitchell, stat- 
ed to ABSW : 

"Hopefully we will be seriously striving fora ‘Top 


T: Parramatta Power about to blast off 


Brad Maloney: Big loss to the Stallions 

in midfield, 

Pre-season has proved a mixed bag for the 
Fairfield based side and after taking out a four team 
tournament in Newcastle, the Stallions have suffered 
defeats at the hands of The Brazilian Olympic team, 
the Brisbane Strikers and the Auckland Kingz. 

The battle of Sydney will this year be more fierce 
than ever but the Stallions should be galloping into 
the top six when it counts. 

The Stallions will commence their season with a 
tough battle away to Parramatta Power this Friday 
October 14. 


Hamiiton Thorp: Giant striker. 


Six’ spot come the end of the season. 

“I believe that with this new squad we will have a 
lot more experience. 

“We have assembled some really good players. 

“But as you know, good players on paper means 
nothing. 

During the off-season Mitchell signed goalkeeper 
Les Pogliacomi, twin towering stoppers Alex Tobin 
and Nick Orlic, midfielders Andrew Clark, Joe 
Miller, David Lee and lanky striker, Hamilton Thorp. 

The eight players that have parted company with 
the Power from last season's squad, are: goalkeeper 
Bamey Smith (loaned to Canberra), Richard Plesa, 
Steve Laybutt, John Gibson, Danny Townsend, 
Jacob Bums, Mile Sterjovski and Jon Angelucci. 


By Daniel Giorelando 


NSL’s unluckiest team last season, well then 
Northern Spirit may well have had the prize 
in the bag. 

A continuing spate of injuries and suspensions 
severely hampered the club’s performances both on 
and off field, a far cry from the dizzy heights of their 
inaugural season. 

Last year the Spirit, after being picked by many to 
romp into the finals, finished in 13th position, with 
just 11 wins and 20 losses, compared to 12 months 
earlier when the club finished sixth. 

Asa result of the team’s poor showing last year, 
attendances at the Spirit's home fortress at North 
Sydney Oval dropped considerably with fans choos- 
ing to stay away in droves, 

However with less than a week to go before the 
kick off to Spirit’s third season in the league, fans can 
expect a reverse in fortunes following a strengthen- 
ing of the squad and some fresh faces around the 
club. 

With the club undergoing a major managerial 
change following the 51 percent takeover of Scottish 
giants Rangers, coach Graham Amold has been 
given a free reign to go out and buy big, and that he 
has, 
Spirit’s lack of squad depth was evident last year 
with Amold having to consistently rely on teenagers 
to fill in because of a horrendous list of injuries. 

However this should not be a problem this season 
with Amnold having spent wisely in the off-season, 
the biggest being the return of a Spirit old boy. 

South American maestro and midfield genius 
Gabriel “Chi Chi’ Mendez has retumed to North 
Sydney after a brief stint with Sydney Olympic and 
big things are expected of the pocket dynamo. 

Tn fact so much so that Mendez, who played with 
the Spirit in their inaugural year and. performed 
admirably at Olympic last season, has been handed 
the task of first team captaincy by last year’s leader 


if ene team could be awarded the prize of the 


By John Economos 


has promised so much, yet has delivered so 

little, ( one National League championship - 
1990- in 24 years), has embarked on a blue print 
to inject much needed Youth into their squad for 
the new season. 

The average age of the Olympic squad has been 
drastically reduced during the off season. 

Last season Olympic barely scrambled into the 
“Top Six Series’ with 55 League points from 34 out- 
ings. 

The 1990 League champions scored 56 goals, but 
conceded 40. 

During the off season, there was a horrendous exo- 
dus of players that saw no less than nine players 
either leave or were released by the Club. 

Super stars such as Brett Emerton and Pablo 
Cardozo departed for Europe. 

Goalkeepers George Bouhoutsos and Jimmy 
Kourtis were released, 

Defender Chris Zoricich went to Newcastle and 
Scott Thomas and Chi Chi Mendez were snapped up 
by the Northern Spirit. 

Strikers Norman Tome and Zlatko Arambasic 
went to Marconi and Sydney United. 

So it was imperative that Olympic quickly set 
about ‘filling up the cupboard’. 

Clint Bolton, the powerfully built goalkeeper from 
the Brisbane Strikers, was one of the very first new 
signings made by Olympic during the off season. 

This key signing was followed up by the snaring 
of Troy Halpin, Harry James, Ante Moric, Kresimir 
Mamusic plus the Newcastle pair, Greg Owens and 
Glenn Moore. 

Branko Culina has been re-signed as coach with 
the position of Youth team coach being filled by the 
globetrotting Michael Urukalo, 

Still trailing with Olympic but not yet contracted, 
are striker Peter Buljan and Elias Augerinos. 

Peter Raskopoulos, in his first year as Olympic’s 


S = Olympic, the Club that historically 


Robbie Slater. 

Mendez will inject some much neéded life into a 
Spirit midfield which last year lacked the creativity, 
flair and skill needed to crack open the league’s top 
defences. 

Mendez will be joined by fellow South American 
and former Carlton striker Alex Moreira, former 
Olympic teammate Scott Thomas and Wollongong’s 
premiership winning midfielder Noel Spencer. 

Moriera, who scored 15 goals last season, will 
provide a much-needed target up front whilst 
Spencer will provide stability in the middle of the 
park and the tenacious Thomas will tighten up a 
defence which last season conceded 58 goals. 

The club has also recalled striker Daniel Watkins 

from Canberra and 
Keeper John Perosh 
from Olympic follow- 
ing loan spells last 
season. 

Also purchased by the 
club is 18-year-old 
striker Ben Burgess 


ommended 


Robbie Slater: Handed Blackburn Rovers. 


the captaincy to Gabriel “<4: 
Gna pirit’s off season 
‘Chi Chi’ Mendez. buys have shown a 


glimpse of what is to come in recent pre-season 
matches, with Spirit recording impressive wins over 
Wollongong (2-1), NSW Super League side Céntral 
Coast (3-0) and Canberra Cosmos (1-0). 

But pre-season wins will count for nothing if the 
team cannot transfer this form into the season proper 
and with a their loyal fans and new management 
looking for success, Spirit can not afford a stow start 
to the season. 

The new look outfit will face their first big test this 
Sunday as they face cross town rivals Sydney United 
in their season opener at Edensor Park, 


General manager, stated to ABSW last night: 

“We have basically restructured ourselves, 

“For this season we have gone out and spent a lot 
of money on younger players. 

“Olympic will be one of the youngest teams in the 
League. 


& 


Brett Emerton: Olympic speedster has left 
for Dutch pastures. 


“Five players in our NSL squad are over 25 years 
of age. 

“Another five are over 21 years. 

“Most importantly, everyone else is under 21 
years old. 
© “It’s basically a new side and as you well know, it 
takes time for things to settle down and then mould 


* into a good team,” Raskopoulos a former Olympic 


captain and international ended. 
Olympic is also hopeful of the return of their trial- 
ing Liberian striker Mass Sarr, 
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ost amongst the Thorpie 
} and Tatiana hype of the 

Sydney 2000 Olympic 
Games was the performance of 
the Matildas, not as captivating 
to the general public as the Susie 
O’s or the Hockeyroos, but one 
just as significant for the 
women’s soccer world. 

The Matildas entered our home 
Olympics via the back door. Like 
many other Aussie teams, we 
made the lineup purely as the host 
nation, having not qualified in our 
own right. Ranked 11th as per our 
1999 World Cup placing, the 
Matildas faced the best seven 
teams in the world. 

The degree of measure between 
11th and seventh is not a matter of 
milliseconds or millimetres as for 
other sposts, the difference near 
the top levels of football is years of 
hard grafting and development. 

Yet the bare facts are that the 
Australian Women’s Football 
Team came within a whisker of 
making the Olympic seriifinals in 
its débutGames. We may not have 
ended up winning a match, but in 
the end, it came down to that last 
game against Brazil where a win 
would have sent us to the loftiest 
heights of a‘top four place and a 


GERMANY 
AUSTRAI 


Bruce Stadium 
Crowd 24,800 


disappointing start to 
A« Australian cam- 

paign, going down by 
three goals to the top-rated 
German outfit. 

The 3-0 scoreline however 
flattered Germany, the Matildas 
putting up a very solid perfor- 
mance from which many posi- 
tives were drawn for the remain- 
ing two preliminary matches. 

Particularly in the first half- 
hour, Australia more than 
matched the fayourites and were 
unlucky not to draw first blood. 
Captain Alison Forman threat- 
ened with a side volley from an 
Amy Wilson freekick, whilst 
defender Sacha Wainwright’s 
blast from distance and Anissa 
Tann-Darby’s header from a 
Wilson comer brought out the 
best in the German keeper. 

Then in the 35th minute, 
Germany snatched the lead, a 
Birgit Prinz drive partied down 
by the keeper, allowing Inka 
Grings the chance to slot home 
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shot at an Olympic medal. 

The underdog Aussies were all 
over the classy Brazilians, the 
number three team in the world, 
and held the all-important lead at 
the break, ready to claim the 
biggest ever upset in women’s 
football. 

Just two individual errors in the 
second half, and we were punished 
— the dream suddenly dissolved 
within the space of eight minutes. 

In the end, to have exceeded 
tealistic expectations and come 
ever so close to that coveted dream 
was nothing less than heartbreak- 
ing. 

Take a step back, and see that 
the Matildas still achieved 
Australia’s highest ever world 
ranking — a very creditable 7th, 
and came the closest ever to shak- 
ing the tree for a world event semi- 
finals berth. 

Strip the layers back a little fur- 
ther, and see that had two ques- 
tionable refereeing decisions not 
gone against us (the penalty to 
Sweden for a foul two metres out- 
side the box, and the late disal- 
lowed: equaliser against Brazil), 
we would have finished sixth, It’s 
testament fo the huge improve- 
ments made by the Matildas dur- 


the loose ball. 

Germany gradually started to 
penetrate more in the second half, 
but were held out well by 
Australia’s solid defensive line. 
In the 62nd minute, a hamstring 
injury to striker Julie Murray set 
back the Matildas even further. 

A chance of an Australian 
equaliser, an Alicia Ferguson 
drive midway through the half, 
was fingertipped over the bar. 
Then three minutes later, in the 
70th minute, Germany doubled 
their lead, taking full advantage 
as Australia gave the ball away 
deep in midfield, creating a three 
on two situation for Germany. 


Bettina Wiegmann was the scorer 


with a diving header, 
A minute into injury time, 
Germany scored their third, 


Renate Lingor’s drive from dis- 
tance flying straight through the 


keeper’s hands, 


Australia: Wheeler, 
Salisbury, Wainwright, 
Alagich, Tann-Darby, Wilson, 
McShea, Forman, Duus 
(Garriock 72), Murray 
(Golebiowski 62), Hughes 
(Ferguson 46). 


ing this last intense 12 month peri- 
od. 

Not everyone can win medals, 
and yet the Olympic Games more 
than anything else is so blatantly 
medal driven. 

Yes, most of the Australian 
female sports teams walked away 
with a medal — hockey, water 
polo, softball, basketball —- but 
don’t forget that these were teams 
already ranked in the top three in 
the world and were therefore 
expected to finish on the dias. 

For those not lucky enough to 
be ranked so high, the most they 
can be expected to achieve is their 
‘personal best’. 

Swimmers and athletes are 
always praised for recording their 
personal bests at the Olympics, yet 
women’s football clearly achiev- 
ing their PB doesn’t even cause a 
ripple. 

Olympic medals are not merely 
plucked out of thin air. Medals, 
especially in a sport such as foot- 
ball, are the culmination of years 
and years of the best form of tech- 
nical development. 

No medal, no interest — what- 
soever. Despite the Olyroos falling 
out of contention after their first 
two games, the Aussie men still 


AUSTRALIA 
SWEDEN 


‘Australia’s. five” for the 
uration of the game, 
A well-executed 57th 
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received far more media coverage 
than the Matildas. 

The appearance of a streaker 
during the Matildas’ Brazil clash 
received more attention than the 


Salisbury, Wainwright, 
| Alagich, — Tann-Darby, 
| Wilson (Black 46), 

McShea, Forman, Duus 
(Garrick 77), Ferguson 
(Golebiowski 78), 
Hughes. 


Matildas’ feats. Not to mention the 
television coverage, 

How disgusting was it that the 
Sweden v Brazil match was aired 
live on the opening day (when 


BRAZIL 2 

AUSTRALIA i 
Sydney Football Stadium 
Crowd 29,400 


win to Australia in this 

clash against world 

number three Brazil 
would haye sent the Matildas 
into the Olympic semifinals. 

A brilliant performance eared 
the Matildas the first-half lead, 
only to give away two errors and 
the dream quickly dissolved. 

The Aussies immediately took 
the game to Brazil and were 
clearly the better team. Alicia 
Ferguson and Sharon Black came 
close within the first 11 minutes 
of play, both with neat first-time 
volleys, 

Then in the 33rd minute, the 
home side took the lead to send 
the vocal crowd into raptures. A 
Sunni Hughes slice of absolute 
magic was soon deservedly 
dubbed the goal of the touna- 
Ment, a goal even the Brazilians 
would have been proud of. A ball 
inside from the left found Hughes 
with her back to goal. 

The veteran striker took one 
touch then dinked the ball back- 
wards over the top of her marker, 
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football was the only sport being 
played) instead of the Matildas. 

The impressive strides we have 
made over the past year were at 
least recognised by opposing 
teams and FIFA alike. Despite the 
3-0 scoreline, the Matildas played 
well against eventual bronze 
medallists Germany in the opening 
match, their coach admitting they 
had been expecting a very differ- 
ent game against us. 

Brazil certainly would not have 
anticipated such a tough time 
against little Australia. The 
Americans too, upon watching the 
video in preparation for their semi- 
final, perhaps should have taken a 
leaf out of our book when deciding 
on their tactics against the 
Brazilians. 

Members of FIFA’s Technical 
Study Committee were over- 
whelmed by the difference in our 
competitiveness against the top 
leams and our technical ability 
compared to that of our 1999 
World Cup performance. 

Australians can be rightly proud. 
of our Olympic Team —not just 
the medallists, but also those who 
achieved their PB. They’ve all 
worked just as hard as each other 
to reach that level. 


ran through to collect the ball on 
the other side before finishing 
with a drive from 16 metres into 
the back of the net. 

The goal also gave Hughes the 
share of the lead with Salisbury 
for all-time top scorer. 

But the 56th minute equaliser 
proved the turning point of the 
game, a misdirected pass at the 
back allowing Raquel in with a 
long distance lob into the open 
net over the stranded keeper. Just 
eight minutes later, the 
Brazilians’ second goal put the 
game out of reach of the 
Malildas. 

With the ball not cleared out of 
defence, Katia won the race to the 
loose ball, beat two flat defend- 
ers, and drove home. 

Australia almost breathed 
some life back into their cause in 
the 88th minute, an Alicia 
Ferguson goal disallowed for a 
mystery offside, 


Australia: Wheeler, 
Salisbury, Starr, Alagich, 
Tann-Darby, Black (Gariock 
70), McShea {Golebiowski 
74), Forman, Duus (Wilson 
62), Ferguson, Hughes. 


ch, 


Dear Sir, 

Greg Danvers in his article about the 
‘rescue’ of the Newcastle NSL pres- 
ence (ABSW Oct 3) had the temerity to 
demand of the Rowdies that 
they remember their heritage, and 
questioned whether the Rowdies are. 
“tue supporters’. I can assure Greg that 
the Rowdies need. no reminding of 
their heritage, and after a 21-year pres- 
ence supporting NSL football, their 
loyalty cannot be questioned. 

‘The test of their status as ‘true sup- 
porters’ has been met through unfailing 
loyalty: to the various Clubs during the 
many lean State League and NSL 
years. Years when supporters num- 
bered in the hundreds. 

The sume test cannot yet be applied 
to other Yohnny Come Lately's’, 
whether it be owners, officials, players, 
coaches, or supporters. Perhaps Greg 
should reconsider his target in this sit- 
uation, 

As for the Rowdies themselves, they 
are divided into two clear groups. 
Those that support football generally, 
and have no loyalty to. any Club. They 
follow the sports model of the: US. and 
AFLIRL - Club history counts for 
naught, and are not concemed when 
Clubs are disbanded/created/rebadged 
or even moved to a new city each other 
year fo suit the owners! ego, 

The other group are those that are 
Joyal to the conce 
{and would like to see the right thing 
done by the employees of the Club, 
whether playing/coaching staff or 
office/ground staff, and the loyal Club. 
Supporters). They follow the sports 
model of the Americas and Europe - 
Club before players and coach. 

They ‘cannot accep! 2 situation 
where a hostile takeover involves the 
new owner disbanding the Club in 
favour of a new entity and name, and in 
this case, being run by another foothall 
code. 

Can you imagine this happening in 
the Premier League, Serie A? No 
Chelsea, AC Milan, etc? 

Some suggest that the Rowdies sup- 


“plays. ‘Rememl 


“port Hall and hate Constantine: This is 


utter rubbish, It is. important to note 
that the Rowdies were created as a 
result of a dislike of officialdom in all 
its guises. They support neither offi- 
cials, except to acknowledge both for 
their efforts in putting a team on the 
park. If the Rowdies have any con- 
tempt at all itis resetved for Soccer - 
Australia. Rowdies support what's best 
for Newcastle football, Unfortunately, 
everyone has a difference of opinion on 
what that is. 


The Rowdies, just like the town, are 
split, confused, suspicious, und have a 
feeling of betrayal, They are the inno- 
cent victims of, Pat be Ronis 


have done nothing 
neither have they judged the players. 

There has only been positive support 
for the players from the Rowdies. Ask 
Big Bob Catlin and John Buonavoglia, 
Lee Sterey and his players should 
equally recognise and respect the past 
and possible future: support they get 
from this group, thoogh it appears that 
loyalty only works one way. 

Sources within the player's camp 
have indicated players were ordered 
not wo altend the Breakers Wake organ- 
ised for Sunday 8th October (not the 
previous Sunday as you reported), 

The Wake, which had no affiliation 
With the Breakers Club apart from their 


donation of the venue, was meant to be 
celebration of eight years of Breakers 
history. 


ft was an opportunity for football 
fans to discuss the events of the past six 
months, allow for some grieving, plan 
for the future, and take a last opporty- 
nity to play on the magnificent playing 
surface prepared by ground staff 
Jimmy James and Pete Roworth. 


"To show there were no hard feelings | 


towards the players, at the request of 
the Rowdies, the Breakers Club helped 
out by sending invitations to each play- 
of. 

Personally, I prefer not believe that 
players were prevented from attending, 
but after the past six months experi- 
ence; perhaps I should not be surprised. 

Finally, it is worth noting that the 
Rowdies have nd structure, and no 
leaders. Each Rowdie is entitled to do 
and say as they like and be respected 
for it. 

‘A recent intemet poll shows that a 
small number of Rowdies will follow 
the team to Marathon, the bulk of oth- 


At may interest Greg Danvers that 
many in the latter group are made up of 
those with the longest Rowdies her- 
itage, and the longest memories of the 


Whatever happens, I'm sure all 
Rowdies join with me in wishing the 
players well in their future careers. 

Steve Bradbury 
Concerned Rowdie 


Steve, @ passionate portrayal of the 
Newcastle football fan. Perhaps all 
and sundry should wipe away the past 
and follow YOUR new team, be it at 
Marathon or anywhere else, I think ir's 
time for all to stop squabbling and to 
Support your team through thick and 
thin as you say you have done for'se 
many years, Why stop now? - Ed. 


UNQUESTIONABLE LOYALTY | Tzcxeciiecmcceaeiatcccts 


THANK YOU @BSW 


Dear Sir, 
Tam writing to you on behalf of the 
NSW Police Soccer Club and our benefi- 
ciaries, Police Legacy and the Victim 
Homicide Support Group to thank you for 
the extent of assistance provided through 
the Australian and British Soccer Weekly. 
Your assistance and support is very 
much appreciated. 


Once again, thank you very much. 
Doug Mckenzie, 
Inspector 
NSW Police Soccer Club 
Inspector, ABSW is always happy to 
help with a worthy cause. We accept your 
thanks humbly as we are only doing what 
we love - supporting our great game. - Ed. 


Dear Sir, 

Tt’s good to see Sepp Blatter saying that 
we could easily handle a World Cup finals, 
after the success of the Sydney 2000 
Olympics. The only problem is he didn’t 
say what year we can host it. 

It’s easy for him to say that we should 
throw our hat into the ring for the 2010 
World Cup finals, but without a good 
chance of hosting it, or winning the bid 
against South Africa or Brazil, it would be 
just a waste of money entering a bid in the 
first place, as England found out just 
recently. 

Therefore unless Sepp can guarantee a 
better than even chance against both those 
two countries just mentioned, by letting us 
know who the Europeans and Asians 
would vote for at this early stage in four 
year’s time, then we should keep quiet and 
Not raise our expectations too highly if it’s 
not possible for 2010. 

Let’s just concentrate on staging the 
women’s World Cup in 2003 as well as the 
Confederation Cup . and Club 
Championship’s first as well as qualify for 
the 2002 World Cup before chasing the 
biggest football tournament on the planet. 

Dominic Scullino, 
Nerang. Qld. 


vO ads? 


Dominic, remember MrBlatter gave 
South Africa the assurance of the 2006 
World Cup. What would the assurance 
mean anyway? - Ed. 


AUSSIES AROUND THE GLOBE 


With @iavind Eicken Did you know that there are over 100 Australian soccer players 
plying their trade in many of the top leagues around the world? Every year new names emerge 
on the world stage, painting the picture of green and gold into a portrait of global recognition Aussie 
Around The Globe is our weekly look at the exploits of these players and their performance. 


round 65 per cent of Aussies 
around the world play first divi- 
sion football. 

This impressive statistic meant that a 
lot of our overseas stars were out of 
action last week due to international fix- 
tures, 

Of the remaining, a large proportion 
were battling out England’s lower divi- 
sions. But the big news of the week 
revolved around our next superstar, 
Hayden Foxe. 

‘West Ham’s appeal on Hayden Foxeis 
work permit was denied last week by 
England’s Department of Education and 
Employment. 

The initial decision was based on the 
fact that Foxe had not played the obliga- 
tory 75 per cent of internationals required 
for a work permit. 

An appeal by West Ham with new 
facts made it clear that this was due to 
injury during a busy schedule of 
Socceroo matches and the rotation sys- 
tem employed by boss Frank Farina 
which meant that for some matches only 


Hayden Foxe: Permit problems 
may see him miss out on a spot 
in the Premier League. 


home based players were considered. 

Last Saturday, this appeal was denied 
on the belief that Foxe was not to be of a 
significant benefit to English football, 
infuriating managing director Paul 
Aldridge. 

“Not only does this deprive our sup- 
porters of seeing an outstanding talent, it 
means we are being denied the right to 
bring a top international player to this 
country.” 

Foxe is considered very highly in inter- 
national circles and interest has been 
showed from Italian clubs including Inter 
Milan. 

How he is notconsidered to be a bene- 
fit to English football when he could start 
in most Premier League teams is mind 
boggling. 

A player of his class does not deserve 
to be treated in such a way and the only 
loser out of this whole ordeal is English 
football. 

England: Division 1: Jason Van Blerk 
played a full game in W.B.A. 2-1 win 
over Sheffield United. Jason Kearton 
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played a full game for Crewe in their 2-0 
loss to Birmingham. Stan Lazaridis 
played for most of the game. 

Division 2: Lucas Neill played a full 
game while Tim Cahill played for 87 
minutes in Milwall’s 1-0 victory over 
Luton. Daniel Invincibile played for 89 
minutes in Swindon Town’s 2-1 win over 
Oxford. 

Division 3: Richard Garcia scored in 
Leyton Orient’s 2-1 win over Torquay. 

Lee Howells played a full game for 
Cheltenham in their 1-0 win over 
Carlisle, 

Where are they now: ‘Did you know’ 
Zelkjo Babic plays for Beligian first divi- 
sion side Sint Truiden, 

Raphael Bove plays for Italian Serie 
Cla side AS Livomo. 

Ante Milicic plays for Croatian first 
division side Rijeka, 

George Kulscar plays for English first 
division side Queens Park Rangers and 
Joe Spiteri plays for Belgian first division 
side Lierse. 


Lucas Neill: Another great match 
for Millwall. 


5 


ES 


NATIONAL 


Stadium Abbreviations 


Bob Jane Stadium 


B5 FSZR0SE 


WINS WIN Stadium 


Brandon Park NSO = Northern Sydney Oval 
Ericsson Stadium OP Olympic Park 
Breakers Stadium PO Perth Oval 
Belmore Sports Ground PS Parramatta Stadium 
Mobil Park SMS Suncorp Metway Stadium 
Hindmarsh Stadium SUSC Sydney United 

Sports Centre 
Marconi Stadium NPS North Power Stadium, 
Knights Stadium (Gosford) 


Round 6 (w/e 19 November) 


Adelaide City Force 
Newvastle 

Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 


i 

o 

a? 
GFRGRHFREG 


Northern Spirit HS. 
Canberra Cosmos BS 
Auckland Kingz PO 
‘Sydney Olympic MS 
Wollongong Wolves PS 
Brisbane Strikers BJS 
Sydney United KS 
Eastern Pride TBA 


Round 12 (Fri 29/Sat 30 Dec) 


Parramatta Power 
Newcastle 
Wollongong Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
Canberra Cosmos 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Marconi Stallions 


GRGRHRGGG 


Northern Spirit PS 
Sydney United BS 
Eastern Pride WINS 
Adelaide City Force SMS 
Auckland Kingz BS 
Perth Glory KS 
Sydney Olympic BUS 
Carlion MS 


Round 20 (w/e 25 February) 


Neweastle 

Adelaide City Force 
Canberra Cosmos 
Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


GFRRAGGESEG 


Northern Spirit BS 
Auckland Kingz HS 
Parramatta Power BS 
Easter Pride PO 
Sydney United MS 
Wollongong Wolves SMS 
South Melbourne KS 
Sydney Olympic TBA 


Round 24 (w/e 25 March) 


Newcastle 
Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos 


= 
8 
ee 
AHR aT AS 


Perth Glory BS 
South Melbourne WINS 
Sydney United BS 
Northern Spirit MS 
Eastern Pride SMS 
Auckland Kingz KS 
Sydney Olympic PS 
Adelaide City Force TBA 


Round 28 (w/e 22 April) 


Newcastle 
Parramatia Power 
Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 


GHAGRGGTSRSG 


Marconi Stallions BS 
Adleide City Force TBA 
Auckland Kingz WINS 
Northern Spirit BS 
Perth Glory SMS 
Carlton KS 
Eastern Pride BJS 


Sydney Olympic SUSC 


Round 1 (w/e 15 October) 


Parramatta Power 
Adelaide City Force 
Brisbane Strikers 
Wollongong Wolves 
Eastern Pride 
Canberra Cosmos 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


GFHRRGGEGEG 


Marconi Stallions PS 
South Melbourne HS 
Melbourne Knights © SMS 
Perth Glory WINS 
Newcastle MP 
Carlton BS 
Northern Spirit susc 
Auckland Kingz TBA 


Round 7 (w/e 26 November) 


Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Auckland Kingz 
Wollongong Wolves 
Eastern Pride 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


FGERFRESS 


Perth Glory NSO 
Newcastle HS 
Carlton ES 
Canberra Cosmos ~~ WINS 
Marconi Stallions MP 
Parramatta Power BJS 
Brisbane Strikers SUSC 
Melbourne Knights TBA 


Round 25 (w/e 1 April) 


Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kingz 
Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


RRGERES 


Melbourne Knights | NSO 
Brisbane Strikers ES 
Marconi Stallions HS 
Carlton PO 
Parramatta Power MP 
Newcastle BJS 
Wollongong Wolves SUSC 
Canberra Cosmos TBA 


Round 29 (w/e 25 April) 


Auckland Kingz 
Eastern Pride 
Sydney Olympic 
Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 

Carlton 

Marconi Stallions 


ERREREREE 


South Melbourne ES 
Sydney United MP 
Newcastle TBA 


Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos HS 
Parramatta Power PO 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights MS 
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Round 2 (w/e 22 October) 


Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Newcastle 
Auckland Kingz 
Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


RGRFGHRAGG 


Sydney Olympic NSO 
Sydney United HS 
Brisbane Strikers BS 
Eastern Pride ES 
South Melbourne PO 
Canberra Cosmos MS 
Parramatta Power KS 


Wollongong Wolves TBA 


Round 8 (w/e 3 December) 


Parramatta Power 
Newcastle 
Canberra Cosmos 
Perth Glory 
Brisbane Strikers 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


SHRRHTEAG 


Sydney United PS 
Wollongong Wolves BS 
South Melbourne BS 
Adelaide City Force PO 
Sydney Olympic SMS 
Auckland Kingz MS 
Eastern Pride KS 
Northern Spirit TBA 


Round 13 (w/e 7 Jan 2001) 


Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kingz 
Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
Marconi Stallions 
Sydney Olympic 
Carlton 


GRTHRGGG SG 


Canberra Cosmos NPS 
Wollongong Wolves ES) 
Parramatta Power HS 
Brisbane Strikers PO 
South Melbourne MP 
Newcastle MS 
Sydney United TBA 
Melbourne Knights © TBA 


Round 21 (w/e 4 March) 


Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kingz 
Canberra Cosmos 
Wollongong Wolves 
Eastern Pride 
Brisbane Strikers 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


HFGGTHGG 


Adelaide City Force NSO 


Perth Glory ES 
Newcastle BS 
Parramatta Power WINS 
Carlton MP 
South Melbourne SMS 


Melbourne Knights SUSC 
Marconi Stallions TBA 


2200*] S3AS 


Round 3 (w/e 29 October) 


Parramatta Power 
Auckland Kingz 
Canberra Cosmos 
Eastern Pride 
Wollongong Wolves 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


ws 
vs 
s 
ws 
a 
vs 
we 
ws 


Brisbane Strikers PS 
Newcastle ES 
Melbourne Knights BS 
Northern Spirit MP 
Marconi Stallions WINS 
Carlton BUS 
Perth Glory susc 


Adelaide City Force TBA 


Round 9 (w/e 10 December) 


Auckland Kingz 
Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


GRFRHRAASE 


Melbourne Knights ES 


Marconi Stallions NSO 
Carlton HS 
Newcastle PO. 
Brisbane Strikers MP 


Wollongong Wolves BJS 
Canberra Cosmos = SUSC 
Parramatta Power 


Round 14 (w/e 14 January) 


Parramatta Power 
Newcastle 
Canberra Cosmos 
Wollongong Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 


BERGREEE 


Perth Glory les: 
Sydney Olympic BS 
Adelaide City Force BS 
Northern Spirit WINS 
Carlton SMS 
Marconi Stallions KS 
Auckland Kingz BJS 
Eastern Pride SUSC 


Round 22 (w/e 11 March) 


Newcastle 
Canberra Cosmos 
Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
Parramatia Power 
Carlton 


FRRRRRG GE 


Adelaide City Force BS 
Wollongong Wolves BS 


Northern Spirit PO 
Eastern Pride MS 
Sydney United SMS 
Sydney Olympic KS 
South Melbourne PS 
Auckland Kingz TBA 


Round 4 (w/e 5 November) 


Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Newcastle 

Brisbane Strikers 
Perth Glory 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


vs 
vs 


Auckland Kingz NSO 
Eastern Pride HS 
Parramatta Power BS 
Canberra Cosmos SMS 
Sydney-Qlympic PO 
South Melbourne MS 
Wollongong Wolves KS 
Sydney United TBA 


Round 10 (w/e 17 December) 


Newcastle 
Parramatta Power 
Canberra Cosmos 

Brisbane Strikers 
Wollongong Wolves 
Marconi Stallions 
Melbourne Knights 
Carlton 


South Melbourne BS 
Eastern Pride TBA 
Sydney Olympic BS 
Auckland Kingz SMS 
Sydney United WINS 
Adelaide City Force MS. 
Northern Spirit KS 
Perth Glory TBA 


Round 26 (w/e § April) 


Parramatta Power 
Newcastle 
Wollongong Wolves 
Canberra Cosmos 
Marconi Stadium 
Brisbane Strikers 
Melbourne Knights 
South Melbourne 


FERRER GS 


Auckland Kingz PS 
Carlton BS 
Sydney Olympic WINS 
Eastern Pride BS 
Perth Glory MS 
Northern Spirit SMS 
Adelaide City Force KS. 
Sydney United BIS 


Round 30 (w/e 29 April) 


Wollongong Wolves 
South Melbourne 
South United 
Sydney Olympic 


GAGGHARGRG 


Newcastle KS 
Marconi Stallions SMS 
Carlton PS 
Perth Glory BS 
Adelaide City Force WINS 
Northern Spirit BJS 
Auckland Kingz SUSC 
Eastern Pride TBA 


J 4 
i 


NATIONAL 


Round 5 (w/e 12 November) 


Auckland Kingz 
Northern Spirit 
Parramatta Power 
Wollongong Wolves 
Eastern Pride 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


GFRRGRGAGES 


Adelaide City Force ES 


Newcastle NPS 
Canberra Cosmos TBA 
Brisbane Strikers WINS 
Perth Glory MP 


Melbourne Knights BJS 
Marconi Stallions © SUSC 
Carlton TBA 


Round 11 (Fri 22/Sat 23 Dec) 


Northern Spirit 
Adelaide City Force 
Auckland Kingz 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 
Carlton 


FFARHRGTES 


Brisbane Strikers NSO 
Melbourne Knights HS 
Parramatta Power ES 
Marconi Stallions PO 
Canberra Cosmos MP 
South Melbourne  SUSC 
Wollongong Wolves TBA 
Newcastle TBA 


° Round 15 (w/e 21 January) 


Northern Spirit 
Newcastle 
Auckland Kingz 
Adelaide City Force 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
Marconi Stallions 
Carlton 


FRRRHRESG 


South Melbourne NSO. 
Melbourne Knights BS 
Sydney United ES 


Wollongong Wolves HS 
Canberra Cosmos PO 
Sydney Olympic MP. 
Brisbane Strikers MS 
Parramatta Power TBA 


Round 23 (w/e 18 March) 


Northern Spirit 
Auckland Kingz 
Adelaide City Force 
Wollongong Wolves 
Eastern Pride 
South Melbourne 
Sydney United 
Sydney Olympic 


GRRGGFAGS 


Auckland Kingz 
Northern Spirit 
Perth Glory 
Eastern Pride 
Adelaide City Force 
Sydney Olympic 
Carlton 

Sydney United 


GFRRRTEE 


Carlton NSO 
Marconi Stallions ES. 
Perth Glory HS 
Newcastle WINS 


Melbourne Knights MP 
Canberra Cosmos BJS 
Parramatta Power 
Brisbane Strikers 


Round 27 (w/e 16 April 


Canberra Cosmos 
Parramatta Power 
Melbourne Knights 
Wollongong Wolves 
Brisbane Strikers 
South Melbourne 
Marconi Stallions 
Newcastle 


TBA | 
SUSC } 


@ assw 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


This is a photo taken on the 22nd of September of Antonella, Daniella, Sara 
and Bianca Costa and Martina Calderan with Marco Tardelli. 
Tardelli was the coach of the Italian Olympic team and has recently been 
appointed coach of Serie A team Inter. 


Chilean goalkeeper Nelson Tapia is pictured with Under 13 Sydney United player Alan De La 
Cuadra. Also pictured are Carlos and Erika De La Cuadra and Osvaldo Molinett. The photo was 
taken prior to the Olympic semi-final between Chile and Cameroon and the MCG. 


Vv This time Alan is pictured with Chilean legend Ivan Zamorano. Also pictured are Erika De La 


Cuadra and Ines Rodriguez. 


hi | ae 


Anesti Stathis meets 1999/2000 NSL player of the year Scott Chipperfield. 


Have your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years ago, you can have the photo 
published in ABSW, 

Send photos to — The Editor: 

Australian and British Soccer Weekly — 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or 
: € eater soccer@foreignlanguage.com.au 
i : 2 *Ali photos will be returned. 


é 


JUNIOR SOCCER 


HAVE YOUR PHOTO OR A PHOTO OF YOUR 
SOCCER TEAM PUBLISHED IN THE 
AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 
SOCCER WEEKLY. 

AND TELL YOUR FRIENDS TO SEND IN THEIR 
PHOTOS TOO. 

SEND PHOTOS TO:- 


THE EDITOR, AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 
SOCCER WEEKLY, P.O. BOX 115, 
MARRICKVILLE NSW 1475, 

OR E-MAIL PHOTOS IN JPEG FORMAT TO: 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com or 
soccer @foreignlanguage.com.au 


* ° 
Natalie Italiano, Ashley Cork, Christina Italiano and Melanie Cork strut their A | ! p hotos wi ! l be return ed. 
stuff after a day of cheerleading al Marconi Stadium. 
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TARS IN THE 


ABSW's Mark Stavroulakis continues his weekly look at 
Junior Soccer in Australia. 


Tallan Martin 
AT A GLANCE — 


2-Year scholarship with the AIS in ‘99 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 6 years old 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


Career Highlight To Date: ‘Being apart of the 
“99 Joeys squad, also gaining a 2-year scholarship 

with AIS. 

Ambition; To play for the Socceroos and to play in 

| Europe 
Words Of Advice: ‘Always give it your best’ 

| Best Advice Received: “If you train hard you play hard’ 
(Malcolm, Dad) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 


Favourite Actor: Tom Cruise 
Favourite Actress: Sarah Michele Gellar 


If you could be a character from any movie who 


would you be? Matt Diflon in Wild Things 
Best ever concert: Home at Cockle Bay Wharf 
5 Cd’s You Couldn’t Do Without? 
-2 pac - All Eyes On Me 
Skitz Mix 7 
~Gatecrasher - Soundsystem 
Ministry of Sound — The tbiza Annual 
“Mase - Harlem World 
Favourite TV show: 
Favourite Cartoon Character: Homer Simpson 
Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 
~ Sarah Michelle Gellar 
Denise Richard 
~Clandia Schiffer 
-Michael Owen 
-Cameron Diaz 
-Jennifer Lopez 


Most Admired Australian Player (Loca! Based): 
| Nick Carle 
Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 


The Simpsons 


T: Australian 
Tiss of 

Sport is home to 

many of our top ail 

letes, and it is the 

young promising ones that make 
up the basis of the squads there, 

Young 17-year-old Tallan 
Martin is one such Player who 
resides at the campus in Canberra, 

Getting to this stage was by no. 
Means an easy task as Tallan had 
to pass many stages in order for 
his scholarship to go through with 
the AIS. 

A former Parramatta Eagles 
and Sydney Olympic junior, 
Tallan was a graduate of the suc- 
cessful NSW Institute squad. 

Tt was there Martin realised 
what professionalism was about, 


“Tallan Martin: 
Pumped up for the 
season ahead. 


and it was at that stage, his career 
tumed for the best. “The NSWIS 
improved me as a player very 
much. The fact that we played 


older opponents really made my 
job that much harder as a striker 
especially, but in the long run it 
did pay off,” said the young ace. 

“Tal’ was also a very proud lad 
to be apart of the successful ‘99 
Joeys squad in New Zealand. 
“Even though I did not end up 
going to the World Cup, just being 
on the bench against Bahrain in 
the World Cup qualifiers was a 
real huge buzz. Representing your 
country at any level is a huge hon- 
our,” said Martin. 

Representative honours don’t 
stop there for this young fellow, 
‘Tal’ played in a massive three. 
National titles. “I played at Nowra 
for the Ui4’s where we finished 
second. In the U16 we played at 
Canberra and again we finished 
second. But it was the UiS’s 
Nationals in South Australia 
where we took out the title that 
teally was a huge highlight so far 
in my short career,” said the for- 
mer Joey. 

Season ‘99 was the year that 
Steve O’Connor’s AIS snapped up 
young ‘Tal’ on a one-year scholar- 
ship. “I gained a scholarship at the 
AIS and when I got there I knew 
that the whole setup of the place 
was really class. The facilities 
were great, having doctors and 
physio’s at your doorstep is really 
a good thing to have. The coaching 
is also great as they have the up to 
date equipment to make you a bet- 
ter player,” said Tallan. 

However, joy was then turned 
into despair as Tallan tore a quad 


well before putting on an AIS jer- 
sey and was forced to sit on the 
sidelines for the remainder of the 
year, “It was really bad as I was 
really pumped to play. I know that 
this injury did set me back a litle 
but I can't wait for the first game 
this year to do what I do best, and 
that’s play soccer,” said young 
Martin, 

Leaving Sydney to go to 
Canberra is a sacrifice within 
itself, but Tallan was well used it 
before he arrived at the nation’s 
capital. 

“| think being away with the 
Joeys for so long really did-ease. 
my way in adapting to life in 
Canberra. It’s really something | 
have to do, | miss my friends and 
parents but if] want to make it big, 
sacrifices must be made,” said the 
young striker. 

‘The former Westfield’s Sports 
high star has high hopes for his 
team this year, as the AIS so 
famous for producing top quality 
pave teally means business this 


ewe have a good squad now 
that we have been together for a 
year and a bit now and I think with 
all the training we've done, and 
the games we've played we are 
ready to have a big scason. | just 
can't wait for that first whistle this 
week at Marconi Stadium on 
Sunday when we take on the 
Marconi Colts, fll be really 
pumped for this match,” said the 
eager youngster, 


‘ith the National 
League only days 
away, the tensions 


are running hot around foot- 
ball teams across Australia, 
New teams, new coaches and 
players are all but ready for 
what is to be an exciting sea- 
son. 

One such club looking for- 
ward to a good season is 
Parramatta Power. The club 
itself has worked hard in getting 
in top quality players and 
enhancing the facilities sur- 
founding what they hope will 
become a super team. 

‘The youth is one main aspect 
that the Power has worked on, 
and young 17-year-old Peter 
Gavaghan is happy to be a part 
of the new revolution at the 
Powerhouse. 

Before ‘Gav’ signed a con- 
tract with Power, he, like so 
many other young talents are, 
was a part of the NSW Institute 
of Sport, 

“I spent two seasons at the 
Institute, and I can say that it 
was a huge learning experience. 
My first year was great as we 
had a great squad, and gaining 
knowledge from the other older 
players was what [ liked 
throughout that season. 

The second year however 
was really tough. I did enjoy the 
training but because ! was one of 
the oldest players there, looking 
up to the older players was 
tough to do. The facilities and 
the coaching is great at the 
NSWIS as developing is the key 
there, that is why so many suc- 
cessft! players have made it,” 
said Feter. 

Gavaghan was also a part of 
two National titles where he rep- 
resented NSW. “I took part in 
the UIS’s Nationals where we 
won it in South Australia. That 


was a huge buzz for me as win- 
ning something for your state is 
something special. In the U16's 
we were runners up in Canberra, 
It is however a good feeling 
putting on a NSW jersey,” said 
the young left footer. 

The young  Gladesville 
Hornsby junior attracted the 
Power this season and signed a 
two-year full-time contract as an 
apprentice. ilfve signed for two 
years at the Power, and I train 
with first grade as well, Training 
with these guys lifts my game a 


0 
Peter Gavaghan: 
Looking forward to 
full-time soccer, 


Jot and the more I train with 
them, the betier my game will 
be. The place itself is really pro- 
fessional as the coaching and 
facilities is of a high standard,” 
said the former Institute gradu- 
ate, 

Pre-season being almost fin- 
ished now, ‘Gav’ knows that the 
Preparation put in has given 
them a huge chance in this 
year’s National Youth League 
squad. 

“Pre-season has gone pretty 
good as we have had many trial 
games under our belt. Even. 
though we've had mixed results, 
everyone in the squad pretty 
much knows their jobs on the 
pitch,” said Peter, 

With the first match against 
Marconi Youth only days away, 


=o= 


Gavaghan expressed his feelings 
towards the start of a new year, 
“T'm really looking forward to 
the start of this year’s competi- 
tion. With all the pre-season 
behind us, the time is now to 
show what the boys are made of. 
Marconi Youth will be a tough 
team this week, but if we all 
play well, I think we can get a 
result,” said the keen youngster. 

The former St Ignatius stu- 
dent has had to make a sacrifice 
that was tough at first, but gel- 
ting to the top was his main aim 
for doing this. “Being a full-time 
player was too much for me 
school wise so leaving was the 
best thing I could do, The good 
thing at Power is that they want 
all their young players to have 
futures beyond their soccer 
careers, and every apprentice 
must go every Wednesday to 
TAFE where we leam many 
things, 

We do this alongside the 
young lads at Northem Spirit 
who also come. I think it is real 
good they do this as they want to 
teach you not only the soccer 
way of life, but life in general,” 
said the promising midfielder. 

The squad is made up of 
many young talents, and six 
players from the squad were 
graduates of the NSWIS. Five of 
them gained full-time contracts 
while one is on a semi-profes- 
sional one, however the team 
itself really knows each other 
very well. 

“T've played with most of the 
boys before, and 1 know pretty 
much everyone’s game because 
most of us came from the 
NSWIS. I’m really looking for- 
ward to this year as being full- 
time has meant that 
my full focus is on 
soccer,” said 
Gavaghan. 
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Favourite Cartoon Character: 


Positions Played: Centre Midfield or Wide Left 


THE STATS & FACTS 


Clubs Played At: 
U13 — UIS — Gladesville Homsby 
Spent 2 years at the NSWIS 
Age Started Playing Soccer: 71 


THE LOOK FORWARD 


|| Career Highlight To Date: Winning the National titles 


in the U15s ("98) at Adelaide against South Australia 
2-1, also winning the U14s Super Youth League 
Ambition: To play overseas 
Words Of Advice: “Have fun try hard’ 
Best Advice Received: *always'do your best” 
(Tom, Father) 


PERSONALITY INSIGHT 
Favourite Actor: maces sohug 


Edilie Murphy 
If you could be a character from any movie who 


would you be? ‘Michael Douglas In Basic Instinct 


Best ever concert: Utopia at Australia's Wonderland 
§ Cd's You Couldn't Do Without? 
-Dj Fenix ~Hyperspeed 
-Dj Fenix — Sounds of Madness Part 1 
Scattered - Various 
Bonkers 5 
Bonkers 6 
Favourite TV show: 


Friends 
Ren 


Dinner Party For 6, Who Would You Invite? 


‘Most Admired Australian Player (Overseas Based): 


Harry Kewell 
Most Admired Defender: Marcel Desailly 
Most Admired Midfielder: Juan Veron 
Most Admired Striker: Ronaldo 
Most Admired Goalkeeper: Peter Schmeichel 


‘Hardest Opponent (Played): Everyone is a challenge 


1” 


ww 2002 WORLD CUP: The Qualifiers 


Dominant Spain beat 
dour Israel side 


classy finish by Gerard and a strike 
Aw Spain captain Fernando Hierro 

gave Spain a convincing 2-0 victory 
over Israel in their World Cup group seven 
qualifying match. 

Spain spent an uncomfortable first 15 minutes 

| in front of a 80,000 partisan fans witnessing the 
first game by the national side in the Bernabeu 
stadium for 12 years. 

The home side were constantly hustled off the 

} ball by the close marking of a determined Israeli 
side, 

But the scuttling runs of Pedro Munitis down 
the left did begin to trouble the Israeli defence. 
The Real Madrid midfielder then went close with 
a speculative shot after 20 minutes. 

The main danger, however, came from 

| Valencia’s gifted midfielder Gaizka Mendieta. 

His probing passes and jinking runs were a 
constant threat. 

The breakthrough for Spain came after 22 
minutes with a classy finish from Barcelona 
midfielder Gerard that settled Spain’s nerves. 

A neat pass by Mendieta was chested down by 
burly centre-forward Ismael Urzaiz into 
Gerard’s path. With the Israeli keeper Nir 

.| Davidovich beating down on him the young 
| midfielder kept his head and slid it past him with 
the outside of his foot. 

It was the 21-year-old’s second goal in two 
games for the national side, having scored in its 
2-1 win over Bosnia in their first group match. 

But his celebrations were short-lived as he had 
injured himself in the process and had to leave 
the field eight minutes later. 

Israel's only two opportunities of the half 
came from Turkish-based Haim Reviyo. 

Revivo was Israel’s only real threat and at the 
beginning of the second period volleyed into the 
side netting, but after that the visitors rarely 


Eight minutes into the second half Real 

| Madrid defender Fernando Hierro celebrated his 
74th international cap with his 24th international 
goal. He blasted the ball home after Urzaiz’s shot 
rebounded off the post following a Mendieta cor- 


Holland 
gets Ireland 
a draw 


Portugal 
lreland 


crushing 72nd minute drive from outside 
A« penalty area by Matt Holland gave 

Jreland a 1-1 draw against Portugal in a 
World Cup qualifer they had looked set to lose. 

Portugal, who went ahead through Sergio 
Conceicao early in the second half, paid the price for 
not tuming their domination into goals. 

The Parma midfielder fired the hosts into the lead 
after he picked up a cross from Rui Costa on the 
right, cut inside and sent a fierce left-foot shot past 
Ireland’s Alan Kelly. 

But with the Portuguese looking likely to add a 
second, Holland struck against the run of play with 
his blistering shot. 


Fernando Hierro: Celebrates scoring the 
second goal. - 


Spain dominated the possession for the rest of 
the game, but were unable to convert their supe- 
riority into another goal. 

Raul twice hit the woodwork with a glancing 
header on 65 minutes and a scooped shot 13 
minutes later. 

Spanish coach Jose Antonio Camacho man- 
aged to give debuts to Brazilian-born 

Catanha who was recently granted Spanish 
citizenship and to Valencia midfielder Ruben 
Baraja. 

“J think it was one of the great sights in world 
football to see such a packed stadium getting 
behind their team,” said Spanish coach Jose 
Antonio Camacho. 

“We could have scored more goals as we did 
have the game under control, but Israel pressured 
us a lot and it isn’t easy at international level.” 


Matt Holland: Congratulated by skipper 
Roy Keane after securing a point 
for the Irish. 


20 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — OCTOBER 10, 2000 


Italy crush Romania 


Ital 3 
Romani 0 


onfident Italy beat Romania 3-0 in their 
( World Cup qualifier at the San Siro 

Stadium last weekend, making them clear 
favourites to win group eight. 

Ttaly lead with four points from two games. 
Having defeated their only likely challengers, they 
will be optimistic of reaching the 2002 finals. 

Paolo Maldini became Italy’s most-capped player 
with his 113th appearance but the AC Milan defend- 
ex had little work to do against an unthreatening 
Romania. 

Ttaly looked good from the outset and Francesco 
Totti had a great chance to open the scoring inside the 
first minute but he fired his close-range volley wide. 

Giovanni Trapattoni’s team took the lead in the 
13th minute when debutant Francesco Coco whipped 
over a cross from the left and Filippo Inzaghi slotted 
the ball home. 

Four minutes later, Italy had doubled their advan- 
tage when Totti fed Marco Delvecchio, who was 
given room to turn and drive a fierce shot past 
Romania ‘keeper Bogdan Stelea. 

By contrast to September's 2-2 draw with Hungary 
in Budapest, Italy looked composed in defence, 
organised in midfield and lively in attack with AC 
Milan wing back Coco making a bright start to his 
international career with some incisive runs down the 
left flank. 

Delvecchio, impressing after being given the nod 
ahead of Alessandro Del Piero in attack, returned the 
compliment to his AS Roma team mate Totti three 
minutes’before the break with a neat pass which split 
the Romanian defence and allowed Totti to convert. 

Romania, defeated by Italy in the quarter-finals of 
Euro 2000, can no longer cal! on Gheorghe Hagi in 
midfield or Gica Popescu in defence and both looked 
sorely missed as Ladislau Boloni’s team lacked imag- 


Latvia 10 


jwo early goals and two more in the last 

‘eight minutes secured Belgium an easy 4-0 

victory over Latvia in a World Cup 
European group six qualifier, 

Mare Wilmots opened the scoring in the fifth 

}| minute, followed eight minutes later by Bob Peet=rs. 

Latvia's best chance came at the beginning of the 

second half but Imants Bleidelis’s direct shot was 

well saved by the Belgian keeper Geert de Viieger. 


Scotland 


Belgie ae Saas 


ination going forward and looked shaky at the back. 

The Romanians’ first real chance came a minute 
after the restart when Constantin Galca fired in a low 
cross that Viorel Moldovan put just wide. 


italian Francesco Totti gets away from 
Romanian Galca. 


But the second half was low key, with Italy content 
to play possession football in midfield and a demor- 
alised Romania incapable of launching any attempt at 
acomeback, ~ : 

Galca came close to a consolation goal in the final 
minutes with a well-struck drive which whistled past 
Francesco Toldo’s right-hand post, but Trapattoni 
will have been content with his home debut as Italy 
coach. 


“We just did not perform, but Belgium were 
strong for %) minutes,” Latvia's English coach Gary 
Johnson said, 

Substitute Jurgan Cavens made it 3-0 in the 82nd 
minute and Gert Verheyen completed the job with a 
jast minute strike: 

“We played so well against Scotland and players 
went out against Belgium and thought it would be 

Scotland snatched a 1-) victory over Latvia with 
a goal in the 89th minute in the previous qualifying 
game in September. 


struggle 


against San Marino 


San Mai 
Scotland 2 


cotland were made to struggle against 

European minnows San Marino before 

securing a 2-0 win in their group six World 
Cup qualifier last weekend. 

Scotland dominated the match from the outset, 
but wasted an endless series of chances as the home 
side kept Craig Brown's team at bay for 71 minutes. 

But the prospect of a major embarrassment for 
the Scots was finally averted when Leicester 
defender Matt Elliott rose in the penalty area to 
power an unstoppable header under the crossbar. 

Two minutes later Sunderland midfielder Don 
Hutchison wrapped up the points when he skipped 
into the right of the area and chipped the ball into the 
back of the net. 

Brown admitted he felt increasingly anxious as 
his side failed to tum their overwhelming superioni- 


Scotland clinch their win. 


‘ty into goals. 


“T was sure the goals would come but it was a bit 
nail-biting, I have to say,” said Brown. 


2002 WORLD CUP: The Qualifiers 


Seedorf double breaks 
brave Cypriots 


Netherlands 4 
Cyprus 0 


ubstitute Clarence Seedorf struck twice as 

the Netherlands finally broke down a 

resilient Cyprus side to secure a 4-0 victory 

in their World Cup European group two qualifi- 
er last weekend. 

Cyprus, depleted by injuries, kept out the Dutch 


for 69 minutes thanks largely to the efforts of goal- 
keeper Nicos Panayiotou, 


But Inter Milan midfielder Seedorf broke the 
deadlock when he scored with a free kick 10 min- 
} utes after being sent on by coach Louis Van Gaal. 

In the 78th minute Ronald de Boer set up 
Seedorf's second before winger Marc Overmars 
and striker Patrick Kluivert wrapped up an ulti- 
mately comfortable victory. 


Dutchman Patrick Kluivert gets away from 
Cyprus’ Joannou. 


Greece beat defensive Finns 


Greece 1 
Finland 0 


reece beat Finland 1-0 in their European 
group nine World Cup qualifier over the 
weekend at the Olympic 
stadium thanks to a delightful piece 
of skill from striker Nikos 
Liberopoulos. 
The Panathinaikos forward spotted 
the previously excellent Finnish goal- 
keeper Antti Niemi off his line in the 
59th minute and chipped him from the 
edge of the area just as the home team 
were showing signs of frustration at 
the visitors’ stubborn defensive 
approach. ia 
The Greeks dominated an enter- 
taining first half with former Inter 
Milan defender Grigoris Georgatos 
firing in a number testing crosses 
from the left and Olympiakos team 
mate Lambros Houtos looking dan- 
gerous in and around the area, 
However, an inspired performance 
from Niemi, who denied Houtos three 
times in one 15-minute spell, kept the 


scores level until the hour. 

Finland nearly stole a goal on the counter attack 
five minutes before the break through Jonatan 
Tohanssen, but the Charlton striker was blocked by a 
last-ditch challenge from Marinos Ouzounidis. 


Finland's Valakari is tackled by Greece's 


Giorgios Amanatidis. 


Shevchenko leads 
Ukraine recovery 


Armen 2 
Ukraine 3 


ine bounced back from two goals 
down to snatch a 3-2 win over 
Armenia in their World Cup 


European group five qualifier last weekend, 

‘Three unanswered goals in 14 minutes —two 
by AC Milan striker Andriy Shevchenko — 
gave the Ukrainians their first points. 

Artur Petrosyan had rocked visiting Ukraine 
withgoals in the 17th and 4th minutes. 

He opened with powerful long-range drive 
into the top corner, then beat Ukraine ‘keeper 
Olexandet Shovkovsky from close in. 

But Shevchenko silenced a near-capacity 
14,000 crowd with a perfect 20-metre free kick 
just seconds before the interval. 

The Ukrainian sent a curving shot around a 
seven-man defensive wall. Armenia ‘keeper 


Roman Berezovsky could only watch as the ball 
hit the top corner of the net. 

Andriy Husin fevelled 10 minutes into the 
second half and just four minutes later 
Shevchenke fired home-a crisp volley after 2 
neat interchange between Serhiy Rebrov and 
Andriy Vorobei. 

“Shevchenko’s first goal was the key for us,” 
said Ukraine assistant couch Leonid Buryak. 
“After that we were able to control the second 
half and scare 4 very important victory.” 

Armenia coach Aram Parsadanyan blasted his 
players for their second half performance. 

“We are yery disappointed with our team in 
the second half,” he said. “Berezovsky played a 
very bad game and now we have to look and see 
what changes must be made for our next match.” 

The win-put Ukraine back in contention after 
they suffered a surprise 3-1 home defeat by 
Poland last month, 


Czechs thrash Iceland 


Czech Republi 4 
Iceland 


‘an Koller and Pavel Nedved each scored 

twice as the Czech Republic romped to a 

4-0 win over Iceland in a group three 
orld Cup qualifier last weekend, 

Anderlecht striker Koller opened the scoring 
after 17 minutes on a wet pitch when he rose to 
head the ball into the bottom right corner of the net 
from about 10 metres. 


Koller added his second goal — his 15th in 20 
matches for the national side — in the 41st minute, 
heading in a corer from close range.” 

Lazio midfielder Nedved added the third goal 
three minutes later with a powerful cross shot into 
the top righthand corner of the net. 

Koller should have, completed a hat-trick after 73 
minutes but missed from the penalty spot after 
Nedved was fouled, 

Nedved wrapped up a comprehensive victory in 
injury time with a free-kick from 25 metres which | 
bounced off the left post and into the net. 


Germany rains on 


Wembley Parade 


England 0 


Germany \4 


ngland coach Kevin Keegan quit last 
weekend within minutes of Germany 


handing his team a 1-0 defeat in the 
last ever match at the old Wembley Stadium. 

The goal that was to spell the end of Keegan 
came from Dietmar Hamann in the 14th minute. 

Keegan told Sky TV he felt “a little bit short at 
this level.” 

Bookmakers swiftly installed former England 
coach Terry Venables as the 4-1 favourite to suc- 
ceed Keegan. 

Tt was a sad end to an historic occasion as a 
crowd of 76,000 gathered in the rain at 


} Wembley for the last game at the stadium before 


it is tom down and a new structure built in his 
place. 

Hamann gave Germany the perfect start when 
his free-kick caught David Seaman off guard 35 
metres away in the England goal, 

“J think David Seaman wasn’t ready for the 
shot and fortunately it went in,” said Hamann, 

England captain Tony Adams, with a diving 
header, brought a fine save out of German goal- 
keeper Oliver Kahn but otherwise the visitors 
dominated the first half on a sodden Wembley 


| pitch. 


~ 


Andy Cole tangles with Markus Rehmer. 


Keegan switched from 4-4-2 to 3-5-2 after 
half-time, bringing on Kieron Dyer for Gary 
Neville. 

The home side, playing their first game of the 
qualifying tournament, improved and David 
Beckham, who later hobbled off injured, went 
close with two long-range drives. 

But Germany held out to leave caretaker 
coach Rudi Voeller celebrating a second quali- 
fying win in a row following the 2-0 success 
over Greece last month. 


Georgia cruise to 4-0 win 


Lithuania 0 
Georgia 4 


ngland-based Georgians Temuri 
Ki of Wolves and Derby County’s 

Giorgi Kinkladze tore holes in 
Lithuania’s defence to give their native country 
a decisive 4-0 win in Kaunas, Lithuania, last 
weekend, 

Kinkladze set the group eight World Cup quali- 
fier alight in the first minute when he wrong-foot- 
ed his defender to float a perfect cross only for 
Michael Kavelashvili to squander the chance of a 
free header. 

In a fast-flowing game where ‘both defences 
looked suspect, Lithuania could have taken an 
early lead on seven minutes through careful 
approach work but Tadas Graziunas’s shot gave no 
cheer to the 5,000 crowd. 

Ketsbaia’s first goal was a solo effort after 18 
minutes. 

Collecting the ball 35 metres out, the number 
nine jinked through the defence then rounded goal- 
keeper Gytis Padimanskas before slotting home at 
an angle with his marker Darius Zutautas stranded. 


For his second in the 33rd minute, Ketsbaia was > 


fed down the middle again by Zurab Khizanishvili 
and he had room to steady himself and lash a 20- 


metre shot under the despairing keeper. 

Lithuania refused to lie down and struck the 
woodwork twice after the interval with Georgia’s 
defence in tatters. i. 

But the visitors made it look easy when 
Kinkladze volleyed home with his left foot after 
Giorgi Demertradze supplied him a dream pass 
into the area with the second half barely begun. 

Georgia put it beyond doubt in the 84th minute 
through substitute Archil Arveladze who had an 
easy task to slot past Padimanskas. 

The scoreline could have been even more dra- 
matic if Georgian substitute Gocha Dzhamarauli 
had converted two similarly clear chances in the 
final 20 minutes, 
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RECEIVE HIGHEST HONOUR 


s Roma _ forward 
Francesco Totti has been 
voted Player of the Year 


for the 1999/2000 season by 
members of the Italian 
Footballers Association (AIC) 
and former AC Milan defender 
Franco Baresi was named Player 
of the Century. 

Totti also claimed the award for 
“best Italian player”. AC Milan’s 
Ukrainian striker Andriy 
Shevchenko, top league scorer last 
season, was selected as the best for- 
eign player in Serie A. 

Lazio midfielder Roberto 
Baronio, who played in Serie A for 
Reggina last season and was part of 
the Italian Olympic team, was 


nter Milan coach Marcello 
Lippi was sacked last week just 


.48 hours after the Serie A sea- 
son opened. 

Lippi had called his team “spoilt 
children” and suggested they no 
longer had faith in him after a 2-1 
defeat by Reggina in the opening 
league game last week. 

Astatement on Inter’s Web site said 
the relationship between club and 
coach had been brought to an end but 
said Inter “recognised the total profes- 
sional commitment” shown dy Lippi. 

Gabriele Oriali, Inter’s technical 
director, said a meeting between Lippi 
and club president Masimo Moratti 
had been a failed attempt to bring 
Lippi and the club back together. 

“The meeting was to verify the pos- 
sibility of re-balancing the situation,” 
said Oriali. 

Inter vice-president Peppino Prisco 
said: “I’m sorry for Lippi but it was on 
the cards because of the lack of results 
and the team’s lack of any system of 


Francesco Totti: Italian player 


_of the year. 


Marcello Lippi: Fired after 
just 90 minutes of the 
Italian season. 

play.” 

Oriali said assistant coach Narcico 
Pezzoti and youth team coach 
Giuseppe Baresi would take charge of 


voted “young player of the year”. 

Not surprisingly, Sven Goran 
Eriksson who led Lazio to the 
league and cup double last season, 
won the award for best coach while 
Pierlugi Collina was voted referee 
of the year. 

Baresi, capped 81 times by Italy 
and now head of youth develop- 
mentat AC Milan, won the vote for 
player of the century ahead of nine 
others. 

The other candidates were 
Giuseppe Meazza, Valentino 
Mazzola, Roberto —_ Baggio, 
Giampiero Boniperti, Gigi Riva, 
Paolo Rossi, Dino Zoff, Gianni 
Rivera and Silvio Piola. 


team affairs until a new coach was 
appointed, 

Inter do not have a game until 
October 14 when they face Napoli at 
the San Siro and Oriali said the club 
would use the break to find a replace- 
ment for Lippi. 

“This break in the championship 
gives us the chance to calmly think 
and decide,” said Oriali, 

Italian newspapers speculated that 
former Inter and Argentina defender 
Daniel Passarella, currently national 
team coach of Uruguay was among 
the front runners for Lippi’s job along 
with Italian Olympic team coach 
Marco Tardelli. 

Lippi’s dismissal was widely 
expected after the former Juventus 
coach’s outburst. Lippi even said that 
if he were president of Inter he would 
sack the coach. 

“They just played fike spoilt chil- 
dren who think that they are great 
players and the victories will just 
arrive. That is not fair to those who 


1948 .- Born Apa ti, Viareggio. 


1986-87 - AC Siena 


Marcello Lippi Facrifle 


1970-~ Joins Sampdoria, where he plays a¢-2 


1985-86 ~ Joins minor league Pontedera as first 


1987-88 - AC Pisioizse 
4988-89 - Carrerese 
1989-91 - Takes up his 


the allowing season, 


1991-92 « Joins Lucchese In Serie B. 
__ 1992-93 « Moves back to Serie A with Atatanta. 
= Carece takes off when he joins Napoli. 


Ajax on penalties, 


1996-97 ~ = Sede A champions agin, while winning 
Infercontinental 


‘A with Cesena. Takes them to 3th in leagoe and 
turns down offer to coach Atalanta but is sacked 


ps 


Franco Baresi: Italian player 
of the century. 


pay them nor to those who go to watch 
them,” he said. 

“Today, if 1 was the president, 1 
would dismiss the coach and line the 
players up against a wall and give 
them all a kick up the backside.” 

Moratti had said that Lippi’s words 
had created a “mad situation” and had 
“poured fuel on the fire” at the trou- 
bled club, 

Lippi joined Inter in July, 1999, 
after a successful spell at Juventus 
where he won three Serie A titles and 
the European Cup in 1996. He 
resigned from Juve in February 1999 
after a run of poor results. 

Inter, who last won the league in 
1989, finished fourth in Serie A last 
season and were losing finalists in the 
Italian Cup, 

But despite spending an estimated 
$85 million on new players over the 
summer Inter failed to qualify for the 
Champions League, losing 1-0 on 
aggregate to Sweden’s Helsingborg in 
the qualifying round. 


itd time under Lippi bat tose 1-0 48: Real’ Madiid 
in Champions League final, 


1999, Feb 7 - Lippi resigns after Juve lose 42 10 


Pann 


1999, July - Takes over at Inter Milan 
2900, August « Inter miss.out on the Champions 


League after 2 humiliating 1-0 aggregate defcat to 
Sweden's Helsingborg. 

2000, Oct I~ Inter Jose 2-1 to Reguine in their 
opening game. Lippi labels his players “spoilt chil- 
deen” and says Inter president Massimo Moratti 


should “kick their backsides”. 
2000, Oct 3 + Sacked by Inter 
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RUSSO WRITES 


By Joo Russo 


o Inter have sacked another couch no big deal/becaiise 
he is the eleventh one ie years! Marcello 
Lippi arrived at Inter approximately 16 months ago after he 


real name for himself i 
Amongst his most met 


pk Bu 
and ISDE. ‘The highlight was the success ia Rome afier's 
penalty shoot-out against Ajax in 1996 when Gianluca Vialli 
captained the side; 

He also won three league titles (Scudetto's) with Juventus. 
and this alone put him in the higher echelons asa coach, He 
was in demand and Inter quickly courted him to move from 
‘Turin to Milan, 

However, Lippi had his faults, Firstly, along with Roma's 
Fabio Capello, he was generally considered to be the most 
media unfriendly coach. A fact he proved again after he was 
dismissed when he said to the awaiting journalists, in a most 


Secondly, his rapport with certain players was at best 
‘yery questionable. Roberto Baggio was a prime example of 
this at hoth Juve and Inter. Furthermore, at Inter players 
accused him of not being able to properly maflage the cohort 
of players. 

In fris days with Juventus there was a major run-in with 
Frenchman Didier Deschamps, who. was reported to have 
‘pinned’ Lippi against the wall after one training session. 

‘And finally, he came from arch rivals Javentus to join 
Inter and fans never accepted him fully because of this. 
Fundamentally this last one was probably Lippi's ‘greatest 
error, Juventus and Inter are. worlds apart as clubs, 

At Juventus there is ¢ complete structure with basically 
the support of a well-run society and “family” (Agnelli fam- 
ily) behind you, 

‘You are never alone at Juve with people such as Umberta 
Agnelli and Roberto Bet there to support you. 


rent couch f Uruguay, i is favourile to take 


Marco ‘Tardelli, current Under 21 national coach of Italy 
and recently in Australia as coach of the Italian Olympic 
team, has also betn mentioned. Other names such as Vialli, 
Dino Zoff and Johan Cruyff have absolutely no foundutions, 
Afier Inter’ pening Seric A round nine days ago, atl 
Dol Virtually asked to be sacked. Iwas as 
if he wanted to be pul outof his misery. 4 

Inter need a brave man as couch, because the last time 
there was stability at the club wad in 1991 when Giovanm 
‘Trupationi was coach. He remained at the heim for five 
years Ce ee sna eae title in 1989. They aye | 


indeed 4 very clever man - Juventus is a totally different 
world | Inter and, unfortunately at is Fate, Inter will never: 


‘The ‘honour role’ of coaches sacked by Inter in the last 
“nine years reads as follows: Orrico, Suarez; Bagnoli, Marini, 
Bianchi, Hodgson, Ciasiell Simoni, Lucescu, Castellini 
(ain) endLipp 

‘Only Bagnoli, Bianchi, : 
ed for more than a year, The most was 18 months by Bianchi 
‘and Bagnoli! The obviots question is “who's next?” 

Lippi fuckily won't be short of a job and only ‘ast year 
Offers from Real Madrid were very tucrative indeed. 

Spain may be an ideal place for Lippi to coach because it 
is Still an excellent league with ‘Ot as much pressure. Lippi 
needs time away from ftaly and, frankly, Italy needs time 
away from Lippi! 


FA CUP WITHDRAWAL 


HIT MAN UTD PROFITS 


nnual profits at Manchester 
At slid by 25 percent, hit 

by soaring players’ salaries 
and the English champions’ contro- 
versial decision to opt out of last sea- 
son’s FA Cup. 

The world’s richest soccer club 
reported that pre-tax profits fell to 16.8 
million pounds ($42 million) in the year 
to July 31 from 22.4 million ($56m) 
last year. 

United, whose captain Roy 
Keane became the country’s 
highest-paid player earlier 
this year, said operating 
expenses increased to 65.8 | 
million pounds from 54.4 
million pounds. 

Gate receipts were lower at 
36.6 million pounds due to five fewer 
home games in the period, reflecting its 
withdrawal from the FA Cup in order to 
play in the inaugural World Club 
Championship in Brazil. 

Four new players were added to the 
squad during the financial year, includ- 
ing French international goalkeeper 


Football Association (FA) 
last week. 

The charge relates to the 
1-1 draw against Everton at 
Filbert Street on September 
24 when the 29-year-old for- 


verton defender 

Alessandro Pistone 

will be out of action 
for six months after 
returning to Italy for 
reconstructive surgery n° 
his knee. 

The 3.0 million pound 
($7.5m). summer signing 
from Newcastle United 
flew home for the opera- 
tion. 

The former Inter Milan 
left-back had only just 
returned from a hamstring 
injury, which came just 
months after be fought his 
way back to fitness from a 
broken {eg suffered at 
Newcastle last season_ 

Pistone, 25, has played 
just 135 minutes of football 
for Everton this season, 


learned that Leicester had 
agreed to his request for a 
transfer, has 14 days to 
respond to the charge. 

“He has been charged with 
misconduct following vio- 


Fabien Barthez, who cost 7.8 million 
pounds ($19,5m). 

Net transfer expenditure on players 
totalled 13.6 million pounds. Players’ 
wages represented 39 percent of 
tumover, up from 33 percent last year, 
and United said wages could ratchet 
even higher if the European 
Commission carried out their threat to 
revamp the transfer system in Europe. 

Manchester United said they did not 

negotiate contracts during the sea- 
EN. son — Keane was an exception 
— but contracts for key play- 
ers such as midfielder David 
Beckham and winger Ryan 
Giggs come up for review 
© next season. 

Chief Executive Peter Kenyon 
said the club, which suffered their first 
league defeat of the season recently 
against Arsenal, aimed to balance rising 
wage costs through continued success 
on the pitch and through the success of 

their brand, 

The shares were trading down 2.2 
percent or six pence at 270p dropping 


Fabien Barthez: United’s most 
expensive off season siging. 
after earlier gains of up to five percent. 

Atits current price the stock remains 
30 percent lower than its peak of over 
400p in March, when United became 
the first billion-pound football club. 

United did not confirm a widely 
expected 300 million-pound kit deal 
with U.S. sportswear giant Nike but 
Kenyon told reporters an announce- 
ment would be made in due course. 

“If we had something to say we 


would have said it,” he said. 

Manchester United confirmed last 
week that they were in talks with a 
leading sportswear company, after 
feports said the reigning premiership 
champions were close to signing the 
deal. 

Media reports have said the deal, 
which would come into effect after cur- 
rent suppliers Umbro’s contract expires 
in 2002, would run for 15 years. 

Smith said the challenge by the 
European Commission to the payment 
of transfer fees could have a significant 
impact on the shape of football finances 
but until the outcome was clear he 
could not form a judgment on the 
impact on the club. 

Uncertainty surrounding the future 
of the transfer system has caused the 
shares to plummet in recent months. 
Boosted by participation in the 
European Champions’ League, the club 
received television income of 30.5 mil- 
lion pounds ($76.25m), and merchan- 
dising and other turnover rose to 23.6 
million ($59m). 


eicester City striker mer England striker clashed 
| Stan Collymore was with Everton's Paul_ opponent,” 
charged with violent Gascoigne. spokeswoman. 
misconduct by the English Collymore, who also 


KNEE OPERATION 
SIDELINES -EISTONE 


Alesandro Pistone: Set to miss most 


of the season. 


lent behaviour towards an 
said an FA 


Collymore was placed on 
the transfer list by Leicester 
after he and the club failed to 
resolve their differences, 

The striker asked to leave 
Leicester a week ago after 
his request for a salary 


increase was rejected. 


Stan Collymore: Charged for misconduct only 
hours after being placed on the transfer market, 


Villa for a club record seven 


Leicester manager Peter 
Taylor, who has guided his 
Side to the top of the Premier 
League, described Colly- 
Mmore’s demands as “unac- 
ceptable” and accused him of 
being overweight and unpro- 
fessional after the Everton 
match. 

Collymore said Taylor's 
comments were “out of 
order” and denied he was 
overweight. 

Collymore joined 
Leicester in February follow- 
ing turbulent spells with 
Nottingham Forest, Aston 
Villa and Liverpool. 

He cost Liverpool a then 
British transfer record of 8.5 
million pounds ($21.25m) in 
July 1995 before joining 


million pounds ($17.5m) two 
years later. 

But after undergoing treat- 
Ment for clinical depression 
he started last season on foan 
with Fulham and failed to 
win back his first team place 
at Villa Park, 

He scored a hat-trick 
against Sunderland on his 
home debut for Leicester in 
March but then broke his leg 
at Derby the following 
month. 

Collymore, who has three 
England caps, regained his 
fitness for the start of the 
new season but has been 
unable to command a place 
in the Leicester starting line- 
up. 


| Kevin Keegan quits p. 


MURPHY'S LAW 


closer alae! tf 


AK having played only one game England's World 
Cup qualifying campiign is tooking decidedly shaky, 
Sure it was the first game and the 1-0 toss was against the 
traditionally powerful Germans, but England appears to be 
tacking confidence as well as a manager. 

‘The team now faces Fintand on tomorrow (Wednesday) 
night who should in no way be underestimated. A loss to the 
Finns won't end England's 2002 hopes but, with away ties 
Still 10 be played in Germany, Greece und Albania, it will 
muitke the path to Japan and South Korea all the more diffi- 
cult 

Before Germany's victory at Wembley the two arch 
tivals were both struggling on the international stage. The 
Germans somehow rediscovered their famous resolye and 
efficiency whereas England were ns uncertain as they were 
at Euro 2000. 

Why is this so? England appeared bereft of ideas and 
inspiration and the responsibility for this ultimately rests 
with the manager. After Euro 2000 Kevin Keegan promised 
that iffhe couldn't turn things around after the games against 
Germany and Finland, he would vacate his position. In the 
end it only took one defeat for Keegan to do the right thing 
‘and fall on his sword. 

Perhaps it was because Keegan didn't really want to 
replace Glenn Hoddle and this affected his. performance. 
More likely it was just as Keegan said after he resigned, he 
just wasn’t up to the job. Keegan has always been extreme- 
ly passionate about footbull and is universally liked by both 
players: and supporters. Unfortunately he was never the 
astute tactician that Hoddle or Terry Venables were and his 
passion wasn’t enough to get the results required, 

Although Keegan's decision was the right one it hasn't 
done mach for the stability of the England side going in to 
the Helsinki game. England has never lost in sever trips to 
Finland but this is undoubtedly their toughest assignment 
there yet. The Finns have come along considerably in the 
last decade and the proof of this lies with the number of 
their players plying their trade in strong European feagues. 

‘Six of the Finnish squad play in England with Liverpool 
defender Sami Hyppia and dangerous Charlton. striker 
Jonaton Johansson being the standouts. There is also the 
inspirational attacking midfielder Jari Litmanen who was 
fantastic during his stint at Ajax before joining Barcelona. 
“A loss or even a draw for England will leave whoever steps 
in to Keegan's shoes with a massive mountain to climb lo 
get the campaign back on track. 

A big headache for the English FA is finding the right 
Tat 10 take What has been described as the ‘second hardést 
job in England”. Leicester City boss Peter Taylor has beén 
Mentioned as a possible successor and be has done well for 
the England Under 21s, Gillingham and the Foxes. Taylor 
would probably be reluctant to leave Leicester afler such a 
good start and could do with at least a year in the English 
top flight in order to deal with the pressure of such a 
demanding job. 

What about Sundestand’s Peter Reid? Or perhaps Terry 
Venables will get a recall considering how well he did at 
Euro 96? Or the FA may have to do the unthinkable and 
appoint a foreign coach. People may say that Brazil, Italy, 
France and Germany have never looked outside their bor- 
ders but beggars can’t be choosers. 

On the ficld it was yet another lacklustre effort. Michael 
Owen's dazzling league form all but disappeared. the 
defence again looked edgy and Nick Barmby and Paul 
Scholes were unsighted. Surely David Seaman has played 
his last game for his country. 

The only real positive was the outstanding performance 
of sew vice captain David Beckham, He was the source of 
several attacking mids and looked comfonable drifting in 
from his position on the right. 

Beckham has matured a great deal since his petulant oul- 
burst agsinst Argentina at France 98. His many detractors 
may not like it but they should quit giving hima hard time 
and réelise how important he is to their immediate future. 
His team mates could do worse than to follow his lead as 
well, 
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‘evin Keegan quit as England 
coach over the weekend, say- 
ing he was “not good 
enough” to do the job following his 
team’s 1-0 defeat to Germany at 
Wembley Stadium in their opening 
World Cup qualifying match, 

Ona day already charged with emo- 
tion for the last match to be staged 
under Wembley’s Twin Towers, 
Keegan’s resignation in the dressing 
foom moments after his team lost was 
the final dramatic act played out at the 
stadium in its 77-year history. 

“| feel | fall short of what is required 
in this massive job,” Keegan told a 


KEEGAN 


news conference. 

“Our first half performance today 
left a lot to be desired and although I 
knew things were going wrong, I just 
couldn't think of what to do to put it 
right.” 

Keegan has long been part of 
Wembley’s story: for his two goals in 
Liverpool’s 1974 FA Cup final victory 
over Newcastle and his famous joint 
sending-off with Billy Bremner in the 
Charity Shield later that year when he 
ripped his shirt off on the way to the 
dressing room. 

But few expected him to make an 
even more dramatic exit this time. 

Keegan, 49, had been in charge since 


February 1999 and his 18 matches pro- 
duced seven wins, seven draws and 


four defeats, man to take it to the next stage. 1 think 
‘The Football Association's technical __ that’s for someone else. 
director Howard Wilkinson will be in “The fans helped get me this job and 


charge of the team for this week’s 
World Cup qualifier in Finland. 

Wilkinson previously took charge of 
England as caretaker manager in a 2-0 
defeat against World champions France 
after Glenn Hoddle was sacked and 
Keegan appointed 20 months ago. 

“After Euro 2000 J took a lot of crit- 
icism for what happened there, some of 
it justified, and I thought that I could 
take the job a stage further,” Keegan 
said. 


more successful. 


QUITS 


“But this was a disaster for me los- 
ing today and I am not sure | am the 


have always been very supportive, but 
today the fans told me it was time to go. 

“I feel that the players are good 
enough, but that we have under- 
achieved. I regret that I have not been 


“This is a massive job and J have 
loyed it but it is time for me to go and 
spend some more time with my family 
and consider my future in the game.” 


ost 


alo Maldini 
Decanve Italy’s most 
capped player of all 
time when he took the 
field against Romania in 
Italy's World Cup group 
eight qualifier over the 
weekend making his 13th 
international appearance, 

Maldini: surpassed Dino. 
Zoff's previous. record of 
12 and was congratulated. 
by all-his- former national 
team coaches, including 
Zol¥,on-the field prior to 
the kick off. 

The -32-year-old~ AC 
Milan defender made his 
infemational debut’ in-a 
friendly against Yugoslavia 
on March 31, 1988. 

He tas beens regafar ‘at 
Jefttback tm the Italian team 
ever since: playing in three 
World Cup: finals tourna: 
meats and he was part of 
the team coached by Zoff 
that reached: the final of 
Euro 2000, losing to France 
by a “golden goal”. 

Zolf, who resigned -as 
Italy coach after Euro 2000, 
was Inly's goalkeeper from 
1968-19: 1983: 


24 


over Poland to reignite 


an Footballer ofthe Year 1977-78, 78- 
PEA Player of the Year 1981-82; Division one 


‘taly under-21 coach Marco 
‘Tardelli will replace Marcello 
2s coach of Inter Milan, the 

Italian chub said last week, 

‘Lippi was sacked as Inter coach earli- 
er in the week following defeat to 
Reggina in the opening game of the 
Serie A season. 

Tn an announcement on the club’s 
agreed to a two-year deal. 

‘Tardelli will take charge of the Italian 
‘Under-21 side in their game against 
Georgia before being officially unveiled 
the following day, the Serie A club said. 


‘Chilavert was fumving last week 
after discovering thet his pho- 
tograph was on the match tickets for 
a World Cup qualifier against 
Colombia. 

‘The stormy goalkeeper, who was seat 
off for fighting when the countries last 
met in a World Cup qualifier, threatened 
to sue the Colombian federation. 

Colombia Oscar 
Condoba’s photograph was also on the 
tickets for the match. 

“They make it appear that the match 
is a duel between Cordoba and 
Chilavert. I'm going to take the 
Colombian federation to court for using 
my image without permission,” said 
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Maldini becomes Italy's} Tardelli takes Inter job 
capped player 


“Marco Tardelli will be the new 
coach of Inter,” said the website state- 
meat. “He has verbally agreed to a two- 
‘year contract which will be signed in the 
coming days.” 

‘The former Juventus and Inter player 
who was capped 81 times by Italy and 
was a member of the 1982 World Cup 


had chosen to stay in his current job as 
coach of the Uruguay national team. 


photographs 


The Colombian Football Federation 
(ECF) said a publicity agency had been 
responsible for printing the tickets. 
Chilavert and Cordoba play for 
Argentine clubs Velez Sarsfield and 
regarded as two of the world’s top goal- 


Cordoba has not conceded a goal in 
any of his team’s last four qualifiers and 
was the hero when Boca won the South 
American Libertadores Cup in a penalty 
shootout. 

Chilavert is noted for scoring goals 
from free kicks and penalties and for his 
outspoken comments. 


bat it’s difficult not to react when 
someone is tough on you.” 

Vieira added: “I can’t play without 
reacting, this is the way I am. Pm not 
going to change and I don’t want to 
change, I'm a strong-willed player 
and it’s what helped me get where I 
am now.” 


The 24-year-old was 


) 
~ fantastic player,” he 
found the team I needed and I just said. “He always knows what to do on 
Want fo stay there for the time being. the pitch. He helped me a lot to find 
“T’ve never been rough on purpose, the right position, to make the right 
Patrick Viera: “Red cards and _it was always bad reactions from me. move. 
suspensions won't make Of course, I was wrong and I’m ready “I dream of being able to read the 
me change.” to take responsibility for what I did, game the way he does.” 


arcelona striker 

Patrick Kluivert 

says the Catalan 
club are in crisis and lack- 
ing confidence after a run 
of defeats in the Spanish 
league and Champions 
League. 

Barcelona were beaten 
20 by both Deportivo 
Coruna and AC Milan last 
week, prompting club presi- 
dent Joan Gaspert to make a 
public show of suppor for 
embattled coach Llorenc 
Serra Ferrer. 

Kluivert spelled out the 
problems on his Web site, 
saying: “The mood at the 
club is not in'a very good 
condition right now, 

“When you lose four out 
of seven games, it’s not 
good at all. We're in a little 
bit of a crisis, but the most 
important thing is to get our 
confidence back, in our- 
selves and in our team. 

“Every player has to look 
at themselves and when the 
results improve, little by lit- 
tle the confidence will came 
back.” 

With major fixtures 


KLUIVERT CLAIMS 
CRISIS AT BARCA 


looming after this week- 
end’s World Cup qualifiers, 
including a home game 
against Real Madrid, 
Barcelona need to solve 
their problems quickly. 

“We have a very hard 


Patrick Kluivert says Barcelona is 2 club in crisis and lacks confidence. 


month coming up, there's 
huge game waiting for us 
against Real Madrid and we 
have to go to Milan,” be 
said. 


“But maybe, in a way. it’s 
good that these games are 


coming now because 
they're such big games, 
we're forced to dig deep 
inside ourselves to respond 
to the challenge.” 


ogland striker Michael Owen says 
E: is tempted by the thought of 
‘playing abroad as he believes it 
could improve his game. 
The 20-year-old is being urged by 
Liverpool team mate Dietmar Hamann of 
Germany to move to the continent to gain 
Vital intemational experience. 
Owen told The Mirror: “Dietmar does 
have a point about English players moving 
abroad, because there’s no doubt you do 
mect different people and different styles, 

“You would definitely broaden your 
experience by going abroad. There are 
plenty of options there for me. 

“Didi has done it himself and by moving 
abroad he's been very successful and it has 
furthered his career. There is no doubt it 
helps your game, 

“T don’t think there are many players 
these days who would stay at a club from 
the age of 11 — like I was when I joined 
Liverpool — to the age of 35. 


REDONDO'S OUT 
FOR SIX MONTHS 


C Milan’s Argentine midfielder 
Fernando Redondo will be out 
for six months after a knee 
operation, the Serie A club said. 
Redondo, who was signed from Real 
Madrid in August, suffered the injury 
during his first week of training with 
Milan. 


He has not played in Milan’s pre-sea- 
son friendlies or Champions League 
games and missed the 2-0 win over 
Vicenza in Serie A's opening round. 


i fer 


Liverpoof's Michael Owen eays a move to a European club wil improve 


OWEN TEMPTED BY 
EUROPEAN MOVE 


“England and Germany are struggling at 
the moment and both of us don’t have many 
players with teams abroad,” Hamann said. 

“Michael is one of the best strikers 
around. He could easily play for one of the 
big clubs and I think that would help him 
and England. 

“These days intemational sides actually 
need their best players to broaden their 
horizons and their experience by playing 
abroad. 

“Look at France. Most of their side play 
abroad in Italy, Spain or England. 

“Yet they won the World Cup and the 
European Championship, 

“Tt was the same when Germany won the 
World Cup in 1990. Our best players then 
were playing in Italy and I think it helped 
them develop their game to an even higher 
standard.” 

Hamann moved from Bayern Munich to 
Newcastle in 1998, before moving on to 
Liverpool the following season. at) 
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wor 2. EUROPEAN CHAMPIONS LEAGUE .=. 


LEAGUE, 


Sparta Prague 0 Arsenal Galatasaray 3 2 
Shakhtar Donetsk 0 Lazio ; Rangers 5 sean ae C) 
Arsenal 3 Shakhtar Donetsk 2 Sturm Graz 3 Galatasaray 0 
Lazio 3 SpartaPrague 0 Monaco 0 Rangers 1 
Arsenal 2 Lazio 0 Monaco 5 Sturm Graz © 


Ljungberg 43, 56 Simone 13, 38, 41, 
Farnerud 76, 


Nonda 84 


Sparta Prague Shakhtar Donetsk 2 
Sparta Rosicky 54, Zubov 56, 

Homak 73, Abramov 84 

Jarosik 82 


Galatasaray Rangers 2 
Akin 52, Kanchelskis 72 


Unsal 57, van Bronckhorst 90 


bie Jardel 70 
Arsenal asc 0 6. 2 9 
Lazio Feeney! cel PM Jame sa Table 
Sparta Prague SORA 2955 = Gare Galatasaray SS On 67s 
Shakhtar Donetsk 3 003 4 9 0 Rangers Be 2) Ot) 857 6 
Monaco Se4 O2s Pa 
REMAINING FIXTURES: Sturm Graz__ 2a) 2O)2: sSyaiGies 
Tuesday, October 17 
Lazio v Arsenal REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Sparta Prague Tuesday, October 17 
Sturm Graz v Monaco 
Wednesday, October 25 Rangers v Galatasaray 


Arsenal v Sparta Prague 
Lazio v Shakhtar Donetsk 


Real Madrid v Sporting Lisbon Wednesday, October 25 
Monaco v Galatasaray 


Sturm Graz v Rangers 


Olympique Lyon v Olympiakos 


‘Tuesday, November 7 
Spartak Moscow v Real Madrid 
Sporting v Bayer Leverkusen 


Tuesday, November 7 
Sparta Prague v Lazio 
Shakhtar Donetsk v Arsenal 


Tuesday, November 7 
Galatasaray v Sturm Graz 
Rangers v Monaco 


Hamburg SV 4 Juventus 4 R’borg Trondheim 3 Paris St Cermain 4 Ps Eindhoven 2 Dynamo Kiev 1 4 Leeds United 0 

Panathinalkos 1 DeportivoCoruna 1 Helsingborg 1 Bayern Munich 3 Manchester United 5 Anderlecht 1 papery 4 Besiktas 4 

Juventus 2 Panathinalkos 4 Bayern Munich 3 R’borg Trondheim Anderlecht 4 PSVEIndhoven © Besiktas 3 Barcelona 0 

Deportivo Coruna 2 Hamburg sv 4 4 Helsingborg = 1 Dynamo Kiev 0 Manchester Utd 0 Leeds United 4 AC Milan ° 

Juventus © Deportivo Coruna 0 Bayern Munich © Dynamo Klev 4 Anderlecht 0 Leeds United 6 Beskitas C) 
Husin 52, 


Shatskikh 80, 
Demetradze 89, 90 


Hamburg SV Panathinalkos 


Nassiopoulos 37 


borg 
Johnsen 20, 29 & 78, 
Strand 50, 51, 


PSV Eindhoven Manchester Utd 


Juventus = 4 220° 6.5: 5 Johansen 6409. Bouma 17, Scholes 3pen 
Deportivo Coruna 3 1 2 0 3 2 5 van Bommel 38, 
Panathinaikos Sta se Table Kezman 64 
Hamburg SV Se 0 A125 BF) 4 Rborg Trondheim 3 2 0 1 105 6 
ParsStGerman 3 201 64 6 
REMAINING FIXTURES: Bayern Munich 3-2°9.4 6 3-6 PSV Eindhoven 20 4 2545 <6 
Wednesday, October 18 Helsingborg 3003 3 8 0 Dynamo Kiev A Pe SS Ce Le 
Deportivo Coruna v Juventus Manchester United 411 64 4 
Panathinaikos v Hamburg SV REMAINING FIXTURES: TOF (F9 -3 
Wednesday, October 18 
Tuesday, October 24 Bayern Munich v Paris St Germain REMAINING FIXTURES: 
Juventus v Hamburg SV Helsingborg v Rosenborg Trondhelm Wednesday, October 18 
Deportivo Coruna v Panathinaikos Anderlecht v Dynamo Kiev 
Tuesday, October 24 Manchester United v PSV Eindhoven 
Wednesday, November 8 Paris St Germain v Rosenborg Trondheim 
Hamburg SV v Deportivo Coruna Bayern Munich v Helsingborg Tuesday, October 24 ® 
Panathinaikos v Juventus Dynamo Kiev v PSV Eindhoven Leeds United y Barcelona 
Wecnesday, November 8 Anderlecht v Manchester United Besiktas v AC Milan 


Rosenborg Trondheim v Bayern Munich 
Helsingborg v Paris St Germain 


Wednesday, November 8 
PSV Eindhoven v Anderlecht 
Manchester United v Dynamo Kiev 


Wednesday, November $ 
Barcelona v Besiktas 
AC Milan v Leeds United 


FINAL 


SECOND ROUND 
Wednesday, May 27 


QUARTER-FINAL 
First Leq — April 3/4 


Second Leq — April 17/18 


SEMI-FINAL 
First Leg — May 1/2 
Second Leg — May 8/9 


Four Groups of Four 


In Milan 
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World Rankings 


(Valid until October 11) 
1 Brazil 70 ‘Bolivia 138 Grenada 
2 France 71 Kuwait 139 Lesotho 
3 Argentina 72 Uzbekistan 140 Rwanda 
4 ‘Czech Republic 73 China PR 141. Tanzania 
8 Spain 74 ~~ Bosnia- 142. Ethiopia 
§ ftaly Herzegovina 143= Bangladesh 
7 Portugal 75 ‘Burkina Faso 143= Benin 
8 — Yugosiavia 76 Cuba 143= Liechtenstein 
9 Germany W7. Estonia 146 St Kitts & Nevis 
10 Netherlands 78 Guinea 147 Korea DPR. 
1 Norway 73 Armenia 148° Antigua & Barbuda 
11 Romania 80. Algeria 149° Andorra 
13 Mexico 81 kag 150 
14 England 82 Namibia 151 
15 Croatia 83= Gabon 152 
16 Paraguay 83= Haiti 153 
17 ~~ Colombia 83= Senegal 154 
18 Denmark 86 Latvia 155 
19 ‘United States 87 — FYR Macedonia 156 
20. Chile 88 Albania 157 
21 = Sweden 89 Mali 158 
22= Scotland 90 Togo 159 
22= South Africa 91= New Zealand 160 
24 = Russia 9i= Qatar 161 
25 ~~‘ Belgium 93. Congo 162 
26= Morocco 94 El Salvador 163 
26= ‘Tunisia 95 Liberia 164 
28 Siovakia 96 Northem Ireland 165 
29 “Trinidad & Tobago = STS“ Moiddova 166 
30° Turkey 98 Syria 167 
31 Egypt 99 Barbados 168 
32. Uruguay 100 Belarus 169 
33. Greece 101 Uganda 170 
34 Cameroon 102 Indonesia 71 
36 Istael 103. Jordan 172 
$6= Poland 104 Malaysia 173= 
36= Slovenia 105= Mozambique 
38=. Ireland Republic 105= Singapore 173= 
38= Jamaica 105= Venezuela 175 
38= Peru 108= Kenya 176 Central African 
38= Ukraine 108= Oman Rep. 
42= Austria 110 Lebanon 177 Niger 
42=  Kotea Republic 11 Vietnam SR 178 Macao 
44 Iran 2 Azerbaijan 179 Sao Tomee 
45 Zambia 113 (Wales Principe 
46 Honduras 114 Malawi 180= Bahamas 
47 Finland 11S Madagascar 180= Cambodia 
48 Cote ¢ Woire 116 = India 182 Guyana 
48 Hungary 117 Faroe Islands 183 Philippines 
50 Japan 118= Kazakhstan 184 Tonga 
51 Angola 118= Mauritius 185 Aruba 
62. Iceland 120. Malta 186 Belize 
$3= Ghana 121 Turkmenistan 187 Equatorial Guinea 
53= Nigeria 122 Panama 188 Seychelles 
55 Costa Rica 123 Libya 189 Pakistan 
$6 Bulgaria 124 St VincenvGr 190 Nicaragua 
$7 Thailand 125 Hong Kong 191 Papua New Guinea 
58=. Canada 126 Sierra Leone 192 Diibouti 
58 UAE 127 Sudan 193 Brunei Darussalam 
60= Ecuador 128 Myanmar 194 Puerto Rico 
60= Switzerland 128 St Lucia 195 Somalia 
62 Guatemala 130 Tahiti 196 US Virgin Islands 
63. Saudi Arabia 431 Solomon Islands. 197. Mongolia 
64 Zimbabwe 182 Bahrain 198 
65 Cypns 133. Swaziland 199 Turks and Caicos Is 
65 Congo DR 134 Burundi 200 Bhutan 
67= AUSTRALIA 135 Tajkistan 201 Guam 
@7= Georgia 136 Fiji 202” Montserrat 
67=  Lithyania 137 Luxemburg 203 American Samoa 


Note: Teams inactive since 1991 and teams which have not 
played yet to do not appear in the table. 


division team from Oltenita. 


Bucharest.” 


omanian international mid- 
fielder Catalin Haldan died 
4. %, last week after collapsing on 
the field during a friendly between 
Dinamo Bucharest and a second 


“Haldan died in Oltenita hospital,” 
Dinamo spokesman Ionel Culina said 
by telephone. “The club cancelled the 
helicopter it had called to bring him to 


Earlier Dinamo president Marcel 
Popescu said that according to the 
team’s doctor, Haldan suffered a cere- 
bral attack and was clinically dead on 


a 4 / 
i | i | a | 


the pitch before being taken to hospital 
in Oltenita, 60 km southwest of the 
capital. 

Haldan, 24, played eight matches 
for Romania, scoring one goal. He was 
in Romania’s squad for the 2000 
European Championship in the 
Netherlands and Belgium but he did 
not play during the tournament, 

At Euro 2000 Haldan fainted during 
the first training session of the 
Romanian team. Medical investiga- 
tions revealed no serious health prob- 
lems, 

Reports from Belgium said at the 


al 4 
— 


time Haldan had fainted after an acci- 
dental collision with team mate 
Miodrag Belodedici. 

They said the national team’s doctor 
had helped Haldan to avoid swallow- 
ing his tongue and the player resumed 
training a few minutes later, 

Two years ago another Romanian 
player, midfielder Stefan Vrabioru of 
first division Astra Ploiesti, died after 
collapsing on the pitch in a match 
against Rapid Bucharest. 

Vrabioru died on his way to hospital 
ina car. The cause of his death has not 
been clarified. 


Coach “very concerned” by 
Espanyol’s financial crisis 


spanyol coach Paco Flores 
Fens he is y con- 
cerned” by the First Division 
club’s financial crisis and the 
Prospect it may have to sell play- 
ers to cover debts. 
“Any transfer will weaken the 
team,” Flores said. 
“But I realise we have to put 
the interests of the club first.” 
The Barcelona-based club is 
reported in the Spanish press to 
be some 5,000 million pesetas 


Fredrik Ljungberg: Jabbed by 
Gunners. 


($26.24 million) in the red, 

Attention has been focused on 
the possible sale of Espanyol for- 
ward Raul Tamudo, whe recently 
turned down an offer from 
Rangers 

The forward was a key part of 
the Spanish team that took the 
silver medal at the Sydney 
Olympics and won his first full 
cap against Germany in August. 

Fellow Olympian Toni 
Velamazan and Sergio Gonzalez 


Sweden doctor criticises 


are also thought to be likely can- 
didates if a fire sale is necessary. 

“We are all very worried about 
the future of the club. But if there 
isn’t any money there is no use 
complaining about it,” declared a 
stoical Flores, who Jed the club to 
its first title in 60 years with its 
victory in the Spanish Cup last 
season. 

“We are the ones that now 
have to try and get the club out of 
its difficulties.” 


Arsenal for tetanus jab 


weden’s team doctor criticised 
Se Premier League club 

Arsenal last week for giving 
Fredrik Ljungberg a tetanus jab which 
made the striker’s arm swell and gave 
him a high temperature. 

“It was completely unnecessary,” 
Magnus Forssblad said. 

“Fredrik has suffered a reaction 
because he was already well protected 
against tetanus.” 

Ljungberg and his Arsenal team mates 
were given the routine tetanus shots after 
their I-0 league win against Manchester 
United at Highbury recently. 


The striker had a temperature of 39.5 
Celsius at one stage and he was forced to 
miss the first two days of training ahead of 
Sweden’s World Cup ‘qualifier against 
Turkey in Gothenburg. 

Turkish striker Hakan Sukur of Inter 
Milan has arrived with his team mates in 
Sweden still suffering from a severe stom- 
ach complaint, 

“We are treating him with antibiotics 
and he has a drip,” said Turkish team doc- 
tor Cengioz Ding. 


“~ 


e 


Liverpool to give 
Staunton free transfer 


iverpool are to let 
i Republi¢ of Ireland 
international 
defender Steve Staunton 
leave on a free transfer. 
Staunton, 31, rejoined the 
club in 1998 after seven sea- 
sons with Aston Villa but has 


failed to hold down a regular 
place under manager Gerard 
Houllier. 

He has not started a game 
this season and has seen his 
chances of returning to the 
line-up greatly reduced since 
the signing of Christian 


Djimi Traore. 


A Liveipool spokesman 
said: “The club have had dis- 
cussions with Steve and 
understand his desire for first 
team football. If he feels that 
is best achieved elsewhere 


Ziege and the fine form of 


we will not stand in his way.” 
Staunton has been capped 
85 times by Ireland but has 
not played for them since a 
1-0 defeat in Greece last 
April. 
Pa 
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Claudio Caniggia: Hoping to 
rekindle his career at Dundee. 


28 


rgentine forward Claudio 

Caniggia joined Scottish Premier 

League side Dundee last week and 
said he hoped the move might rekindle 
his international career, 

The former Roma, Benfica and Boca 
Juniors player, 33, signed a short-term con- 
tract until the end of the season to replace 
injured compatriot Fabian Caballero who is 
out for six months with a knee injury. 

Caniggia, who played in the 1990 World 
Cup Final but earned the last of his 47 caps 
two years ago, told a news conference he 
felt he could regain his place in the 
Argentine national squad. 

“The coach has told me I am in his 
thoughts,” he said. “I am not just here to 
play a few games and play the season out. I 
feel young and I feel I can give a lot.” 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
SOUTH AMERICA, 
one USA & ASIA 


N 


" SPECIAL REDUCED 

AIR FARES FOR 
SENIOR CITIZENS 

RING NOW 


(02) 9558 
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caching _ assistant 
Candinho will mae 
‘over as Brazil’s 


taker manager after the 
sacking of Wanderley 
Luxemburgo, officials have 
said, as Brazil struggled with 
their biggest soccer crisis in 
years. 

Candinho took charge for 
the World Cup qualifier against 
Venezuela in San Cristobal 
while  Brazil’s _ Football 
Confederation. (CBF) looked 
for a permanent replacement, 
CBF president Ricardo 
Teixeira said. 

“You don’t just rush into a 
decision like this days before a 
crucial World Cup qualifying 
game,” Teixeira told reporters. 

Luxemburgo was fired after 
an appalling performance at 
the Sydney Olympics and 


Brazil's soccer 
confederation (CBF) 
director Ricardo 
Texeira officially 
announces the sacking 
of Wanderley 
Luxemburgo. 


World Cup qualifying defeats 
by Paraguay and Chile that 
made him one of the most 
reviled men in Brazil where 
soccer is almost a religion, 

In Brazil, the national soc- 
cer coach gets more column 
inches in the soccer-mad media 
than the president, 
Luxemburgo had coached 
Brazil for two years but his 
position became untenable 
after the Olympic side were 
beaten by a aine-man 
Cameroon in the quarter-finals 
of the Sydney Games— a deep 
embarrassment for the runners- 
up in the last World Cup. 

“Soccer is a national symbol 
and seeing the team lose so 
shamefully is like lesing part 
of our identity,” said Luis 


week, 


they had reserved. 


Bayem 


fine, 


Police said the woman had lodged an 
official complaint against the 32-year-old, 
alleging he lashed out at her in a row over a 
table which Effenberg and his party said 


The woman was not injured but com- 
plained of headaches, police said. 
vice-president 
Rummenigge, who met Effenberg along 
with club coach Ottmar Hitzfeld, said the 
player's recollection of events sounded 
quite different but said he would still pay a 


“Independent of his assesment it is nei- 
ther okay for the club or the player. As a 
Bayern player one is always on a presenta- 
tion dish and something like that should not 
be allowed to happen,” Rummenigge said. 
Bild newspaper quoted Effenberg, an 


AS CARETAKER COACH 


Ribeiro a commentator for 
Rede TV and radio. 

The CBF chief axed 
Luxemburgo when the two met 
at a Rio golf club last week. 

The CBF then offered the 
job to Cruzeiro boss Luiz 
Felipe Scolari, the favourite 
with fans, but he tumed it 
down for family reasons. “Luiz 
Felipe has officially refused an 
offer...he will not be going to 
the national team,” said Valdir 
Barbosa, press spokesman at 
the club. 

Speculation about 
Luxemburgo’s successor has 
now focused on Carlos Alberto 
Parreira who coached Brazil to 
victory in the 1994 World Cup 
tournament. Dunga, who cap- 
tained the 1994 team, has been 
tipped as his assistant. Sao 
Paulo coach Levir Culpi is also 
seen as a strong candidate for 
the top job. 

Luxemburgo won the Copa 
America in 1999 but alienated 
fans with his selection policies. 
He used more than 70 players 
in 55 games and failed to cre- 
ate a settled team. His flashy 
suits were also seen as a sign of 
arrogance by soccer fanatics. 

Many Brazilian sides have 
recently suffered an exodus of 
young players and many clubs 
are in financial difficulties. 

Former Brazil player 
Socrates, along with a string of 
commentators, blame Teixeira 
for a “disease” afflicting the 
game. “Ricardo Teixeira 
should be the first to go. There 
is no point just changing the 
coach, we need to address the 


EFFENBERG PAYS FINE 
AFTER DISCO FRACAS 


ayern Munich captain Stefan 
Bt< has agreed to pay an 
unspecified fine after he was 
accused of hitting a woman in the face in 


a dispute over a table reservation in a 
Munich discotheque, his club said last 


Karl-Heinz 


Stefan Effenberg: Agreed to pay a 
fine over a discotheque dispute. 
inspirational playmaker who has been 
plagued for weeks by a damaged Achilles 
tendon, as saying he had only been acting in 
self-defence after the woman threw a glass 

of champagne at him. 


Wanderley 

Luxemburgo: Sacked 

after a disastrous 

Olympic tournament. 
deeper problems,” he said in an 
interview with O Globo news- 
paper. Luxemburgo, 45, faced 
problems off the soccer field as 
well. A month before the 
Olympic Games began, a for- 
mer business associate accused 
him of tax fraud and charging 
commissions on the buying 
and selling of players. 

Luxemburgo says he may 
fave made mistakes in his tax 
retums but denies all other 
charges. “I am nota crook, 1 do 
not have to hide in my house,” 
he told reporters at the time. 

Teixeira said: “Within the 
current context, (the charges) 
would affect his relationship 
with the team. It was better for 
us and for him.” 

Luxemburgo successfully 
coached Palmeiras, 
Corinthians and Flamengo 
before taking over the national 
job. 


hold World rap 


Cameroon's Patrick Mboma makes a bicycle kick 
as France's Sylvain Wiltord looks on. Both scored 
a goal for their teams as the match ended 1-1. 


Patrick Mboma's spectac- 
ular overhead kick from a 
long throw cancelled out 
Sylvain Wiltord’s opener for 
the French at the Stade de 


lympic champions 
Cameroon showed 
they could hold 


their own among soccer’s 
elite when they drew 1-1 
against world — and 
European champions 
France in Paris last week. 


France. 


“It’s a great night,” said 
Mboma. “We came here to 


France 1 
‘Camero 1 


prove we could vie with the 
French and that’s what we 
did.” 

The home side went 
ahead after 20 minutes when 
Arsenal's Patrick Vieira 
delivered a perfect lob for 
club mate Wiltord. He 
rounded goalkeeper Alioum 
Boukar and slotted the ball 
into an empty net. 

But France, who were 
plagued by injuries, includ- 
ing Zinedine Zidane and 
goalkeeper Fabien Barthez, 
looked more vulnerable than 
usual. 

Goalkeeper Lionel Letizi, 
a replacement for 
Manchester United’s 
Barthez, was forced into a 
fine save by striker Samuel 
Eto'o in the 34th minute. 

Gaining in confidence, 
the Olympic champions 
equalised when Mboma, so 
often the hero in Australia, 
produced his magnificent 
overhead effort a minute 
from the break. 

Substitute goalkeeper 
Richard Dutruel, on for the 
injured Letizi, spared the 


France held to goalless 
draw by South Africa 


outh Africa, playing their first 
match under new coach Carlos 
Queiroz, held world and European 
champions France to # 0-0 draw in a 
ois dt rer Sopa eer 


South Africa's Dumi Ngobe 
tussies with Thierry Henry. 


it. was a heartening performance by 
South Africa who had been beaten 2-) and 
3-0 by France in their previous two meet- 


France, depleted by injuries, were 
ualticky not to take the lead in the S6th 
minute when Nicolas Anelka scored what 
looked like a legitimate goal which was dis- 
allowed for offside: 

Laurent Robert capitalised on a defen- 
sive error by South Africa's Mark Fish and 
is Shot ricochcted off Anelka and into the 
South Africa goal, 

‘The linesman’s flag stayed down, but 
feferee Jelas Masple ruled that Anclka was 
offside. 

France, who drew. 1-1 with Cameroon 
last Week, also came clase towards the end 
of the first half 

A sweeping counter-attack saw Sylvain 
Wiltord draw goalkeeper Hans Vonk off his 
line before. slipping a pass inside to Frank 
Leboeut, but the Chelsea: defender's shot 
flew wide: 

‘The introduction of striker Thieery 
Henry in the second half unsettled the 
South Africans, but the French were unable 
to convert their supentonty inte goals, 


ieee 
Standard 


Summer Time 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 10 Scottish Premier League 
Futbol Mundial Hibernian vs Rangers (LIVE) 
SBS TV Optus (ESPN) 
4pm — 4.30pm 12.55am — 3am 
{Sunday Morning) 
WED OCTOBER 11 
Soccer Central Italian Serie A 
Optus {C7 Sport 12) Teams TBA (LIVE) 
7.40pm - 8.30pm ‘Optus (ESPN) 
=e bly ».20am — 7.30am 
Soccer {Sunday Morning) 
Optus ( (C7 Sport 12) 
10pm - Lipm SUNDAY OCT. 15 
Italian Serie A 
| _. World Cup Qualifier SBS TV 
“Slovakia vs Sweden (LIVE) 10:30am — 11.30am 


SBS TV 
11.30am — 12:30pm 


English Premier League 
Replay of overnight match 
Fox Sports2 ~ 


sin 


Cameroon’s Mare Vivien Foe dribbles past French 
striker David Trezeguet. 


hosts further embarrassment Cameroon were a very 


by saving from Eto'o after 
the striker ran unchallenged 
through the French defence 
in the 62nd minute. 

For France, captain 
Marcel Desailly headed 
wide a free-kick from the 
left by substitute Laurent 
Robert 12 minutes from 
time. 

“We 


were aware 


mighty side,” said French 
coach Roger Lemerre. “For 
some of my guys it was hard 
to play here tonight as they 
were not at their best. 

“We played euphoric 
opponents who were mental- 
ly and physically strong after 
their Olympic title, 
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Ikpeba pays up 
after run in 
with the law 


orussia Dortmund’s Nigeria international Victor 
B Tkpeba will pay 80,000 marks ($35,780) after a 

trial for breach of the peace and insulting a police 
officer, the club said last week. 


In an out-of-court settlement, the 27-year-old striker will 
also pay damages’ of 1,540 marks ($690) to a policeman 
whom he hit with his elbow during the incident in 


September 1999, 


Ikpeba was arrested after he attacked and insulted police 


officers during a traffic check. 


Victor Ikpeba: out of court settlement. 
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2002 WORLD CUP: The Qualifiers 


Chilavert scores 
in comfortable win 


Venezuela 


ROMARIO HITS FOUR 
AS BRAZIL HIT FORM 


Columbi t) 
Paraguay 2 


araguay goalkeeper Jose Luis Chilavert 

scored from a free kick as his team beat 

Colombia 2-0 away in a World Cup qualifier 
over the weekend. 

Chilavert, booed throughout for some provocative 
pre-match comments, curled the ball around the 
Colombian wall in the 90th minute to complete a com- 
fortable win for Paraguay. 

Striker Roque Santa Cruz set them on the way with 
a fourth minute goal which stunned the Colombians 
and the 46,000 crowd. 

Chilavert, who has scored more than 50 goals in his 
career, had predicted before the game that Paraguay 
would win. 

He also threatened to sue to Colombian football 
federation for using a photograph of him on match 
tickets and refused to talk to local journalists, claim- 
ing they had stoked up hostility against his team. 

Paraguay leapt to second place in the South 
‘American qualifying group with 17 points from nine 
games, overtaking Colombia who are third with 15. 

The first goal came when Santa Cruz clipped the 
ball over advancing Colombia goalkeeper Oscar 
Cordoba after Jose Cardozo had headed a long upfield 
pass from Fransico Arce into his path. It was the first 
goal Cordoba had conceeded in five internationals. 

Colombia suffered a further blow when defender 
Ivan Ramiro Cordoba was sent off in the 27th minute 
for punching Jose Cardozo in the face as the pair went 
for a ball. 

Despite being a man down, Colombia controlled 


RIVALDO THREATENS 
TO LEAVE BARCA 


arcelona forward 
Rivaldo has threat- 
ened to quit the 


Spanish giants and return 
to his native Brazil. 

“If the fans and directors 
are not happy with me I will 
go back to Brazil because it 


eteran striker Romario added to last 
V month’s hat-trick against Bolivia by scoring 
four goals as Brazil hammered Venezuela 6- 

0 in a World Cup qualifier. 
The 34-year-old, whose tally included a first-half 
hat-trick in only eight minutes, has hit seven goals in 
two games since being recalled afier an absence of 


edge of the Venezuela area, dribbled past a defender 
and scored with a low right-foot shot. 

He completed his hat-trick by coolly converting a 
penalty, awarded for a foul on Euller, in the 39th 
minute, 


—. 


Jose Chilavert is mobbed by Carlos Paredes 
and Celso Ayala (right) after scoring. 

the second half, during which Chilavert was booked 

for time-wasting, but could not break down a typical- 

ly well-organised Paraguay defence. 

They had a penalty appeal ignored when Victor 
Aristizabal appeared to be tripped in a goalmouth 
scramble, 

Angry fans threw objects onto the pilch several 
times during the match. Riot police had to protect the 
Paraguay team bench as well as right-back Francisco 
‘Arce when he took a comer, forming a human umbrel- 
la around the player. 


Ee are planning 
to leave Goodison 
Park, their home 
since 1892, after placing a 
bid for a new site for a sta- 
dium at King’s Dock close 
to the River Mersey. 

The Premier League side 
said they intended to build a 
55,000 seat stadium with a 
retractable roof at King’s 


more than two years. 

“As long as I get the chance I will continue scoring 
goals,” said Romario. 

The win, under intermim coach Candinho, left 
Brazil with 17 points from nine games as they com- 
pleted the first half of their programme in the South 
American qualifiers. 

It was Brazil's first match since the sacking of coach 
Wanderley Luxemburgo. 

Venezuela, who had lost every previous meeting 
. with Brazil, briefly nurtured hopes of an upset on a 

| scorching afternoon in the country’s oil capital. 
They made a lively start with defender Jose Rey 
testing goalkeeper Rogerio Ceni with a raking 40- 
metre free kick, 

But Brazil took control with five goals in a remark- 
able 18-minute spell during which they sliced through 
the Venezuela defence at will. 

Debutant striker Euller opened the scoring in the 
2ist minute, breaking clear to score after Venezuela 
had lost possession in midfield. 

Juninho Paulista added a second in the 29th minute 
with a diving header from a cross by Romario. 

Romario scored the third two minutes later when 
Vampeta sent him clear of the offside trap. 

In the 36th minute Romario received the ball on the 


EVERTON TO LEA 


Romario: Four goals against Venezuela and 
seven in his last two matches for Brazil. 
Brazil let up after the break but still did enough to 
provide Romario with his fourth goal, scored with a 
simple close-range header in the 64th minute following 
a cross by his Vasco da Gama team mate Juninho. 
Romario missed a glorious chance to add his fifth 
when he fired over from close range in the 88th minute. 


Full Results and 
Tables P. 31 


needed to find a new ground 
because they could not 
increase the capacity at 
Goodison Park from 40,260. 
He told the Liverpool 
Echo: “This plan would gen- 
uinely give us the impetus to 
power forward with a major 
revival in the 21st century, 
“Behind it is one funda- 
mental desire — for Everton 


VE GOODISON 


: ss Dock but will not complete Foothall Club to be on a par verton’s Paul Gascoigne shows off Goodison 

iste Le a bier the deal until talks with the with anything the world’s top Park, After over 100 years at the ground, Everton 
a Se au ie ae club's supporters have taken clubs can offer. will leave the famous venue. 

ae ii weekend yg place. “Goodison Park willnever that if we move to anew sta- wonderful memories we 
* The Brazilian has been Club owner Bill bereplacedintheeyesof our gium, its magnificence will have at our present home.” 
irked by his recent treatment Kenwright said Everton fans, but 1 am determined — tand proudly alongside the 


in the Spanish media. 

“J would leave all the 
money and go. It is going to 
be very difficult for me if 
they aren’t happy with my 
work. 

“T have always tried to be 
honest and sincere, but it is 
difficult to work with so 
many lies being told about 
me.” 

Rivaldo was responding to 
accusations in the Spanish 
press that he had used an 
ankle injury as an excuse to 
take a holiday in Brazil. 

The World and European 
player of the year has also 
been criticised for his perfor- 
mances on the pitch in the 
wake of his club’s recent run 
of poor results. 

“I wasn’t on holiday,” he 
said, “I was working hard 
each day to recover from my 
injury. 
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Rivaldo: Threatens to leave the Catalan giants if 
they are not happy with his performances. 


“T went to Brazil with the 
permission of the team doc- 
tor and coach Serra Ferrer. 
Now | am completely recov- 
ered.” 

Rivaldo recently signed a 
new contract with Barcelona 
that reportedly earns him six 
million dollars a year tax- 
free. 

“All of this is because of 
the contract I signed with 
Barcelona,” he said_ 

“Tf people aren’t happy, I 
will renounce my contract 
without taking a single pese- 
ta and I'll go back to Brazil.” 


ROUG 


Barcelona president Joan 
Gaspart was in conciliatory 
mood when told of the 
Brazilian’s comments. 

“What he has said is very 
positive because it shows he 
cares more about the desires 
of the fans than money and 
that is very important. 

“He is a sensitive player 
and things haven't worked 
out well for him in the fast 
few games, but | am sure he 
will bring great success to 
the Barcelona fans in the 
future,” Gaspart said. 


Madrid. 


team mates. 


Fernando Moriente: 
Anelka’s claims. 


MORIENTES DENIES 
H TREAT 


ernando Morientes has firmly 
Fe accusations by 
Nicolas Anelka that he was 
given the cold shoulder by team 


mates during his season with Real 


“Tt is completely false and he knows 
that better than anyone else,” the 
Spanish international forward said. 

“From the time he (Anelka) arrived 
we all tried to welcome him.” 

in an interview with Spanish sports 
daily Marea Anelka had said it was 
clear from the start that he was not wel- 
come at the club and was ignored by his 


Morientes, currently recovering 
from a knee injury, believes the key to 
Anelka’s unhappiness at the club could 


wn En 
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Nicolas Anelka: Much happier a 
French club Paris St Germain. 
have been his lack of understanding of 
Spanish language and culture, 

“Sometimes when a player has a dif- 
ferent nationality he doesn’t understand 
the languague properly and he can 
encounter a number of difficulties that 
make it difficult for him to settle in.” 
Anelka is now in his second spell 
with Paris St Germain. 
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